Winter 2019

PARISH NEWS
CHURCH UPDATE
Many thanks to those who completed and returned the church questionnaire asking your
opinion on church services. Our intention is that the current service rota will continue up to
Lent and then we will celebrate our new group of parishes by having a succession of
Benefice Communions in each of the seven churches throughout Lent and Easter. We hope
as many as possible will attend these different church services. Post Easter we hope to
initiate a revised pattern of services based on all the input from the questionnaires and our
new situation.
Our Benefice Profile is currently being updated to incorporate
our new parishes of Cottingham and East Carlton and update
the finances, then after the busyness of Christmas, we will start
advertising for a new vicar. It may take a few months to find the
right person for us, but exciting times ahead!

VILLAGE SHOP AND POST OFFICE CHRISTMAS OPENING TIMES
May we take this opportunity to wish all our customers a Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year. Thank you for your custom and support throughout the year and if you are
around please come and join us for a Christmas Eve mince pie.
Sharon Harding
Our opening times for both the shop and Post Office over Christmas are as
follows:
Tuesday 24th December - Christmas Eve
Wednesday 25th December Christmas Day
Thursday 26th December - Boxing Day
Friday 27th December
Saturday 28th December
Sunday 29th December
Monday 30th December
Tuesday 31st December New Year’s Eve
Wednesday 1st January 2020
Thursday 2nd January
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0730 - 1300
Closed
Closed
0730 - 1900
0730 - 1900
0800 - 1100
0730 - 1900
0730 - 1300
Closed
0730 - 1900

WELLAND WANDERER BUS SERVICE – NICK RICHARDS
At the end of September, the Department of Transport announced a package
of measures aimed at providing a better deal for bus users which included
additional funding to be made available to local authorities in 2020/21 to
preserve/revive essential local services. We have already been advised by
Northamptonshire County Council that although no details are yet available in principle the Welland
Wanderer could be a beneficiary.
This could be a life saver. Numbers on the service are good at the moment but experience is showing
that without 100% occupancy or a steep rise in fares, which would take them beyond the bus pass
refund guidelines, it is unlikely to become attractive as a true commercial proposition. This service,
then, like many others is dependent on some level of subsidy to continue into the future. In the past
that came from the county council and it is hoped, possibly optimistically, that when the reorganisation is complete the unitary authority will take on that responsibility. There is still some
uncertainty over when that change will happen so the emergence of a further option which could
generate funding within the next year is welcome.
The aim now is to keep going into 2020/21 and await developments. In order to do this local funding
will be needed. In principle the ten participating parishes have agreed to contribute and individual
arrangements are being considered. As things stand Kettering Borough Council have declined to
assist and a response is awaited from Corby Borough Council. It is believed that match funding will
again be available via NCC from central sources which should be sufficient to cover costs for half of
the year.
In summary there is still money available to continue until the end of March 2020 and the parishes
are working to generate a pot to keep going beyond then, hopefully until we gain access to a further
source of funding.

100 Club winners
AUGUST
£80 Carolyn Taylor
£60 Jenny Childs
£20 Rosalind Willatts
SEPTEMBER
£80 Siobhan Lovell
£60 Monica Coles
£20 Joseph Molyneux

£80
£60
£20

NOVEMBER
£80 Mr A Reeve
£60 Mr P Haddock
£20 Mr R Thomas

OCTOBER
Rosalind Willatts
Judy Smith
Roy Thomas

debbiesignpost@gmail.com
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REMINDER
Wilbarston has a
Portable Heart
Defibrillator
housed in the
Red Telephone Box
opposite the Post
Office

PARISH COUNCIL – NICK RICHARDS
In May 2020 we shall be electing a new parish council. This would usually be for a four-year
term but this time, due to proposed changes in Northamptonshire, it is likely to be for five
years.
For a variety of reasons, a lot of parishes in the county, including Wilbarston, will see a number
of councillors not standing for re-election and fresh blood is needed. If you live or work in the
parish and have an interest in helping to shape what goes on locally this could be you.
Over recent years parish councils have largely shed the 'Vicar of Dibley' image, not least due to
an increasing need to meet systems and activity requirements probably intended to regulate
larger authorities but catching rural parishes within their net. Fortunately, in Wilbarston we have
a fully qualified and experienced clerk who makes sure that we do what we have to do to meet
those requirements.
Due to historic arrangements in this part of the county the parish councils have been
a little less involved in the direct provision of services than those elsewhere, but that
has not stopped us preparing and reviewing a parish plan, creating new allotments
and helping with the establishment of a local bus service, among other activities, in
recent years. If the proposed local government reorganisation goes ahead next year
the role of the parish council will certainly change, with requirements or
opportunities to take on additional services such as street lighting and management
of the playing fields as well as, if one suggestion currently being put forward is
adopted, a bit more involvement in local planning decisions. At the moment all we
can do on those is comment.
The council meets monthly on a Thursday evening and as a minimum all that is required of
members is that they attend those meetings. As with all things it is possible then to become
more involved at personal discretion with such things as budgeting and monitoring, liaison with
other local bodies or even hedge planting and tree pruning. Ideally, we need a mixture of skills
and interests.
There are eight places to be filled and there are no separate wards so if no more than eight
nominations are received those people will be deemed to have been elected. If there are more
an election will take place. No prior experience is necessary but if you might be interested and
want to know more, please call Nick Richards on 01536 770351 for a chat or speak to any other
current parish councillor.
DESBOROUGH AND DISTRICT GROUP OF THE WILDLIFE TRUSTS
. EVENTS
WINTER
Tuesday 10th December: -Seasonal wildlife quiz
facilitated by Margret Earp. Social evening to include
light refreshments, entrance fee £2.00 per person. All
profits to be donated to the Wildlife Trust. Take this
opportunity to share your wildlife knowledge with your
team.
Saturday 28th December: -Bobs annual winter walk.
Local walk of about 5 miles. Meet at 10am in Station
Road Desborough - outdoor clothing and stout footwear
essential and bring a packed lunch and drink.
Tuesday 14th January: - ‘The plight of the Hedgehog’
an illustrated talk by Paul Wyer who is passionate about
Hedgehog conservation and was recommended to us by
somebody who has seen this talk.
Desborough Heritage Centre, Station Road at 7.30,
£2.00 entrance fee to include light refreshments.

Tuesday 11th February: -’The good, the bad and the
ugly’ an illustrated talk by John Showers who is
voluntary warden for Titchmarsh reserve and an expert
on insects and birds. Desborough Heritage Centre at
7.30, £2.00 entrance to include light refreshments.
Tuesday 10th March: -’The Mammals of South
America’ an illustrated talk by Jeff Blincow who has
spoken to us before about Yardley Chase and Seaside
Pools. Desborough Heritage Centre at 7.30, £2.00
entrance fee to include light refreshments.
Keith Walkling
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Wilbarston Village Hall
(Registered Charity No. 274211)
Website: www.wilbarstonvillagehall.btck.co.uk
Also, on Facebook: https://facebook.com/wilbarstonvillagehall/
The kitchen renovation project is now proceeding at an increasing pace. After considering competing
estimates, the committee awarded the contract to A Class Kitchens of Bedford. Since awarding the
contract, we have held detailed discussions with them to finalise the specification and prepare a detailed
project plan. The work is now scheduled to commence on Monday 9th December and will be completed by
the end of January. Inevitably, during most of this period, the kitchen will be out of commission. However,
our Hall Manager, Keith, will contact regular users of the hall to discuss possible temporary catering
arrangements. Visit our website or Facebook page for more information about the renovation. Details and
computer-generated photographs of what the new kitchen will look like can also be found on the village hall
notice board.
There have been a number of social events in the last few months. On October 13th we had our annual Youth
Brass concert. A marvellous night of music was provided by these talented youngsters and it was fully
appreciated by the audience on the night. The village hall hosted the annual Wilbarston and Stoke Albany
Bonfire night which was held on Saturday November 2nd. There were fears that it might not take place due
to adverse weather conditions but fortunately, the weather did ease just in time and the firework display
was enjoyed by all. Big thanks to the Wobblers for organising the event in such an efficient manner.
Saturday 9th November saw the first live performance of Wilbarston’s latest Rock and Blues band,
“OneOverTheEight” who were brought together earlier this year by Peter Chilton. And what a night it
proved to be! We had a sensational performance of rock, rhythm and blues numbers from this multitalented band. Watch out for a return booking in the New Year (we want them back before they become too
famous!). The band were supported on the night by Tommy Kelly, accompanied by Sean and David, and they
gave us a selection of popular songs. The social activities agenda at the hall will be closed this year by the
Senior’s Xmas Party on Friday 6th December and, as always, an entertaining night is in store. You can find
out more information about what is happening at the village hall and who to contact by visiting our website
or Facebook site. Finally, as we approach the end of the year, a big thank you is due to all the members of
the management committee and volunteers who have helped to organise these social events for the village.
We would continue to remind users of the hall that a portable ramp is located in the foyer to aid wheelchair
access to the hall. Free WiFi is also available (the password is now posted around the hall) and credit card
payment facilities now available at the bar.
As always, if you or anybody you know might be interested in hiring the hall for clubs, keep-fit, dancing,
children’s party’s etc please contact our Hall Manager, Keith Langdon on 01536 771501 or email
keithlangdon67@gmail.com for more information. There are still vacancies on the management committee
and we would be pleased to welcome new members to join us. Why not come along and sit in on one of our
meetings without any commitment. Meeting normally held first Thursday of the month at 7:30pm at the
hall. If you are interested, you can call or email Mike Doyle on 770036 mikedoyle429@btinternet.com or
Georgina Royle on 771428 georgina.royle@gmail.com for a chat.
Mike Doyle, Chair, Village Hall Management Committee
Church Coffee &
Conversation Drop In
Mornings
With winter starting to
loom, the cold weather
and heating costs mean
that unfortunately the
church coffee drop in
sessions on Wednesday
mornings are now on hold
until the spring.

4

The next edition of the
Chronicle will be published at the
beginning of March 2020
Please can we have
articles/notices by 20th
February 2020
Lawrence Dale 23A Rushton Road
janet.mackintosh@btinternet.co
m

IN THE GARDEN WINTER 2019
BY ALISTAIR PEAK OF PEAK GARDEN SERVICES
Time has a funny thing of moving more quickly as we get older! As with Gardens we are always trying to
plan ahead. How did we know that we were going to get this goodly amount of rain this autumn? The
River Welland has been tested this autumn with all the rain and the Welland Valley being extremely
flooded causing lots of diversions on the roads but we must count our blessing compared to some other
areas in the country! I hope all your water butts are full!
Whilst contemplating the rain fall, and how it effects the gardens, have you noticed particular wet areas in
your garden why not think about putting plants in that can cope with water, there is a “But” if the said
area is wet/damp all year this is fine but if it’s extremely dry in the summer the said plants may not cope
with the extreme of weathers.
Make sure you do some research if putting in Trees that can cope with the damp as they
are good at pulling the water out of the ground but they can also cause the ground to
shrink, that may involve land movement and subsidence on buildings. Salix (Willow), not
for the small garden are amazing in the winter, with the winter sun on them. They can
become giants although they can take a good pollarding. If you are to plant Salix I can
recommend the following for wonderful winter colour and they can be kept small in size
by pruning them annually.
Look at Salix alba “Britzensis” sometimes called Scarlet Willow as the stems are bright orange. Another is
Salix “Diaphones” having lovely yellow catkins in the spring then followed by dark reddish stems in the
winter. If you can plant these on south facing site you will get the best from the low winter sun.
The family of other plants I love to use are Cornus (Dog Wood) for their coloured stems. They sit on your
borders being very quiet all summer, maybe having green leaves or yellow or variegated then come the
Autumn the leaves start to turn lovely Autumn colours. Cornus “Midwinter Fire” has green leaves all
summer then they turn amazing golden in the autumn followed by the Piece de resistance of this world
are stems resembling fire, being red/orange and yellow in colour.
If you are going to give a plant as a gift this Christmas, I would certainly look at the above for choices for
wet areas in your garden, but research first. So, having wet areas in your garden does not have to be a
negative problem as with all parts of your garden there are lots of plants for every location for the
conditions you may have.
A Happy Christmas to one all and see you in the spring!

CAN YOUR HOUSE BE FOUND?
Have you been stopped in Wilbarston by a white-van man or delivery person
asking where a certain house is? With more and more deliveries now being made
from internet purchases and groceries it is important to be able easily to find
the correct house. Emergency vehicles also need to find houses, and that
could be a life or death matter.
A common sense law of 1847, still in force, The Town Improvement Clauses Act
(amended) Section 65, requires the occupiers of houses to mark their houses with such numbers as
allocated and to renew such numbers as often as they become obliterated or defaced.
This is such common sense that it is surprising how many houses in the village are not numbered, or are
not numbered such that the number can easily be seen from the road. Is your house numbered? such
that a stranger delivering that longed-for parcel or gift can find YOUR house? Would an ambulance be
able to find YOUR house if needed?
Go outside and look at your house; is it numbered? Can the number easily be seen from the road? It is
big enough to be seen and read from the road? Has it been obliterated or defaced? Is it painted over in
the same colour as your door such that it cannot easily be found, or is it in a contrasting colour? Even if
you use a name for your house, it is the NUMBER which is important and should be used.
If your house/property is not clearly numbered, why not give it a Christmas gift of a clear number. Then
you will know that you are law-abiding AND that all those Xmas parcels will be able to be delivered.
Rosalind Willatts
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FRIENDS
Christmas nearly upon us and very soon a new year. I hope 2019 has treated you well and that
you have things to look forward to in 2020.
2019 has been a varied and interesting year for ‘Friends’. In September, after the summer
break we had a visit from Derek Garfield talking about his work with the prison service,
particularly at Gartree Prison. I had been told that he had some interesting stories to tell but I
think hair raising was nearer the mark!! Along with the three main emergency services I think
prison workers deserve our respect and thanks for the job they do. His visit certainly set the
ladies talking, not only on the night he visited (we finished late!) but for days afterwards.
In October we had what is becoming an annual visit from the Market
Harborough Movie Makers. We saw films on ‘The Inns and Pubs of Harborough’
and Gildings Auctioneers.’ Both interesting and, as usual, very professionally
made. Their films are all about aspects of the local area. There are still several
we are waiting to see and they are already booked for next year! They
celebrate their 60th anniversary next year so we wish them all the best. Long
may they continue.
We are now looking forward to a visit from John McHarg to talk about the Royal
British Legion – it is November 11th as I write this so his visit will be very pertinent. We will
then end the year with our usual Christmas party and start 2020 with our AGM and annual quiz.
The Friends coffee mornings have continued to be well attended, although a few
more non friends’ visitors would be welcome. We had our Macmillan Coffee
Morning at the start of October and sent £220 to Macmillan. Thanks, must go
yet again to all who gave, helped or attended, especially Dwayne Mee from The
Barn Rockingham, who donated a voucher for a cream tea for two and Sharon
Harding at Wilbarston shop who again made half a bakery of cakes for us to sell.
Sadly, we have lost a long-standing member of ‘Friends’ with the passing of Joyce Wing. She
was a supportive and enthusiastic member of the group from its WI days and will be much
missed. We send our thoughts to John, Elaine, Debbie and all the family.
As we come to the end of the year, on behalf of all the ladies of ‘Friends’ may I wish you all a
peaceful Christmastide and all the best for 2020.
Bobbee Mellor

Carols In The Church,
The Christmas Story
Sunday 22nd December – 6pm
Wilbarston Church

An informal gathering to hear the Christmas story
and sing Christmas carols
Raising funds for 6Corby Food Bank

POPPY APPEAL 2019 - WILBARSTON AND STOKE ALBANY
The total amount for the Centenary Poppy Appeal in
Stoke Albany and Wilbarston is £1216:77
This sum has come from House to House collections in both villages,
collecting boxes in the Post Office, The Fox PH, Stoke and White
Horse PH. at Wilbarston school where many small items were available in support of the appeal and from the
provision of wreathes.
The Remembrance service took place in rain, (the sun came out just as it was over) in Wilbarston Churchyard
at the War memorial.
This service was taken by Mike Payne, who was inducted as Reader in our benefice, only in October. The
Kettering band marched playing from the Village Hall to the war memorial. Wreaths were laid for both parishes
by the Stoke Albany and Wilbarston RBL, the two Parish Councils, the School and The Friends. Some were later
put around the Memorial in Stoke Albany.
This year, as a reminder at Remembrancetide 22 large poppies were placed on posts around each village ( 11
per village, one per victim of the two wars) plus two poppies at Stoke Churchyard for the 5 airman who lost
their lives in 1941 when a flying fortress bomber crashed, avoiding the church, in the adjacent field.
The slate printed last year by Jean Innes with the names of those from Wilbarston who died in the Great War is
to be displayed in the village hall.
The Royal British legion has provided some reflective red poppy clip tags, excellent for using on bag zips, or
on outside clothing, or on keys. In these dark winter days they are useful to enable us to be seen. If you did not
get one during the Poppy Appeal, I still have some which I can let you have in return for a donation.
Tribute taken to Flanders
Alexander Trustrum Eve, from Carlton Road, went out to Ypres in late November with his Territorial Army
Unit, taking with him a poppy from Wilbarston to put by the grave of Arthur Towndrow, one of the victims of
the Great War.
Rosalind Willatts, 01536 770875

Wilbarston
Christmas Lantern
Carol Singing
Monday 23rd December
Meet on The Green at 7pm
Carol Singing around the village
to Raise Funds for
Cransley Hospice
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CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR CHURCH SERVICES

Date and Place
December 1st (Advent
Sunday)
Wilbarston

December 8th (2nd of
Advent)
Sutton
Stoke
Ashley
Weston
December 15th (3rd of
Advent)
Wilbarston
Weston
Wilbarston
Ashley
December 22nd (4th of
Advent)
Ashley
Stoke
Wilbarston
December 24th (Christmas
Eve)
Ashley
Stoke
Weston
Sutton
Wilbarston
December 25th (Christmas
Day)
Ashley

Time and Service

Date and Place
January 19th (Epiphany 2)
Wilbarston
Weston
Ashley

10.30am Benefice
Communion

9.00am Communion
9.00am Communion
10.30am Village Service
6.00pm Carol Service

January 26th (Epiphany 3)
Ashley
Stoke
Wilbarston

February 2nd (Candlemas)
Weston
Wilbarston

9.00am Communion
10.30am Village
Communion
4.00pm Christingle
6.00pm Christmas by
Candlelight

9.00am Communion
10.30am Village
Communion
6.00pm Evening Service
(Dales house)

4.00pm Nativity Service
4.00pm Crib Service
4.00pm Crib Service
6.00pm Carol Service
11.30pm Midnight Mass

February 16th (2nd before
Lent)
Wilbarston
Weston
Ashley

Wilbarston
January 5th (Epiphany)
Weston
Wilbarston
January 12th (Baptism of
Christ)
Sutton
Stoke
Ashley
Weston

9.00am Communion
10.30am Village Service

9.00am Communion
9.00am Communion
10.30am Village
Communion
6.00pm Evening Service
(Parker House)
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9.00am Communion
10.30am Village Service
6.00pm Evensong

9.00am Communion
10.30am Village Service
6.00pm Evening Service
(Dales)

9.00am Communion
10.30am Village
Communion

February 9th (3rd before Lent)
Sutton
9.00am Communion
Stoke
9.00am Communion
Ashley
10.30am Village Service
Weston
6.00pm Evening Service
(Parker house)

February 23rd (Last before
Lent)
Ashley
Stoke

10.00am Benefice
Communion

Time and Service

February 26th (Ash
Wednesday)
Stoke

9.00am Communion
10.30am Village
Communion
6.00pm Evensong

9.00am Communion
10.30am Village
Communion
6.00pm Evening Service
(Dales house)

7.00pm Benefice
Communion

Wilbarston and Stoke Albany Bellringers
News from the Belfry
So, what’s been going on in the belfry since the last edition of the
Chronicle?
Teaching
You may recall last time I mentioned we had three people who had started
learning to ring around June time following our display during the Open
Garden event. I am delighted to say they have all stayed with us and are progressing well. All
three are able to ring rounds unassisted and are beginning to learn the art of call changes.
Of course, we also have a number of more advanced ringers within the team all of whom are
moving onto more intricate forms of change ringing. I do hope you’re noticing the improvement
both on Tuesday evenings and before the services on Sunday mornings.
Cameras in the Bell Chamber
Again, I mentioned this was in the planning stage by the Bellringers last time. Well things have
moved on. The power supply for the cameras has been installed in the bell chamber and we have
purchased the cameras together with the various components needed to give us a fully working
system that will provide pictures in the church of the bells when they are being rung. We have
four cameras so we can provide a really good coverage of the operation of the bells when they
are being rung. I can’t give a final time for when the system will be operational but I’m hoping it
will be in the next few weeks.
Ringing over the forthcoming Festive Season
We have a full programme of ringing from the middle of December starting with the Christingle
service. Last year we rang the first quarter peal on the “new” bells before the service and we are
intending to repeat the event this year so we can start the programme off with a bang.
We will then be ringing before the Midnight Mass service on Christmas Eve
Having revived the tradition of ringing out the old year and ringing in the new one a couple of
years or so ago we will be doing the same this year.
To add to the ringing this Christmas time we have a wedding to ring for on
Saturday 21st Dec. This is for the Hill family on the occasion of John and
Jeanette’s daughter Sophie’s wedding to Tom Rutter.
Visiting ringers
We have one or two more visiting groups of ringers coming along in the next
few weeks which is a direct result of other ringers passing on how good our
bells are.
Practise nights and Contacts
We practise every Tuesday from 7:30 until 9:00. We have a pretty healthy turnout most nights
and have one or two people who bake cakes to have during the break. There is one chap in
particular, Shane, who provides them including one or two experiments that he tries out on us. I
have to report that all have been a resounding success to date! So, if you want to come along and
join in and learn to ring please get in touch with:
Jeremy, Ann, Lyn or Sharon in the shop or get in touch with me:
Peter Chilton on:07894 697779 or 01536 771478
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Winter news from Wilbarston CEVC Primary School
This term has been really busy. We had 19 new 4-year olds join us in September and it has been lovely
getting to know them and some new families. Those children have joined our FS and Year 1 class, Robins.
They have settled into school life well and even went on a trip in their first half term. As part of their food
topic the children visited Hatton Park where they met farm animals, went on a tractor ride and collected
their own pumpkin to take home. The children loved this as they had been reading the story Pumpkin
Soup and made their own soup at school. The farm education leader, who used to be a teacher, was really
impressed with our children during the visit, which was lovely to hear.
Our Snowy Owl class have been learning about the Anglo Saxons and Vikings in their topic work this term.
As part of this they enjoyed the visit of an “Anglo Saxon” to school. ‘Aethelwulf’ showed the children how
to use Saxon weapons, told them all about Saxon hunting and food, how Saxons lived and their particular
burial practices. The children loved it. They all dressed as Saxons for the day too. They deepened their
learning and it was certainly memorable! Here are some of their comments: Noah said, “All of it was
great! I loved it. But I do think he might not have been a real Saxon!” Hugo said, “I liked learning about
the fighting and practising battles!” Mollie said, “It was really fun when we played with the spears! I felt
fierce.”
Flamingo class are soon to visit Peterborough Cathedral to see what it is like during the Christian season
of Advent. The children will learn about what is in the cathedral, what Advent is about and then make
some Advent clay tiles to bring home in the art centre there. Earlier this term they also had a visit from a
nun, a sister in a local order, as part of their learning about promises the Christians make. They found out
about when she was training to be a nun and decided the worst part was “she had to go to bed early”. But
they were impressed to hear all about her life as a sister in the community - first as a teacher, but later
helping the homeless, refugees and the elderly. Their main topic this term has been Ancient and Modern
Greece. This also involved a Greek day where children dressed in “chitons” and tasted Greek food. There
were some mixed reactions to the olives, home-made humus and feta cheese!
Kingfisher class have been learning about South America in their topic work. They have also been
studying the book Pig Heart Boy in their English work. The book raises a lot of questions and our older
children have enjoyed debating some of those. Their science work was also linked to the body and
circulation so they have been very busy. They are now learning about trade. Earlier this term the children
spent a day with all other Year 6 pupils in our Pathfinder Schools Trust (the schools in Rothwell,
Desborough and Rushton). It was a great day hosted by Montsaye where children took part in dance,
music, sport, science and computing. Also, the class had a fun afternoon Frontier Centre where they
enjoyed abseiling and archery. It was a great team building session for these children.
In other news, we raised £130 for the Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal and our Year 6 pupils led their
Remembrance Service beautifully in church. We also raised almost £200 for Children in Need. Our oldest
pupils found out from online resources that the East Midlands, including Kettering, Market Harborough and
Corby, have all benefitted enormously from this charity. It was good for pupils to know about the
initiatives for local children that those funds have funded.
Our latest exciting venture is that we have a reading dog in training. Reading dogs are popular in schools
now as children can find it both motivating and less worrying to read to dogs than people. Our Flamingos
teacher, Miss Sheen, is the proud owner of Teddy, our reading dog in training. He is only a puppy at the
moment but he is doing so well with his training he is already a regular visitor at a care home. We can’t
wait for him to come in and start to be a big part of our school.
All children will be going to the Cube to see the panto later in December. They love it! It is such a treat.
Finally, we love to have visitors into school. If you are interested in helping in school or talking to the
children about something special that you do or have done, we would love to hear from you.

Season’s greetings from Andrea Green and all at Wilbarston CEVC Primary School.
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As always, the children are practising for Christmas plays and this year, we welcome
community visitors for the dress rehearsals on:
Infants (FS and KS1) at school on Thursday 5th December at 10am
Juniors (KS2) at school on Monday 16th December at 10am

1.

When was the first Christmas card printed?

2.

When was the first ever organised Christmas Day swim?

3.

Shakespeare wrote a play for Elizabeth I, as a Christmas present.
Which one is it?

4.

Who banned Christmas, after the English Civil War in 1647?

5.

What was Christmas pudding originally made of?

6.

What gifts did The Three Wise Men give Jesus on his birthday?

7.

Which saint introduced carols in churches?

8.

What is wassailing?

9.

Where did Joseph, Mary, and Jesus travel after leaving Bethlehem?

10. What fruit is usually placed in stockings?
11. What were mince pies made with, in Victorian times?
12. What carol is also known as “the counting song”?
13. How does Santa keep track of all the fireplaces he’s visited?
14. Why are Christmas trees very bad at knitting?
15. The first royal Christmas broadcast – which Monarch made it?
16. Where does the name “Boxing Day” come from?
17. When was Christmas first celebrated in the UK?
ANSWERS TO BE DISPLAYED IN THE VILLAGE SHOP AND NOTICE BOARD

11

A great way to send Christmas wishes to your friends, neighbours and family
and to raise some funds for your village church!
In place of Christmas cards and in exchange for a donation we will publish your
name on a list that will be displayed in the Village Shop, the Village Notice Board and
Church Notice Board in the run up to Christmas. The list will be updated regularly.
All you have to do is complete the Greetings without Cards form (available from the village shop, in the
church and in the back of the Winter Wilbarston Chronicle) and hand it in, together with your donation, to
the village shop, Libby Dale or Julia Trustram Eve.

All monies raised will go towards the Church building fund
THANK YOU for your generosity!

Best Wishes for Christmas and the New Year
Wilbarston PCC
--------------------------------------------------------------------

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS WITHOUT CARDS 2019
Please complete this slip and include with your donation

Gift Aid Declaration
Full name: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Address: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
I am not a UK taxpayer but would like to donate to this appeal
I am a UK taxpayer and would like tax to be reclaimed on the enclosed donation through the
Gift Aid scheme. I also note that I must have paid an amount of tax that at least equals the tax
deducted from this donation
Name(s) to appear on Christmas Greetings Without Cards list (e.g. ‘Mr and Mrs xxx and family’)If you wish
to remain anonymous, please state
below+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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