
Wilbarston Parish Council 
 

Meeting of the Finance Committee  held at 3 Weinahr Close, Wilbarston on Monday 13 June, 2016. 
 
Meeting commenced at 7.30 pm. 
 
 
Present: Cllrs Burrell, Dale and Richards, with apologies subsequently received from Cllr Walkling. 
 
Agenda: The purpose of the meeting was to consider points raised by the internal auditor in order to 
make recommendations to the parish council, as follows – 
 
Finance Committee Terms of Reference  
 
The internal auditor has recommended that these should be in place.  Specimen terms of reference have 
been obtained from the Northamptonshire County Association of Local Councils (NCALC) and are 
attached. It was agreed to recommend to the parish council that these be adopted. 
 
 
Nomination of a Parish Councillor to carry out internal  financial/systems checks during the year. 
 
This has been recommended by the internal auditor. The Finance Committee Terms of Reference when 
adopted will include a requirement to appoint one of its members as Internal Controls Councillor. It was 
agreed that this would meet the requirement and that no separate action would be necessary. 
 
 
Financial Regulations 
 
The status of the council’s Financial Regulations had been queried by the internal auditor. We do have 
such regulations originally adopted on 12th October 2006  and since reviewed from time to time, most 
recently on 10th March 2016. 
 
NCALC have recently circulated the New Model Financial Regulations 2016 with a recommendation that 
councils adopt them after amendment to their particular circumstances. This will be considered by the 
finance committee but in the meantime it was agreed to recommend three amendments to our existing 
Financial Regulations to reflect changes highlighted by NCALC. 
 
‘General’. After 1.6 add 1.7 ‘Deliberate or wilful breach of these Regulations by an employee may give 
rise to disciplinary proceedings.’ 
 
‘Payment of Accounts’.  After 6.1 add 6.2 ‘Cheques or orders for payment drawn on the bank account in 
accordance with the schedule as presented to council or committee shall be signed by two members of 
council in accordance with a resolution instructing that payment. A member who is a bank signatory, 
having a connection by virtue of family or business relationships with the beneficiary of a payment 
should not, under normal circumstances, be a signatory to the payment in question.’  
 
Subsequent paragraphs to be renumbered as far as 6.7 
 



‘Contracts’. Replace existing 11.1 (b) with ‘Where the council intends to procure or award a public 
supply contract, public service contract or public works contract as defined by The Public Contracts 
Regulations 2015 (‘The Regulations’) which is valued at £25,000 or more, the council shall comply with 
the relevant requirements of the Regulations.’ 
 
 
Meeting closed 8.00pm.  
 
    


