Summer 2020

CHRONICLE
SPECIAL EDITION
PARISH NEWS
Welcome to this slightly different edition of The
Chronicle. Usually there would be an article here
reporting the Annual Parish Assembly and other parish
council matters but this time those have been
summarised elsewhere and the report which would
have been made to the assembly has been displayed
on the notice board and is available on the website.
In the past three months Wilbarston, along with
countless communities in the UK and elsewhere, has
had to adapt to a different way of living and to become
even more vigilant in providing help to those who need
it. The result has been tremendous. Many of the
activities which often make up a large part of the
Chronicle content are suspended at the moment and
instead this is very much a celebration of community
spirit in lockdown, a survey of what has been
happening from a number of different viewpoints.
Inevitably there may be a few repetitions and overlaps
but please bear with these, we wanted to leave the
sentiments intact.
It has been noticeable that although offers of finance
have been on the table, and where there are ongoing
costs and no income such as with the village hall that
has been a lifeline, what we have been seeing has
been much more about people willingly giving of their
time, appreciating others and looking for ways to help
and that has a value all of its own.
Nick Richards
Chair, Wilbarston Parish Council
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Wilbarston Parish Council provides your local services. We strive to make Wilbarston a better
place to live, work and visit. Our website includes a wealth of information about how we conduct
business and what we do. Please visit our website for more information. If you can't find the
information you require then please contact us. www.wilbarstonparishcouncil.gov.uk/

ALL SAINTS CHURCH
Although the church is closed and is likely to remain so for
some time, progress has been made for the level
access/toilet north porch extension.
Four contractors were invited to tender for the work and
three replied. The tenders received covered a considerable
price range, and after consultation with the architects, the
cheapest at just under £90000 was accepted. The
Parochial Church Council was consulted, with all agreeing
that this was the best way forward and that, despite the
difficult times we are experiencing, we should continue
with the project.
Our efforts now will be focused on raising the finance
necessary to complete the work. Some money has been
set aside for the project, but the P.C.C. will be seeking
gifts and grants. Any help with this will be most
welcomed.
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Jesus said, “I have come that you might have life, life in all its fullness.”

Hello from a very different Wilbarston C.E. Primary School.
Throughout the “lockdown” school has been open to Key Workers’ children. You might have
noticed if you’ve passed school that those children have been busy making rainbows and other
tributes to key workers and then celebrating V.E. Day. Children who were in school found out
about V.E. Day history and then enjoyed making a pancake treat in red, white and blue which
they ate together on the playground. A somewhat smaller version of our usual national
celebrations on the playground.
Children in school have taken part in a wide range of fun activities such as kite
flying, tennis, making models with Lego, making models with kits, baking, growing
plants and gardening (tomatoes and lettuce), art activities such as painting, junk
modelling, science activities, Joe Wickes workouts, Pacesetters workouts and on a
rainy day they have watched a movie with popcorn they made.
It is very strange to be in and around school without the usual number of children. When we go
in on training days or during the holidays you don’t really notice but it is very odd right now. We
have established a special email for children and families to stay in touch with us so that we can
try to maintain our school community. It has been truly a saving grace of us all – so lovely to
see regular photos of our children and what they have been up to! It has cheered us up greatly.
We’ve seen children completing tens of badges for cubs – using their time very well, we’ve seen
children making their own NHS tributes and some are very creative. Also, children have done a
lot of baking at home, from scones to cakes to biscuits and pizzas from scratch – we have heard
of the Herculean effort of Sharon and Jeremy at the shop to keep the village in flour! When our
staff in school needed some they headed up! Absolutely brilliant as most supermarkets still have
no baking supplies.
Other emails included letters to their teachers, letters to a Care home and poetry competition
entries. During lockdown the MAT group of schools that we belong to have tried to stimulate
some excitement for children with competitions. The first was an online maths competition
linked to our Times Tables Rock Stars website. Amazingly, given our comparative number of
pupils, we won! I think Emily G in Y6 had lots to do with that! Following that the MAT launched
an initiative to write to older people in care homes because we acknowledged how lonely that
was under current conditions. Our children wrote letters that went to the Sandalwood Court Care
Home in Corby – you may have seen this one on local news as bagpipers turned up there to
cheer the residents. It was lovely. And, currently, we are running a poetry competition for
children to write poems about their heroes (youngest children can
draw). The author of Kid Normal, Chris Smith, is the judge, very
exciting!
I asked some local children for their thoughts on the lockdown
experience. Ben said he’s had fun baking rock cakes, eating ice lollies
on nicer days and playing football with Daddy in the garden. He also
lost his first tooth – but not on the rock cakes! Freya said, “It’s sad not seeing family and friends
but we are staying in touch with Zoom and WhatsApp.” She also enjoyed the baking especially
carrot cake and “going for walks on my scooter”. She is also really looking forward to seeing her
friends when lockdown ends.
Lenny who lives in the village has been busy with baking too – he sent us a great photo of him
in a chef’s apron making jam tarts.
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Hello from a very different Wilbarston C.E. Primary School.
Lucy who lives in the village said, “My lockdown has been 50/50
because sometimes I like it and sometimes, I hate it. The good things
are that I can facetime my friends and still be able to talk to them and
I have lots of school work to do so I am busy all the time. Also, I have
been reading the Harry Potter series. Me and my family have been
taking our dog for long walks for our exercise. The things I hate are
not being able to meet with my friends and family and go to places we
like.” I think we can all identify with those feelings of missing our
loved ones and friends.
Annabelle, Matthew and Lauren have been working really hard. Lauren finished all her school set work
and began her own novel called London. Matthew was another of the driving forces behind our win on TT
Rock stars and Annabelle has been having fun making her own Bog Baby and doing some of the art
activities suggested. All 3 children wrote letters to the care home – how thoughtful.
Emily G in Y6 spoke about her own routine each day starting with Joe Wickes and then doing some of the
home learning we’ve set the children. Emily has been a real trooper –completing 10 weeks of work set
mid-May! So, she has been working very hard during lockdown! She has also been running or walking up
to 6k with her family around the village to keep fit.
She has managed to stay in touch with her friends, “I have been on Facetime with my friends - so it is like
we are still all together at school”. What is lovely is that Emily ends with “lockdown still won’t be like
normal life but I can still try and make it as good as it can be!”
At the moment we are completing a mountain of paperwork preparing for a wider school reopening in
June. We can’t wait to see more of our children; we can see from the emails how much they’ve grown
and, despite missing their friends, we know most of them are taking Emily’s message to heart and making
it the best it can be.
All at school hope you are safe and well.
With all best wishes,
Andrea Green and the staff at Wilbarston CE Primary School.
PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS
The council is meeting via Zoom at the moment. Elections scheduled for May were postponed until 2021
and we have entered another additional year for the current councillors. Sacha Dalton has resigned due to
increasing commitments and we thank her for her contribution over recent years. Welcome to Tommy
Kelly and Ann Dowling who have been co-opted to fill the vacancies. Chair (Nick Richards) and Vice Chair
(Andrew Smith) were elected in May but other responsibilities will not be fixed until June and then
published.
The Welland Wanderer bus service remains suspended until further notice. We have been advised that
matched funding will be available via Northamptonshire County Council when it resumes and ordinarily
this would virtually have guaranteed the service until March 2021. However, much remains unknown at
the moment in terms of what sort of service will be possible, when, and what demand there will be. Any
thoughts from users to Nick Richards would be welcomed - 770351,
cllrnickrichards@wilbarstonparishcouncil.gov.uk.

ALLOTMENTS
There are currently two vacant half plots at the Church Street
allotments. At the moment there is no waiting list but with the
current interest in home food production there may well be people
thinking about giving it a try. If you are one of those please contact
either the Allotments Association (marty.wilboallots@gmail.com) or
a parish councillor as soon as possible. It is better for the plots to
be cultivated and the policy is to let them to non-residents if they
remain vacant and there is no local applicant.
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Wilbarston Village Hall
(Registered Charity No. 274211)
Website: www.wilbarstonvillagehall.btck.co.uk
Also on Facebook: https://facebook.com/wilbarstonvillagehall/
It is still hard to comprehend the extent that our village hall went from such an active, thriving community
venue to a still and empty space in the space of a few days. Following the huge surge in Covid-19 cases in
March, and the Government instructions for lockdown, the committee closed the village hall on March 21st
to all social and community activity. Once closed, our Hall Manager Keith powered down all fridges, heaters
and the central heating boiler and then cleaned and secured the building.
The management committee discussed and developed a policy for dealing with the crisis. The first step was
to ensure that, because of the unprecedented nature of the crisis causing hirers having to cancel through no
fault of their own, all hirers of the hall would receive a full refund on any advance hire charges or deposits
they had paid. It was also important to reduce our fixed costs, so we immediately contacted various
organisations to cancel services not required. Nevertheless, our main source of income is through the hire of
the hall and bar sales and clearly this revenue had ceased to exist. Whilst the hall had adequate financial
reserves to sustain us for some months to come, eventually things would become difficult – especially as
most of the large celebration wedding and birthday bookings for July and August had now been postponed
or cancelled.
So, we started to investigate possible sources of assistance to village halls and approached Kettering
Borough Council and Northants ACRE to see what was available. As a registered charity and because we pay
business rates, we qualified for a grant payment under the government’s Retail, Hospitality and Leisure
grant scheme – as have most village halls – and this has now been paid to us. This payment, together with
our own reserves, means that the hall is now financially secure for the foreseeable future.
In sum, the management committee is closely monitoring the Government advice and guidance as to when
we can re-open the hall in a safe manner, and allow our community clubs and groups to once again enjoy
the use of its facilities. Let’s hope that will be sooner rather than later!
There are still vacancies and if new members would like to join us on the management committee, you can
call Mike Doyle on 770036 or Georgina Royle on 771428 for a chat.
Mike Doyle, Chair, Village Hall Management Committee

Muriel Churchman
It is with sadness that I have to share the news that mum passed away on April 22nd in
St. Ann’s care home, Kettering at the age of 86. Her health had been declining over
the past 12 months. As some people may recall, mum and my late farther owned and
ran the shop in the village between 1973 and 1982. Following his death, she sold the
business and we moved to Windsor Close where mum stayed until August last year
when she moved in to a care home. Mum had a great fondness for animals and a
giving site has been set up in her memory with all donations going to the RSPCA. If
anyone would like to give something in her memory, the page can be found at:
http://www.memorygiving.com/murielchurchman
Nick Churchman
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Wilbarston and Stoke Albany Bellringers News from the Belfry
Well, as you will appreciate there isn’t any at the present as we aren’t allowed
to ring the bells.
An interesting point to note is that the bells throughout the country have not
been silent since the end of WW 2. Makes you think how dreadful the times
are that we are currently experiencing. There is however a slot on Radio 4 on
a Sunday morning if you are missing hearing the bells called “Church Bells on
Sunday.” They don’t just play Cathedral ringing they do play a lot of village
church bellringing very similar to our bells. Surprisingly we haven’t been
approached yet to do a slot!
Just before the “Lockdown” Nick Churchman and I were about to put the
finishing touches to the camera installation ready for a grand unveiling around
Easter time. Unfortunately, the “lock down beat us to it. So, we still have
this work to do and as soon as we get to the end of the tunnel, we will complete it and let the village know
when we plan to show the fruits of our labour!
So, what can I say at this time? Janet suggested that we might like to use the pages of this news sheet to
give a series of thank you’s to everyone we can think of that has stepped up to the plate in this dreadful
time. So here goes on behalf of the ringers. I’m sure quite a few of our thank you’s will be repeated in other
articles in this news sheet.
Firstly, on a national level we must say a huge thank you to:
The NHS and all the people who work for them including senior surgeons, nurses, porters, cleaners etc.
Everyone of them deserve our undying gratitude for everything they do and in particular caring for the
elderly patients and of course sitting with them in their final moments of life.
The Ambulance crews and Paramedics who do an equally demanding job and look after their patients with
such love and care.
The various medical centres that serve the village for staying open and their dispensaries. Plus, St Lukes
and Kettering General Hospitals for being open and available to us all
The Fire Service who not only deal with fires etc. but are now also helping with delivery of medications and
lots of other tasks.
Our refuge collectors. My word where would we be if they didn’t collect all the dustbins. I always give them
a wave when the go by and always say thank you. They really are a very friendly bunch and we are very
lucky to have them as our crews.
The police for applying gently the Lockdown rules and again for going out of their way to help vulnerable
people in these trying times.
The post office services especially the local post man. Ryan our usual post man isn’t at work at the present
The supermarket home delivery service for helping during lockdown (assuming you can get a slot but that
isn’t down to the delivery people is it)
So, in effect all of the emergency services especially if I have missed any out.
Now let’s move closer to home and look at who we need to mention here most of whom are in the village
and make life a lot more bearable for us all.
The Post Office / Shop. Sharon and her procurement manager Jeremy plus all the ladies who work in the
shop. They have ensured we have a great stock of essentials available so many of us don’t need to trundle
off to the supermarkets.
They also operate a delivery service for the most vulnerable in the village.
Three cheers for the shop crew – Hip Hip!!!
The sewing ladies who set about making head bands for the NHS staff who have to wear protective visors
marshallwd by Jean Innes. Thank you ladies (and gents if there were any).
The sewing ladies who made loads of scrubs from old duvet covers and what ever else they could get there
hands on. Marshalled by Malcolm Robinson.
Heather Browns team for making their laundry bags for the various NHS staff working in the ICU
Mark Payne and Fiona De Marco Payne for providing the on-line services on Sundays and mid week. We
even managed to get some pre-recorded bells at the beginning of one or two services particularly Easter
Sunday.
Those who are manning the local village telephone help line.
All those who look out for the old and vulnerable in the village and in my experience that’s just about
everyone in the village. So thank you Wilbarston.
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All of the above should give us the Feel Good Factor but there have been one or two
moments within the village that I would like to mention:
Tommy Kelly for sitting out in all sorts of weather (fortunately dry mainly) to
entertain those of us fortunate to live close by on the Thursday night when we clap
for the NHS. Thanks Tommy.
And Tommy again for entertaining us on VE day when we had residents around
Barlows Lane / Orchard Close come out after a last minute dash round by me.
Amazingly, pretty well everyone turned out. Tommy was joined (as the wine flowed)
by Bill Johnson doing a very good number and Pete and Lisa Elson on guitars and
singing along.
I think I should also mention Pete Elson who had a wonderful display of model aircraft
from WW2 on display in his drive on Barlows Lane until the sun was getting a little too hot, They included
2 Spitfires, a Lancaster bomber, a Mosquito and a French Dewoitine. Thanks Pete.
I know there were lots of other gatherings in the village to celebrate VE day and I’m hoping they will be
covered elsewhere in this News Letter.
Thank you all for helping us salute the heroes of the Victory in Europe.
And finally, can I mention Bob Stafford for his quite up lifting comments on “Next Door Neighbour”. They
made us all smile and thank you Bob
Peter Chilton Wilbarston and Stoke bellringers

VILLAGE SHOP UPDATE
Sharon Harding
At this time, we have had to reduce our opening hours on weekdays. As a reminder they
are:
Monday to Friday
Saturday
Sunday

7.30 to 12
7.30 to 7.00
8.00 to 11.00

4.00 to 7.00

Although there has been some relaxation of restrictions, we are still happy to provide home
delivers to those who are continuing to self-isolate. We will continue to offer a meat and fish
ordering service as well as continuing to stock fresh fruit and veg for all our customers. If
you wish to order fish or visit the fish man, he is outside the shop on a Wednesday just
before 1pm. If you wish to place an order please let us have this by 12.00 on a Wednesday.
With regard to meat we can take orders and the butcher normally delivers to us on a
Saturday.
In respect to the tea rooms, we are currently looking at ways we can open when permitted.
We will be looking at offering a takeaway service as well as providing a few tables outside on
the patio area. We will provide an update as soon as we have further information from the
Government.
I wanted to take this opportunity to say thank our customers for their continuing support and
bearing with us particularly when we have had long queues whilst keeping to the social
distancing rules.
On a personal note I would like to thank the shop team for all their hard work and dedication
over the last few weeks. As many will know I am unable to work in the shop as I am the sole
carer for my disabled son so without the hard work of the team, we would have been unable
to provide a service to the community. They are all stars and I wanted to say a big thank to
them all for going above and beyond.
As a village we should all be proud.
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IN THE GARDEN FOR SUMMER 2020 - BY ALISTAIR PEAK
As the title says “In The Garden” I guess many of you have been
spending many hours or days in them over the last few months due to the
enforced lockdown. I hope I find you all well and have manged to stay safe
during these difficult times. The sanctuary of our green spaces whether our
gardens, window boxes or just pots have brought you some peace and
solace. I have been amazed by the good will of local nurseries/ garden
centres, Farm shops and village shops with all their help to get supplies out
to us so we can continue with our lives a little easier.
By the time you read this many local nurseries and Garden Centres will hopefully be open
so please support them, just remember they may not have everything you need but we will be
in the full swing of planting out bedding plants so maybe go with a varied selection of plants this
year. I have heard of many bedding plants that survived the mild winter so if you dig them up,
they can be reused again in your planters or baskets, recycle has to be the name of the game
this year in the garden!
With the longest day of the year here now its lovely to still be out in our gardens well up to
9.00pm if weather conditions allow even if it’s only to enjoy the warmth and last rays of the sun
with a favourite drink in hand. The warmth and light does come with a price i.e. weeds have
more time to grow so try and keep on top of them by hoeing them off in the heat of the day as
this will kill them but avoid this if the soil and weeds are wet as they are likely to reset and grow
again. With spring a distant memory and many bulbs leaves dying away it’s a good time to
remove them if they are brown or if you have them in the grass but remember it must be six
weeks after they have finished flowering before removing the old foliage.
If you managed to plant up your containers with new compost or even old compost you
need to start thinking about feeding them once a week, a good feed is Tomato feed high in
Potash. Whilst feeding on a regular basis dead head and just keep an eye out for any Pest or
Disease as they can go through your containers like wildfire. Should we get summer rain and
with the plants growing the rain cannot always get in to the containers as the plants form a
canopy so it’s important to check and water even after it has rained.
Who likes courgettes? I do; they are lovely when eaten as young vegetables and lightly
fried in butter. Keep an eye on them as they do have the habit of suddenly growing large
overnight and then become marrows, which are lovely eaten fresh but do not store that well.
Many of your soft fruit will be ready to pick, eat, use in cooking or put into freezer as the saying
says, “Make hay while the sun shines and harvest as much as you can and store for leaner days
ahead”. Many Wisteria looked great this year but they do require some maintenance in late
July/August in that they make lots of growth so ensure that they do not get wrapped around
down pipes or into gutters or cover windows, the most important thing is that you need to cut
back the long shoots back to 5 or 6 buds so the wood can start ripening for the flower bud for
next year.
Water features are a great attraction in our gardens although if we
have a hot summer and not much rain, they can become stagnant so
top them up which will move the water about, if you have pumps keep
them maintained so that can aerate the water. The removal of the algae
will help, if you do this leave it on the side of the pond/water feature to
enable any creatures to go back in.
Do enjoy the summer and keep safe.
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THE HEADBAND ARMY
We are living in strange times; “Unprecedented” they say. Well things are certainly different, and we are
all facing a variety of challenges and adjusting to new norms. But rather than let it get us down, the good
old British spirit is coming into its own with a vast range of examples of kind deed and community spirit
across the nation.
I rather like to think of it as basic human kindness. Mankind across the globe has a remarkable capacity
for altruism when the chips are down.
So, where am I going with these musings? I tell you... first stop Carlton Road, Wilbarston, home to Jean
Innes.
Back in March, Jean was approached by a friend in the NHS with a plea for help.
Her friend and colleagues we blighted with sores behind the ears with having to
permanently wear face masks. Could Jean make them some headbands with
buttons, so that the masks could be hooked over the buttons, thereby lifting
the mask strings off the back of their ears? Sure – no problem.
And so, Jean began the task, and on 27 March she duly dispatched 20 of said
headbands to Barnsley District General Hospital (BDGH) to a delighted and
grateful team of hard-working, raw-eared nurses.
Little did Jean realise at the time what she had got herself into! After receiving
positive feedback from BDGH and a smiley picture of nurses in headbands and
masks (well at least their eyes looked smiley!), she was receiving requests for
more. By this time Lynne Scannell and Caroline Winn had been drafted to sew
Barnsley District
buttons and following from that Jean approached me, knowing I had a sewing
General Hospital
machine and perhaps a little spare time (?).
Soon after, Jean was approached by Harborough Mail and a piece was put in an early April issue. We even
got a nomination for Pride of Britain. Whilst some were emotional and pleased, I felt a tad embarrassed.
Was I really a hero? Just for doing a bit of sewing? Surely there were more heroic feats?
But I gently reminded myself of the janitor at NASA Space Centre in 1961, who, when asked by President
Kennedy what he was doing as he mopped the floor, proudly responded, “I’m helping put a man on the
moon!”.
So, I carried on, feeling proud of my little contribution, of our little team. A small cog, in a massive
machine fighting Covid-19.
After this point, the project snowballed and having raided all of her “stash” of fabric Jean was making
requests for donations of fabric buttons and elastic.
Wilbarston to the rescue!
Following tentative requests on local WhatsApp groups and websites and word of mouth, we were
inundated with kind donations and more sewing helpers to boot! Enter Jackie Rhodes, Janet Mackintosh,
Margaret Madams, Ros Willats, Julie Andrews…
We were now the Headband Army with our own WhatsApp group purposely pinging notifications well into
the wee hours. We carefully planned our manoeuvres across the village involving surreptitious drop-offs
and picks-ups of our vital materials.
The Village Stores elected to be Central Command for Logistics and Supplies, handling all the kind
donations from our wonderful villagers and from further afield.
Chris and Jo from Smith’s Vintage became Procurement Officers for many vital materials.
From that initial batch of 20 brightly coloured headbands, the army increased production to attain over
400 a week and have now, at time of writing, sent out 1895 in total. From Corby to Dundee, from
Coventry to Sheffield – far and wide across the UK.
Diversification now sees us making fabric face coverings (NOT
masks – NOT PPE, for trading standards and safety purposes).
These are available at the Village Store free of charge to anyone
who wants one. They have been sent to Home Start Kettering and
the food banks in Kettering for them to include with food parcels for
those in need.
To date, 786 coverings have been distributed.
Perhaps we need a new name for our Headband Army (maybe
Barmy Army!).
With new recruits coming into the ranks – welcome Heather Brown
– we continue to march against the Covid tide.
It has been – and still is – a great experience and it is wonderful to
be a part of the national effort.
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Kettering Food Bank

All pulling together, all making our small, yet very significant, contributions to the cause. All of
us doing our tiny bit to lift the spirits of our men and women to the heights of the moon!
And we could not have done it without your help….
Acknowledgements:
Wilbarston Village Stores. Smith’s Vintage.
Thanks for donations/help, in no particular order: Sarah Millergill, Pete Clements, Lynda
Barnes, Rowena Radford, Katie Cotton, Clare Holden, Judith Farr, Sue Richards, Trudy Winn,
Julie Lake, Rebecca Barnes, Jo Lott, Tracy Compton, Michael O'Leary-Palmer, Jo Ferreday, Sue
Lambert, Jane from Harborough, Lewington’s (Market Harborough) Plumbers and customers,
residents of Sutton Bassett and Barton Seagrave, Jo Taylor of Desborough, and anyone we have
missed (sorry), and to the “anonymous” donor of postage money.
Footnote: Please be aware that fabric face coverings are not proven to stop you catching Covid19. This type of face covering will assist the you as wearer from spreading what comes out of
your mouth and nose, and that is all. STAY SAFE! -Rachael
***************************************************************************
WILBARSTON GOOD NEIGHBOURS SCHEME
You will be aware if you have been avidly reading previous issues of the Chronicle that we have been in
the process of setting up a Good Neighbour Scheme for Wilbarston over the past few months. The process
was going well but taking a little time to get all the necessary background things, such as a bank account,
insurance and a constitution in place before we could formally launch the scheme. We had a steering
committee organised and things were progressing well.
Then the Pandemic hit and we suddenly found ourselves in uncharted waters. We decided to launch the
scheme, ready or not, in order to try and offer help to those in the community who may otherwise have
struggled. Our initial thoughts were that we could offer to do shopping, collect prescriptions or be a
friendly voice on the telephone.
We purchased a telephone, which I nicknamed the “Batphone”, bought some credit and advertised the
number in the ‘extra page’ of the last Chronicle, asking for volunteers and letting people know that the
scheme was live. Sarah Millergill offered to set up a data base of volunteers and within a few days we had
46 people ready willing and able to offer help of one form or another.
The scheme has been successful so far, mainly for collecting prescriptions for those who were selfisolating, and we didn't see the upsurge in demand for things like shopping that we might have expected.
I am confident that this was because so many people rallied around to support their friends and
neighbours and fulfilled these other demands.
You will hopefully find with this edition of the Chronicle a fridge magnet with the number for the scheme.
Please give us a call if you think we may be able to help. As lockdown eases there may well be other
things that we can do to help in our community. We will carry on with the scheme and finish doing all the
formal bits and pieces and apply for grants to offset the initial setup costs.

Finally, a big thank you to all of those who volunteered to help, I hope you will all stay involved with the
scheme even if I haven’t rung you yet on the Batphone!

10

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE VILLAGE AWARDS
Wilbarston entered for the 2020 revamped Northamptonshire Village Awards, having last entered in 2016 (Highly
Commended) organised by Northamptonshire ACRE (Action with Communities in Rural England) and sponsored by CPRE
(Council for the Protection Rural England). But the Covid 19 Lockdown has meant that these have been cancelled for this
year. We can try again in 2021.
However, ACRE wants instead to celebrate the community spirit that the Covid 19 Lockdown has unleashed in the village
communities during this difficult time. The Village Awards were about how village communities work so this time of
Lockdown is a test of community spirit. It will be asking all villages to send in details of their response. There will thus be
a countywide record of how communities acted in this unprecedented horror.
Wilbarston community has had a fantastic response.
Many things have been done quietly without publicity and by many people. But as a community we ought to know and
keep a record all our efforts. To do this, if you know of responses by individuals, or groups within the village, or if you
have benefitted from the kindness of others, please let either Lynne Scannell or Rosalind Willatts know. Lynne of the Old
Police House in Queens Road or Rosalind Willatts, 2 Barlows Lane Tel 770875 rmwillatts@uwclub.net
With Lockdown came many changes. Children drew rainbows, put them in their windows and gave them to elderly people
to display. The social media Nextdoor Wilbarston has been busy with people sharing vegetables, seeds, produce, and
plants; free drinks have been put out for people to take.
The Good Neighbourhood scheme was launched early for Lockdown; Phone 07379 680 693 if you need help in anyway.
The Fox, sadly closed by government, provides excellent take-away meals Friday and Saturday nights and Sunday lunch,
07548 271006, collected by appointment. The village shop has been the heart of the village providing a great service; it
sources foods unavailable elsewhere (flour, pasta, yeast) and foods people want. It provides a delivery service for people
who are isolated or ill in their houses. The range of foods and other needed items stocked goods is extensive. And all this
on our doorstep. People must continue to use the shop when Lockdown ends. The village gives an enormous thanks to
Sharon and Jeremy and their team, for their kindness, hard work, concern for everyone and providing somewhere where
people living on their own can talk.
Three Thousand and Six Hundred Buttons
When Lockdown came many people made things for carers and the NHS. Others donated fabric and elastic and buttons
for their work. Bags of fabric and cut out work ready to stitch and then the finished items were left on doorsteps. Work
was around three hubs (maybe there were more, so let us know). Jean Innes of Carlton Road co-ordinated the making of
over 1800 headbands with two buttons each to relieve the pressure of surgical masks on the ears, 800 face coverings and
a dozen sets of scrubs. Heather Brown of Springfield co-ordinated the making of 247 laundry bags for nurses and carers
– bags into which to put exposed garments when changing coming off duty – ready to wash at home. Heather had heard
of a need for these at Glenfield Hospital. All these items have been distributed to hospitals and Care homes in
Leicestershire and Northamptonshire as well as further afield. Alyssa and Malcolm Robinson of Main Street made and
co-ordinated the making of hospital grade scrubs and head coverings to be distributed via Scrubs 4 Northampton.
In all perhaps 30 people were involved in the making of things, and many more in their distribution to where they were
needed and in the providing of materials.
A huge thanks to everyone involved.
The Church, another centre of village life has had to be locked, depriving people of a place to go and be still. But a vase
of flowers outside the door reminds people that it is still alive.
The churchyard has been wonderful this year with wild
flowers, having a succession of flowers this spring:
snowdrops, primroses, violets, cowslips, buttercups, daises,
blue speedwell and now the large ox-eye daisies. These have
been uplifting for people exercising along the public footpath
in the churchyard and Church Leas.
As a community Wilbarston has been caring.
What else has been going on the village please let us know.
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