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Winter 2018                

P A R I S H  N E W S  

 

 

 

 

The Vicarage  

Christmas 2018 

 
 Sally Hughes 

Rector of Stoke Albany with Wilbarston 

and Ashley with Weston by Welland and Sutton Bassett 

 
Dear All, 

 

I am writing this with very mixed emotions – my last Chronicle Christmas message, as 
after almost 14 years I am retiring as Rector of All Saints, Wilbarston, (and Stoke Albany, 

Ashley, Weston by Welland and Sutton Basset!) 

As of 31st December, I am no longer legally your Rector –My husband Michael and I will 

still be living in Wilbarston, which is a bit unusual, but when someone new is appointed 
(which could be some time) they will be your Rector, not me, and I know you will all 

support them as they settle in.   

I really don’t mind you asking me advice until such time as someone new is appointed, 
but technically I am required to withdraw, and can no longer legally take services etc. so 

in all likelihood all I will be able to do is pass you on to someone else. 

What’s this got to do with Christmas I hear you say? Well everything and nothing. 
Two thousand years ago God arranged for his own son Jesus to be born in a small town 

called Bethlehem in a remote outpost of the Roman Empire called Israel.   

The baby grew into a man who for 3 short years preached such an amazing message of 

love, tolerance, generosity, service to others and hope that even today it has no rival. 
Today his message is passed on from generation to generation, not only through 

Ministers like me but through the day to day witness of practising Christians everywhere 

– including here in our village.  
This message is not a remote theoretical one – it is a message to be lived out in our 

everyday lives, by actions not just words, and it is to be lived out right here in our 

community as Jesus lived it in His.  
I have loved being your Rector - thank you for putting up with me, and may God bless 

you all and grant you a peaceful and loving Christmastide.  

 

Happy Christmas 
 

Revd Canon Sally L Hughes 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiY_8KnofLeAhXKccAKHRYLDS8QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://clipart-library.com/picture-of-a-nativity-scene.html&psig=AOvVaw2RazqCIHoxWYwWy2SV8iS_&ust=1543328620784645
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WANDERING AT LAST 

 

The Welland Wanderer bus services are now in operation. The two 
services, East and West, have been made possible with funding 

from a consortium of involved parishes plus support from 

Kettering Borough Council. Corby Borough Council are understood 
to have agreed some funding retrospectively. 

 

The East service runs every Friday, departing from The Fox at 9.30am and calling at East 
Carlton, Middleton, Cottingham, Rockingham and Gretton en - route to stops in Corby, including 

Asda and George Street before terminating at Cottingham Road Health Centre at 10.18am. The 

return service departs at 12.30pm from the health centre, arriving in Wilbarston at 1.20pm.  

The West service on Tuesdays stops opposite The Fox at 9.38am then calls at Ashley, Weston by 
Welland and Sutton Bassett to arrive at Market Harborough, Market Hall at 10.10am. The return 

service departs at 12.30pm, arriving in Wilbarston at 1.02pm. 

 
Standard return fares are £7.70 to Corby and £6.50 to Market Harborough. Bus passes can be 

used and holders will be issued with tickets for monitoring purposes. Children under 16 travel 

half-price.   
The vehicle is a small accessible coach, with the option of using a lift at the rear and with 

carrying space for a wheelchair and/or shopping accessories. In that form it can seat 24 

passengers. 

 
Although restricted these are commercial services, being provided by Lawsons of Corby. We only 

have funding to run this as an experiment until 31 March 2019 and the aim is to show that in 

this format, ie with demand compressed into two days per week, there is the basis for a viable 

service in the valley as well as to make the point for the future as the new county 

administrative structure unfolds. Decisions on the possibilities post March will be taken 

by the parishes collectively early in the new year. 

Please use the bus……………… Early figures have been encouraging.
 

 

THE MEMORIAL BENCH

 

The bench purchased by 

the Parish Council to 

remember the armistice 

that ended the First 

World War has been 

installed by the footpath 

on the southern edge of the playing field.  It 

will give an unrivalled view over the Welland 

Valley into Leicestershire. 

 

The Inscription: 

 

“Rest awhile and think of those who did 

not come back to the land they 

cherished. 1914 -18" Remembered 2018 

 

The bench will serve as a permanent 

reminder of the sacrifices of the soldiers who 

perished in the war to end all wars 

 

 

100 Club winners  
 

Sept  1st  Roy Taylor 

2nd Monica Coles 

3rd Julie Lake 

 

Oct  1st Julia Trustram Eve 

2nd Andy Reeve 

3rd Sue Peake 

 

Nov  1st Elizabeth Davies 

2nd Karen Tann 

3rd Andrew Smith 

 
 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiG4t36vu_eAhXPNcAKHUw7AiUQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.zazzle.com/bus%2Bcards&psig=AOvVaw1tWtzcFtDdFfoMsp3UjfYF&ust=1543233474830891
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwil9N6wwe_eAhXOVsAKHUgODOAQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.pinterest.com/pin/533535887095930541/&psig=AOvVaw0NAQy0R1TWfoDVxtSjVVFw&ust=1543234144049426
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Wilbarston Village Hall 
(Registered Charity No. 274211) 

 
Website: www.wilbarstonvillagehall.btck.co.uk 

 
Facebook: https://facebook.com/wilbarstonvillagehall/ 

 
General activity at the hall continues on an upward trend with the hall now booked most days and evenings 
during the week. In addition, we are also receiving more and more enquiries and bookings for various 
celebration events. What we seem to be developing is a positive momentum as increased usage is exposing 
more and more people to the hall and the benefits it can offer in terms of its layout, environment and 
location. Our thanks to our caretaker and booking officer, Keith Langdon in organising the hiring of the hall, 
showing people around and generally ‘selling’ its benefits to prospective hirers.  
 
Recent months have seen a lot of social activity. We held a celebration summer BBQ on 15th September and 
thankfully, the weather was kind on the day. We were entertained by great music from our two live groups – 
Dr Len’s Jazz combo, the local rock band, Desperadoes and the Albany singers. With plenty of other 
activities to keep our families entertained and well fed, the day was enjoyed by all who came along. Thanks 
to the members of the committee and volunteers who put in so much hard work to make the event a 
success.  
 
Youth Brass gave us their annual village hall benefit concert on Sunday 28th October and played a varied 
selection of music to a full house. Fantastic to see these young people playing to such as high standard and 

it is no wonder they are national champions in their class. Our thanks to them and 
we wish them well in the coming year. On Saturday 3rd November the village held its 
annual Bonfire night which again, was well attended and enjoyed by all. The village 
hall will again be hosting the annual senior’s Christmas party on Friday 7th December 
providing a delicious four course festive evening meal and entertainment for over 90 
of our senior residents from Wilbarston and Stoke Albany. 
 
Over the last 3-4 years, our maintenance and improvement strategy has, of 

necessity, focused on repair, renovation and replacement to bring our 40-year-old hall up to the highest 
standard in terms of its basic fabric and structure. Through successful grants applications; funding from our 
own financial reserves; and with a lot of hard work from the management committee, we are now confident 
we have achieved that goal. Now our attention is turning towards improving the internal areas of the hall 
and this will be the goal of the management committee for the coming year.  
 
At the beginning of November, we took the first step along this path with the replacement of the worn and 
scruffy vinyl flooring in the corridors and bar area. We hope you will agree it now looks so much better! The 
next planned improvement is to replace the wall lights in the main hall with something a bit more modern 
and upmarket! Later in the year we will be launching a major grant raising project for 2019 to replace the 
kitchen units, worktops and flooring. The committee will be seeking views from the users and hirers in term 
of the design and layout of the new kitchen.    
 
If you or anybody you know might be interested in hiring the hall for clubs, keep-fit, dancing, children’s 
party’s etc please contact our caretaker, Keith Langdon on 01536 771501 or email  keith-
langdon67@gmail.com  for more information. 
 
Finally, we still have vacancies on the management committee and would welcome new members to join 
us. Why not come along and sit in on one of our meetings (first Thursday of the month at 7:30pm at the 
hall) or you can call Mike Doyle on 770036 or Georgina Royle on 771428 for a chat.   
 
STOP PRESS: We are advertising for casual bar staff. We are offering a competitive rate of pay 
for this position so if you, or somebody you know might be interested, contact Barrie 
Leadbeater on 07860 296 726 for more information. 
 

Mike Doyle, Chair, Village Hall Management Committee

https://facebook.com/wilbarstonvillagehall/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiGtvi0593eAhXKCsAKHU1-CtcQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://clipartstation.com/tanzen-clipart-9/&psig=AOvVaw0j275ojt1xFLpNoQvlVEw3&ust=1542625881565659
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Well after the hectic three months we had that preceded the last edition of the Chronicle 
things have been a little less frantic this time. 
Progress of the original beginners has gathered pace now that we have our “new” bells. 
This was one of the main objectives of having them rehung. One of the other reasons 
was to encourage more beginners and in particular from the younger generation. We have 
one new youngster who has been with us for a few weeks now plus a couple of adults. All are progressing well 
and I’m pleased to say are enjoying the Tuesday night practices. We would like to see more come along and 
join us so if you are reading this and would like to have a go please get in touch with me (see details below) 
I have had one or two villagers say to me in recent times, particularly since the bells were returned and the quite 
outstanding rededication service we had, that they have always wanted to have a try at bell ringing and I do say 
to them come along and have a go. Until you do try you won’t know if it’s for you or not and you get some really 
good exercise as well. A warm welcome awaits you from all the ringers.  
One of our bell ringing teachers, Helen Churchman, wrote an article giving the full story of our project to have 
the bells rehung and augmented to six. It was submitted to the Ringing World, which is the national weekly 
magazine for the bell ringing fraternity throughout not only this country but the world. The article was published 
in early August and was the lead article for that week with a three-page coverage. On the front cover was a great 
photograph of the church looking truly splendid in an early morning shot.       
As most of you will know this year saw the 100th anniversary of the end of the First World War. Our celebrations 
this year centred at Stoke Albany church when the bells were rung half muffled. I’m always touched by half 
muffled ringing especially when it’s done well. I just think the sound is quite haunting and the effect of what 
seems to be an echo when the bell strikes on the muffled side is very moving. I have in the past been fortunate 
enough to ring on a ten-bell ring and that really is a quite emotional experience. 
Christmas will be with us shortly and we have some services to ring for. I hope you will come along and listen to 
us ringing.  
 
They are: 
 
Sunday 16th December Christingle service at 4:00 pm. We’ll be ringing from around 

3:20 
Monday 24th December Christmas Eve. The Midnight mass when we will be ringing from 

10:50 pm 
Monday 31st December.  New Year’s Eve. We have started to ring out the old year and 

ring in the new year so we will be ringing from around 11:35 
to just before midnight, strike the midnight hour and then 
ring in the new year. 

 
On behalf of the Wilbarston and Stoke ringers may I wish you a very happy Christmas and a prosperous and 
peaceful New Year  
 

Peter Chilton for the Wilbarston and Stoke Bellringers 
01536 771478 / 07894 697779 

 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT REORGANISATION 

 
Disappointingly, little new information has become available since the last edition of the 

Chronicle about the reorganization of local government.  Although the parish council elections 

are due to be held in May 2019, it now seems they will be delayed for a year. 
 

Towns and parishes are concerned about what additional services they will have to provide, 

when, and over what period of time any transition is likely to take place. The parish council is 
keeping a close eye on this due to funding implications. All parties need to plan ahead and be 

prepared for change. 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiDicizxu_eAhWMAMAKHWy8DZEQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://awfp.web.unc.edu/recent-events/&psig=AOvVaw0NAQy0R1TWfoDVxtSjVVFw&ust=1543234144049426
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwihp8bW5d3eAhUsBsAKHe8dDrsQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://primarylanguages.network/jlnblog/2014/11/ring-out-those-bells-tonight-christmas.html&psig=AOvVaw1oG3xutHqkivWMNiCCdsfq&ust=1542625409364726
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WILBARSTON ROCKS FOR THE CHURCH ROOF 

 
On Saturday 13th October another “Rock for the ******” was held in the village hall. The first such event 
was held 2 years ago almost to the day and was for the church BELLS. This time the event was to help 
replenish the funds for the replacement of the church ROOF that was stolen 18 months or so ago. 

It was organised again by Peter Chilton with assistance from Clare Holden, the Parish 
Council and a number of bell ringers. Plus, members of the three bands that took part. 
All three bands had village connections in one form or another. The line-up was 
completed by Tommy Kelly who opened the show with an interesting mix of material  
The event raised just over £700 once accrued expenses had been cleared. 
There was a raffle the highlight of which was a super hand raised and planished bowl 
with a 23-carat gold inner coating made by David James which made £80 through an 

auction held on line and in the hall on the night. 
Craig Hartwell compered the evening. Craig also gave a quite touching tribute to Tommy Kelly who had 
cycled almost 1000 miles in France to raise funds for Prostate Cancer. Good on “yer” Tommy. 

Everyone who attended said what a great night’s entertainment it was. 
There are some photos of the event posted on the new village platform “Nextdoor Wilbarston” / “Wilbarston 
Neighbours”   

 
 
 
Here we are in the depths of Winter with the 
shortest day of the year around the corner, so we 
all need a rest, while most of us humans like to 
take a holiday in the summer, plants take theirs 
in winter. Do not panic, as there is still plenty to 
see and do. So, whether it’s working in the 
garden or even visiting, yes do trust me there are 

gardens, parks and woods, which are open. These 
can bring fresh hope that not all things are 
gloomy in the outdoors at this time of year. 
 
There is nothing better than a lovely stroll 
through the country side with sun shining 
particularly on the tree bark, stems or even twigs 
showing us the bare bones of their plant, however 
still giving us lots of interest. I like to look at 
deciduous hedgerows as they show off the colour 
of their bark, do have a look more closely when 
walking or driving about. It is more noticeable in 
hedgerows, which have not been cut back by the 
farmers. If you have room to grow deciduous 

hedges do some research and you 
will be amazed what you can 
achieve. Some examples are 
Hawthorn (Crategus Monogyna), 
Sloe (Black Thorn - Prunus Spinosa) 
Field Maple (Acer Campestre) and 
even Dogwood, (Cornus Sanguinea). 
 

I love the end of January as I can really start to 
see the length of daylight increasing, with this in 
mind the first of the bulbs will start showing signs 
of growth. When will the first Snowdrop show? Do 
keep your eyes open, as they are amazing plants, 
when many of us just wish to hibernate indoors  
they are beginning to come to light.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
Other bulbs to look out for include, Aconites and 
Crocus, along with plants such as Saracococca 
(Winter Box) Loniceria Fragrantissima (Winter 
flowering Honey Suckle) and Chimonathus 
(Winter Sweet) all the above shrubs produce 
small but heavenly scented flowers. If you do not 

have any winter flowering shrubs may I suggest 
you take a visit to your local Nursery or Garden 
Centre to see what is available and think about 
planting one to enjoy the lovely sweet scent at 
this time of year. 
 
We may have some inclement weather at this 
time of year, which gives one the opportunity to 
think of any ways to improve the garden for the 
forthcoming season. Planning always takes a 
while to do in the garden, especially as we are 
always having to think ahead of the year/season. 
It may be from looking at garden books to 
reading Gardening Magazines, we often find ideas 

to inspire us and incorporate all or some of it into 
our garden. When I mentioned earlier about 
visiting gardens, do some research, as there are 
many that are open in the summer but also at 
this time of year, these will really increase your 
insight in to gardening in the winter. 
 
May I suggest Anglesey Abbey a National Trust 

property in north Cambridgeshire just over an 
hour away, this has a wonderful Winter Garden to 
wander through and has a good selection of Snow 
Drops or even a little way north up the A1 is 
Easton Walled Garden this has very good displays 
of snow drops and often has talks about them too.  
You never know you may even get a cuppa with 
some cake as well? 

 

Your Garden This Winter - By Alistair Peak of PGS 

 

 

“Here’s to Spring around the corner.” 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjB_OmFx-_eAhVJKMAKHQGODYoQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.gograph.com/vector-clip-art/rock-band.html&psig=AOvVaw1YeAprvq5H9ThwXM2M1M9r&ust=1543235665882909
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj6pL6U6u_eAhVHIMAKHTRdDaQQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.clipartmax.com/middle/m2i8H7N4i8b1K9A0_winter-tree-branches-clip-art-clipart-free-download-snow/&psig=AOvVaw38dlXHUzfm6VxAxWcqY0QI&ust=1543245053983966
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VILLAGE SHOP AND POST OFFICE CHRISTMAS OPENING TIMES 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Church Services        

December 2nd (1st Sun of 
Advent) 
Ashley 

 
 
10.30am Benefice 
Service 

January 13th (2nd of 
Epiphany) 
Sutton  
Ashley 
 
Weston   

 
 
9.00am Communion  
10.30am Village 
Communion 
6.00pm Evening Service 

December 9th (2nd of 
Advent) 
Sutton   
Stoke     
Ashley 
Weston 

 
 
9.00am Communion  
9.00am Communion 
10.30am Village Service 
6.00pm Carol Service  

January 20th (3rd of 
Epiphany) 
Wilbarston 
Weston 
 

 
 
9.00am Communion 
10.30am Village Service 
 

December 16th (3rd of 
Advent) 
Wilbarston 
Weston 
 
Wilbarston 
Ashley 

  
 
9.00am Communion  
10.30am Village 
Communion 
4.00pm Christingle 
6.00pm Christmas by 
Candlelight 

January 27th (4th of 
Epiphany) 
Ashley 
Stoke 
 
Wilbarston 

 
 
9.00am Communion 
10.30am Village 
Communion 
6.00pm Evening Service 

December 23rd (4th of 
Advent) 
Stoke 
  

 
 
10.30am Village 
Communion 

February 3rd (Candlemas) 
Weston 
   
    

 
 10.30am Benefice 
Communion 

December 24th (Christmas 
Eve) 
Ashley 
Stoke 
Weston 
Sutton 
Wilbarston 

 
 
4.00pm Nativity Service 
4.00pm Crib Service 
4.00pm Crib Service 
6.00pm Carol Service 
11.30pm Midnight Mass 

February 10th (4th before 
Lent)  
Sutton      
Stoke 
Ashley  
Weston 

 
 
9.00am Communion  
9.00am Communion  
10.30am Village Service 
6.00pm Evening Service 

December 25th (Christmas 
Day) 
Ashley 

 
 
10.00am Village 
Communion 

February 17th (3rd before 
Lent) 
Wilbarston 
Weston 
   

 
 
9.00am Communion 
10.30am Village 
Communion 

January 6th (Epiphany) 
Weston 
Wilbarston 

 
9.00am Communion 
10.30am Village Service 

February 24th (2nd before 
Lent) 
Ashley 
Stoke 
Wilbarston   

 
 
9.00am Communion 
10.30am Village Service 
6.00pm Evening Service 

Monday 24th December, Christmas Eve 0730 - 1300 

Tuesday 25th December, Christmas Day Closed 

Wednesday 26th December, Boxing Day Closed 

Thursday 27th December 0730 - 1900 

Friday 28th December 0730 - 1900 

Saturday 29th December 0730 - 1900 

Sunday 30th December 0800 - 1100 

Monday 31st December New Year’s Eve 0730 - 1300 

Tuesday 1st January 2016 Closed 

Wednesday 2nd January 0730 - 1900  
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AUTUMN TERM NEWS FROM WILBARSTON CEVC PRIMARY SCHOOL. 
 
Hello from all at school.  In this edition we thought it would be good for you to hear about the 
learning in school from the children themselves. So here are some little recounts from some of the 
children about what they have been studying. 
Robins Class (our youngest) have been finding out all about “Paws and Claws”. They had visits from 
the Blue Cross with a dog, Pets at Home brought in rabbits and a guinea pig and then the mobile 

farm visited with a goat, a pony, a sheep, an owl, a rabbit and a baby donkey. They have also been enjoying stories 
about animals and looked at the ‘Tiger Who Came to Tea’. At the end of this unit, the children were shocked to discover 
that a tiger had visited the classroom while they were at play time and there were pieces of chewed up fruit and 
vegetables and tiger footprints in the area! Hugo said, “We think the tiger ran off when he heard us coming!” I am not 
surprised, poor tiger! 
Snowy Owl Class have been learning about Romans. They found out about the foundation of Rome with the myth of 
Romulus and Remus and then found out about gladiators, Roman life and Romans in Britain. Lola writes, “I have enjoyed 
learning about the Romans. Some children, when they were 7 or over, had to go to work while younger children went to 
school.” She also writes that she has enjoyed her Science topic which has been finding out about materials: “I’ve 
enjoyed experimenting with paper. We tested lots of papers to find out which one held the most water. Sugar paper 
was the most absorbent.”   
Flamingos have been studying Victorians which included the art of William Morris. Lucy writes, “I made a water colour 
painting which had a flower on it just like William Morris wallpaper.” The class have also learnt about “making circuits 
and we researched the life of Thomas Edison which led to writing up our Thomas Edison biography.” In PE the children 
have been “learning a dance to help us with our maths. It is so much fun but it is hard and we get out of breath! We are 
getting better the more we practise!” Finally, Lucy tells us, “For remembrance, I really liked making poppies in our art 
lesson recently and learning the Flanders Field poem.”  
Kingfisher Class (the older children) have been studying World Wars and the Year 6 pupils led our Remembrance 
Service. In R.E. they have been studying Hinduism and this culminated in a visit to a Hindu Mandir (temple) in Leicester. 
On arrival all visitors must remove their shoes. Jordan writes, “In the cloakroom where you put your shoes there were 
buggies for babies. It was as crowded as a full lift! When we entered the main part of the temple it was noisy from all 
the music and people ringing the bell to tell the gods that they were there. When they rang it first, it startled me!” Tom 
writes, “We had a tour of the different shrines and all the gods they worship. They had very pretty LED lights lighting up 
the shrine.” Leland said he was surprised to find out that “Hindus have saints like Christians do!”  Zoe wrote, “A kind 
lady gave us delicious surprise. Chocolate!! It certainly was tasty. A few minutes later she was willing to give out more 
chocolates. Sadly, the teachers said no!” Finally, “our coach travelled to the “Golden Mile” and we spotted all of the 
lights. We could also see a big Ferris wheel and a sign saying ‘Happy Diwali’.” (Tom) The children had a great visit and it 
was good for them to see the celebrations of another world faith’s main festival.  
The Year 6 pupils also worked hard together to put on our annual Remembrance Service at church this year. It was a 
thought-provoking event with the children reading poems, reading out the names of the fallen from our villages and 
from their own families and then taking part in the silence, followed by prayers. They did a fantastic job and we were 
proud of them.  
The school also raised over £90 for the Royal British Legion.  

Our second Christmas Fair raised much needed funds for school recently. 
Thank you so much to those who came and spent their money, and also 
to the stallholders who provided such a range of stalls. As always, our 
fabulous P.A. and volunteers made it a great success.  
Children are now beginning to learn lines at home for their Christmas 
plays. As usual we would welcome community visitors at either of the 
afternoon shows. The younger children perform at All Saints Church on 
Thursday 13th December at 2pm and the older children will perform at 

school on Wednesday 19th December at 2pm.  
We will have our annual Christmas Service on Friday 21st December. We will be saying a fond  
farewell to the retiring Rev. Sally Hughes at that service. All at school would like to thank her for her dedication and care 
towards us all, over many years. I would like to thank Sally for her support and wise counsel over the years too. She will 

be much missed by the children. She is continuing in her role as a governor with us for the time being, which we are 
delighted about. Finally, all at school wish you and yours a fabulous festive time and a new year full of joy and peace.  -                                

Andrea Green and all at school. 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.sixthform.info/lawblog/?p%3D1801&ei=J8xtVOW_PIjZsATawYGwBA&bvm=bv.80120444,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNHI1cPhA1WtWUpPdZALesEGupa5ig&ust=1416565086887903
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FRIENDS 

 
 
As I settle down to write Friends’ 
final Chronicle entry for 2018.  I 
am amazed at how fast the year 
has gone.  For Friends it has 
been, on the whole, a varied and 
successful end to the year. 
In September we met to sew 

together all the knitted squares members had 
produced over the summer.  We had a relaxed 
evening, listening to music and sewing hard.  
However, such was the number of squares made 

by enthusiastic knitters that we ran out of time 
and most blankets had to be finished off at home.  
We ended up with eight blankets which have been 
sent off to a charity called Hand in Hand for Syria 
in the terrible cold that will soon be upon them.  I 
hope they get as much comfort from them as we 
had fun making them. 
In October we had our Macmillan Coffee Morning.  

We had a few new people attend and some 
people, who were unable to attend, sent 
donations.  In all we raised a fantastic £315 so 
many thanks to all who contributed in one way of 
another and to members of Friends 
committee who came to help me.  
Special thanks go to Dwayne Mee of 
the Barn in Rockingham who readily 
donated a cream tea voucher and to 
Sharon Harding in Wilbarston shop, who made a 
great quantity of cakes and biscuits for us to sell.  
Needless to say, they didn’t last long. 
We had a visit from Barbara Burbidge for the 
October meeting, talking about Papillon Hall.  We 

had a very enjoyable, informative evening and it 
was nice to be told by Barbara that we had a very 
pleasant, welcoming group of people in Friends.  I 
hope all our visitors feel the same. 
We are now looking towards the last two 
meetings of the year.  In November Pat Osborne 
is going to show us how to make Christmas table 
decorations and then finish the year, as usual, in 
December with our Christmas Party. Then, before 
we know where we are, we will be meeting for the 
first time in 2019mfor our AGM and annual quiz.  
I hope 2019 is as good a year for Friends as 2018 
has been.  We look forward to the prospect of 
more new members and more visitors to the 

coffee mornings.   
 
 
On behalf of the members 
of Friends may I wish 
everyone in Wilbarston 
and Stoke Albany a happy 
and peaceful Christmas  

and a wonderful start to 2019 . 

 

GRIT BINS 

 

The county council proposed 

removing half of the village’s 

grit bins as part of its economy 

drive.  The parish council, with memories of the 

importance of all bins last winter, agreed to take 

over the management of the bins and budgeted 

accordingly. 

Villagers are reminded that the contents of the 

grit bins are to keep roads and pavements 

passable.  The grit should NOT be used on private 

paths and drives. 

It is possible to purchase your own salt and grit 

for private use. 

Please leave the grit in the village grit bins for 

keeping the public areas safe. 

 

FLOODLIGHTS 

 

The lights around the hard-

court area of the playing 

field are once more 

operational after a gap of 

several years.  Anyone 

wishing to use the area 

after dark, can purchase a 

£2 token, from the Post 

Office or Fox Inn.  The 

switch is activated by 

placing the token in the 

box on the side of the 

village hall – near the Child’s play area.  A token 

provides just over an hour of light. There is no 

need to book the court in advance 

 

Casual Bar Staff wanted for the 

Village Hall 

Competitive rates of pay 

Training provided. Must be over 18 

If interested please contact 

Barrie on 07860 296 726 

 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjI3eb7zO_eAhWpAMAKHaV4BMMQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.seton.co.uk/site-facilities-equipment/ice-snow-flood-control&psig=AOvVaw0WL5SfEiD91aUSYh9LTQO9&ust=1543237252465067
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://images.clipartpanda.com/blanket-clipart-clip-art-knitting-529087.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.clipartpanda.com/clipart_images/knitting-clip-art-11111857&docid=P5JEwD5uM593oM&tbnid=eZdDQbP7XJvUtM:&vet=10ahUKEwjgzLr9qPLeAhVKJcAKHacTDyIQMwg5KAAwAA..i&w=406&h=378&bih=837&biw=1670&q=clipart knitted blankets&ved=0ahUKEwjgzLr9qPLeAhVKJcAKHacTDyIQMwg5KAAwAA&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjt99quqvLeAhXMCcAKHSJyAw0QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.kisscc0.com/clipart/coffee-cup-cafe-espresso-hot-chocolate-coffee-cup-u3t67w/&psig=AOvVaw3GS-zbV2EZmLnadu4xDDRi&ust=1543331047837836
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Poppy Appeal – 2018  Wilbarston and Stoke Albany 
The total amount for the Centenary Poppy Appeal in Stoke Albany and Wilbarston is £1952.90p 

This is a great result and over £300 more than the best of previous years. This sum has come from House to House 

collections in both villages, collecting boxes in the Post Office, The Fox PH, Wilbarston School, Stoke Albany Golf Club 

and White Horse PH.   In addition, there was a collection taken at the Remembrance Service around Stoke Albany War 

memorial. 

The service was taken by Mike Southwell of Weston by Welland.  The Kettering band marched playing from the White 

Horse to the war memorial and lower green. Extracts of comments on the 1918 armistice were read out including those of 

General Jack of Kibworth (his son Ken Jack from Pipewell was District Councillor for Wilbarston and President of the 

Wilbarston and Stoke Albany RBL Branch) who at the outbreak of the war in 1914 had written It is quite mad as well as being 

dreadful, November 11th A message states that an armistice is to take effect from 11 am this morning.  What a relief!  Throughout the 

night the noise of singing, How far away is August 1914. Incidents flash though the memory: the battles, the awful winters in 

waterlogged trenches, cold and miserable, the terrible assaults and shell fire of the next three years, loss of friends, exhaustion and 

wounds. 

Thank God!  The end of a frightful war. 

 

This year monies have also come from the sale of the poignant In Memoriam booklet prepared by Malcolm Robinson and 

sold in the Post Office and Fox PH. The booklet was researched over 4 years and gives details of the lives and deaths of the 

eleven Wilbarston men who went to the Great War and whose names are on 

the village war memorial.   It is well illustrated with many photographs of 

documents and places. This booklet is available electronically as a PDF for a 

donation to the Poppy Appeal of £5. 

The thanks of the village also go to Jean Innes who printed and enamelled   

slates listing the details of the local men who died and some of those who 

fought during the war.  The Stoke Albany slate is in St Botolph’s church and 

the Wilbarston Slate is to be fixed to the village sign on the green. 

The bench to commemorate the armistice centenary will shortly be installed 

on the village playing field

They went with songs to the battle, 
they were young, straight of limb, 

true of eye, steady and aglow 
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DESBOROUGH AND DISTRICT GROUP OF THE WILDLIFE TRUSTS 

 
Indoor events programme. 

Indoor events meet at 7.30pm in the lounge The Heritage Centre, Station Road, Desborough, NN14 2RS. 
 
Admission £2 including tea/coffee and biscuits. 
Tuesday 11th December: - Annual wildlife quiz facilitated by Margret Earp. Fun social 
event, take the opportunity to test your wildlife knowledge. 
Tuesday 8th January: - Illustrated talk by local reserves voluntary warden John Showers 
entitled “Temples and Tigers”. A record of a trip to India. 
Tuesday 12th February: - An illustrated talk by Susannah Riordan entitled “The 
reintroduction of the Chequered Skipper”, which is taking place in Rockingham Forest, 
Fineshade Wood as part of the, “Back from the Brink” project. This species of butterfly became 
extinct in England in the 1970’s and is now making a comeback thanks to the efforts of Susannah and her 
team. 

 

 
IS IT A SWALLOW? IS IT A MARTIN?? NO, IT IS SUPERBIRD!! (a Swift!) 

 
It is so easy to confuse these 3-fork tailed acrobats that grace our summer skies. There are many similarities between 
them.  All 3 spend our winter months in southern Africa and make the perilous journey to breed each year.  All 3 need 
sympathetic home owners to provide nesting sites.  All 3 are in dramatic decline. 
Does it matter if they get confused? Well, yes it does. 
 
Due to the destruction of 60% of the world’s natural species over the last 45 years, accurate recording helps to pinpoint 
trends and, if we wish to help, we need to know the best way to help each individual species. Swifts nest in holes in 
buildings or in specially constructed boxes or swift bricks, whereas Swallows and Martins tend to nest under eaves or in 
barns in wonderfully constructed mud pouch- like nests.  So, at the end of March look out for the first of these lovely birds 
to arrive, which are usually Sand Martins, closely followed by the more familiar House Martins and Swallows followed a 
little later by Swifts (well, they can’t be first at everything!) 
A quick identification guide -  
Swallows have dark, glossy blue backs, wings and heads, with a reddish patch under the chin. Their long, forked tails 
are distinctive. Swallows have a twittering song, which they give from a perch on a fence or building, or while they're 
flying. You can often see swallows perching on wires, especially around migration time, when they gather in flocks.  
House Martins like swifts often live in built-up areas. They build their nests under the eaves of houses. House martins 
have glossy blue upperparts, similar to a swallow, but the white rump is distinctive. Their tail is also forked, but much 
shorter than a swallow's. Their call is a sharp 'jik, jik' with some twittering. Like swifts, swallows and sand martins, you 
could see them over any lake or river, flying around to catch insects.  
Swifts are dark, sooty brown all over, but often look black against the sky. If you get a good look, you might see their pale 
throat. The wings are long and narrow, with a tail that is slightly forked, but not as much as a swallow's, Swifts have a 
piercing, screaming call, but they aren't noisy at the nest.  

If you would like to help to “KEEP OUR SKIES ALIVE” please contact Ann Dowling annie.dowling4@gmail.com or call 

on 01536 770086 
 

WORLD CLASS TREASURES ARE COMING HOME TO KETTERING 
 
Some world class treasures have come home to Kettering Borough Council’s Manor House Museum. Three precious archaeological 
objects - a 1500-year-old necklace, a mysterious mirror and a quirky Roman hockey player will be on loan from the British Museum for 
the Local Treasures exhibition which started on Saturday 22 September. Alongside them will be over 100 items from the Manor House 
Museum’s own collection.  This exciting project is possible due to a successful bid to the Weston Loan Programme with Art Fund which 
resulted in a grant of £20,000. Created by the Garfield Weston Foundation and Art Fund, this fund supports the sharing of art and 
objects that are held in national collections with wider audiences.  

The three stars of the exhibition were found in the borough of Kettering. This marks the first time for these objects to return since they 
were first discovered and donated to the British Museum in the late 19th and early 20th century. They are: 

The Desborough necklace: a stunning Anglo-Saxon gold necklace that was found in 1876 in a graveyard by workmen who originally 
broke it into six pieces to share amongst themselves before being persuaded to hand them over in return for a small reward 

 The Desborough mirror: one of the finest examples of Celtic art. The mirror would have been a powerful object in a world 
where reflections could only be glimpsed in water, and there is conjecture as to who the owner may have been 

 The Kettering hockey player: a unique and intriguing depiction of a Roman sportsman. Is the figure playing a form of hockey 
and, if so, then why are there three balls?  - The mirror and necklace are usually on permanent display at the British Museum 
– such is their quality.  

 

mailto:annie.dowling4@gmail.com
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Christmas Quiz 
 

1. What Christmas plant is "Viscum" used to label: 
Mistletoe- Holly- Ivy- Sage 

 
2. The name of Scrooge's dead business partner: 

James Willcot- John Manti-s Jacob Marel-y Jimmy Booth 
 

3. Which author made the remark "I gave them for Dinner a Piece of Roast Beef and 
plumb Puddings – and after dinner half a Pint of strong Beer apiece. ": 

Philip Larkin-  James Woodforde  -Samuel Johnson - Evelyn Waugh 
 

4. Who tried to steal Christmas from the "Who’s of Whoville" in the 1966 cartoon based 
on the Dr. Seuss Story? 

The Grinch - The Snowman - Hattie Jacques -  Ian Holm 
 

5. What was the film called in which Peter Auty sang Walking in the Air: 
The Grinch - The Snowman - Hattie Jacques-  Ian Holm 

 
6. What Christmas food is made from "marsh-whorts": 
Stuffing - Sweet Potatoes -  Marshmallow  - Cranberry sauce 

 
7. Which ocean is Christmas Island in: 

Pacific Ocean - Atlantic Ocean - Indian Ocean  - Arctic Ocean 
 

8. Who wrote the poem, "The Cultivation of Christmas Trees": 
Paul Thereaux - Walt Whitman -  James Joyce -  T S Eliot 

 
9. Which continent is the turkey from: 

South America -  North America -  Europe -  Australia 
 

10. In which author's novel is it "always winter but never Christmas": 
C S Lewis - John Masefield - Jacob Marley - Sherlock Homes 

The next edition of the Chronicle 

will be published at the beginning 

of March 2019 

Please can we have 

articles/notices by mid-February 

2019 

Lawrence Dale 23A Rushton Road 

janet.mackintosh@btinternet.com 

WILBARSTON VILLAGE HALL 
 

PILATES CLASSES 
 

PHYSIO LED 
BEGINERS/INTERNEDIATES 

 
MONDAYS 2.15 – 3.15PM 

 
Contact Gina Szafranski – 07850 

961517 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwip7oqJ2u_eAhWpKcAKHXviDKcQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://celo.yogawithjo.co/winter-page-borders-free-download/&psig=AOvVaw1Zxe2GMxKSULmrOrdsnL7V&ust=1543240775231753
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiY47z-6d3eAhUOTsAKHX9VCbgQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://laoblogger.com/happy-reindeer-head-clipart.html&psig=AOvVaw0LnuIzeXScsdndD5tZfaqm&ust=1542626574973551
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A great way to send Christmas wishes to your friends, neighbours and family 
and to raise some funds for your village church! 

 
In place of Christmas cards and in exchange for a donation we will publish your name on a list that will be 
displayed in the Village Shop, the Village Notice Board and Church Notice Board in the run up to Christmas.  
The list will be updated regularly. 
 
All you have to do is complete the Greetings without Cards form (available from the village shop, in the 
church and in the back of the Winter Wilbarston Chronicle) and hand it in, together with your donation, to 
the village shop, Libby Dale or Julia Trustram Eve. 
 

All monies raised will go towards the Church building fund 
 

THANK YOU for your generosity! 

Best Wishes for Christmas and the New Year 
Wilbarston PCC 

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS WITHOUT CARDS 2018 
Please complete this slip and include with your donation 

 

Gift Aid Declaration 
 

Full name: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
 

Address: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
 
 
I am not a UK taxpayer but would like to donate to this appeal 
 
I am a UK taxpayer and would like tax to be reclaimed on the enclosed donation through the  
Gift Aid scheme.  I also note that I must have paid an amount of tax that at least equals the tax  
deducted from this donation  
 
Name(s) to appear on Christmas Greetings Without Cards list (e.g. ‘Mr and Mrs xxx and family’) 
If you wish to remain anonymous, please state below 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
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