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PARISH NEWS
PARISH ASSEMBLY

The Parish Assembly will be held on Thursday April 26th at 7.30pm in
the Village Hall
The evening will include:
 Chairman’s report – the work of the parish council over the
past year.
 The budget – spending over the past year and plans for next
year.
 Reports from village organisations
WILBARSTON ALL SAINTS ROOF APPEAL
The appeal that was launched in December has so far raised, with gift aid, almost £10,000. A
tremendous effort and everyone associated with the church is enormously grateful for the
support that has been given by the village.
That is the good news; less good is the actual cost of the new roof is £37.000, which is almost
twice, what was expected.
In the end, five tenders were received and the chosen one was significantly below the others.
This is probably a reflection of the numbers of churches with the same problem.
We obviously need to raise more money so if there is anyone, who can help please do. Grants
are being sought and applications are in but in the meantime arrangements for replacing the
roofs are in place.
Permission has been granted by Kettering Borough Council and the Diocesan Advisory Board in
Peterborough and all the details of the replacement roofs have been agreed.
A very positive pre-project meeting has been held. It was hoped that work would begin
sometime during March but is likely to be early April. By the summer it is hoped that the church
will be permanently watertight and once again many thanks to everyone who has contributed so
generously to the cost of this project.
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funding has been reached and we are now in
a position to commission the work.

REPLACING THE VILLAGE HALL ROOF

To this end, an extraordinary management
committee meeting was held on 22nd of
February 2018 to consider: the funding
available; the quotations received and to
identify a professional project manager to
oversee the work for us. A plan is now being
put in place and we hope to commence the
work in late Spring/early Summer. We will
keep the village fully informed as we go
forward.

The village hall roof is now 40 years old and
has deteriorated significantly in recent years
requiring numerous repairs. The urgency to
replace the roof became apparent after the
severe storms that occurred at the end of
2015/beginning of 2016 leading to more
leaks and eventually the collapse of part of
the ceiling in the main hall. A subsequent
professional surveyor’s report revealed a
number of defects and concluded that both
the pitched and flat roof elements of the roof
had 2-3 years left (see the village hall website
for a more detailed account).

Village Hall Management Committee

A BIG THANK YOU

Julie, Mick and family would like to
thank you all for your get well wishes
over the last few months. It has been
a great comfort knowing we have
your support.

The management committee prepared a
strategy for fundraising and formed a small
sub-committee to investigate the most
appropriate replacement roof material and to
obtain quotations from contractors. Because
the structure of the roof can only support a
lightweight covering, investigations revealed
that a metal tiling product would be the most
suitable replacement. Quotations have now
been received from specialist suppliers of this
system. We have contacted various sites who
have used this system, and Kettering
Borough Council Planning Department have
visited and given us their approval in terms
of planning permissions.

Julie & Mick Andrews
We very much regret that this thank you was
inadvertently omitted from the last Chronicle and
we are pleased to be able to report that Julia has
now completed her treatment. We would like to be
included in sending our very best wishes to her.

The next edition of the Chronicle will be
published at the beginning of June 2018

But nothing could happen until the required
funding was obtained. Based on the
quotations received, funding of some
£40,000 was required. After a long campaign
of writing funding applications to external
bodies during 2017 - and with support from
the village hall’s own resources and from the
Parish Council - the management committee
is pleased to report that our target of pledged

Please note, for this edition only, all
emailed articles to be sent to
Georgina Royle for this Sumer edition
Georgina.royle@gmail.com
Hard copies to:
Lawrence Dale 23A Rushton Road
Thank you
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COUNCIL NEWS
In 2010 when our Parish Plan was completed over 90% of those taking part felt it was important
for the parish council to be aware of what was going on in the parish. The only statement that
received even greater support was that the parish council should be aware of events going on
outside the parish, which might have an impact on those living inside the parish.
At the time it was probably felt that such events would include large planning applications,
decisions on transport policies and the like, rather than the local council upheavals which we are
currently reading about.
By the time this Chronicle is published we may know the outcome of the enquiry into
Northamptonshire County Council’s financial management and have some indicators what this is
likely to mean for future service provision. It may also be that this will hasten the shift to a
leaner and more devolved local government structure in the county, as referred to by County
Councillor Alan Matthews elsewhere.
What might this mean for parish and town councils? Probably a lot is the answer.
Historically the relationship between parish councils and our borough council in Kettering has
differed from that in most parts of the country, in that we have had few immediate
responsibilities, whilst the borough council has provided a number of direct services, such as
maintenance of the playing field and of street lighting, with this being reflected in the
distribution of council tax revenue.
If things change along the lines being suggested, as is happening in some other parts of the
country, it is likely that the borough and district councils will disappear leaving the towns and
parishes to work directly with the county or an equivalent. In our part of the world this could
take us in one step from where we are now to having a greater involvement in service provision
which parishes outside Kettering are already used to, which would be a significant change.
The council parish would have a larger budget, greater responsibilities and more to do.
In Wilbarston, not least because of good clerks, who have kept us on track, we have tried to
keep up to date with successive central directives on how we work, what records we keep, what
policies we need to have in place, etc.
I am confident that the parish council is competent to move ahead in whatever way changes
dictate.
We are fortunate in having at the moment, a good mix of experience and fresh ideas. However,
people will move on and the opportunities waiting around the corner could appeal to some
whose previous perception of parish councils has been based on the ‘Vicar of Dibley’. The next
elections will be in 2019 so if you think you might be interested why not use 2018 to find out
more? The council meetings are in the evening on the second Thursday monthly and are open to
the public, who have an opportunity to speak. You can get more information from any current
councillor (contact details on the notice board and website) or why not do your own research
online? There are some entertaining clips on YouTube, although not necessarily representative
of how we operate here.
Nick Richards Chair, Wilbarston Parish Council
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Friends of Wilbarston Church
100 Club
Would you like to be entered into a monthly draw and support your local Church
at the same time?
If so, then join our new 100 Club
Monthly Prizes*
First Prize - £100
Second Prize £75
Third Prize £25
Cost of ticket – £60 per year (£5 per month)
No limit to the number of tickets you can have or why not share a number or gift
one to a friend or family member?
Please contact Hilary Lawton on 771465 if you would like to join
ENLIGHTENED WILBARSTON
This winter the village street lights have worked well. Lights are bright and
functioning. Compared with the dimness of last year only six of the 62 lights
have failed. Of these one, in Main Street, was repaired the day after I
reported it, two others almost immediately; others have taken from one to
three weeks. KBC try to repair within ten working days. EON who effect the
repairs usually come to the village once a week on a Monday or Tuesday. I
generally report the lights not working, and the ones which have been put
right, on a Tuesday night.
Compared with last winter when 25 lights malfunctioned, some for a long
time, this year has been good; so, the six briefly not working so far this winter is a much better
performance. The churchyard gate lantern was put right immediately after I reported it not
working in November; last year it needed a specialised fitment and it was 49 weeks in total
before this was supplied. It was finally working just in time for the summer!
If you are aware of a street light not working please let me know at once as I report direct to
the officer in charge. If I am dissatisfied I can report to higher departments. I keep a record of
the lights so can follow actions and non-actions. KBC lets me know of any problems or reason
for delay.
Although I do note many of the lights in the village I cannot regularly check ALL 62 of them, so
please let me know promptly of ones not working. Help keep Wilbarston enlightened.
Rosalind Willatts 01536 770875, 2 Barlow’s Lane, rmwillatts@uwclub.net

Easter Opening Times for the PO & Shop
Over the Easter weekend the shop and Post Office will be open as follows:

Friday 30TH March
(Good Friday)
Saturday 31st
March
Sunday 1st April
(Easter Sunday)
Monday 2nd April
(Bank Holiday)

0730 - 1300
0730 - 1900

May we take this opportunity to wish all our
customers a very Happy Easter and thank you for
your continued support.

Closed
Closed
4

SPRING TERM NEWS FROM WILBARSTON CEVC
PRIMARY SCHOOL
Hello from all at school. It seems two minutes since our Christmas
plays and parties and here we are nearing Spring. We know members
of the community attended and supported our Christmas Fair at
school. A lot of money was raised. It is hoped we will continue this
new event. Thank you if you came and spent money or even helped.
It is really appreciated in these tough times for school funding.
Here is a flavour of what our children have been up to since Christmas:
Class 1 children continue to settle into school well and have been learning about fairy stories
and enchanted forests this term. Soon they will start growing things and looking for mini-beasts.
In maths their special topic this term is learning how to measure using different items and how
to compare lengths.
Class 2 news – children aged 5-7 are in Class 2. Their teacher, Mrs Curran, had her first baby
just after Christmas. She had a son, baby Dominic. Whilst she is on maternity leave until June
the class are being taught by Mrs Wynn and Ms Robertson. They are having
fun learning about the Great Fire of London and will be making Tudor houses
in Design sessions as part of this topic.
Class 3 children are studying the Stone Age, Bronze Age and Iron Age as a
history unit. As part of this they have made a clay version of Stonehenge and
some round houses. They have also learnt about cave drawing and made
some similar pieces of art. In R.E. the children are finding out why Christians believe Jesus to be
an inspiration using parables and miracle stories from the Bible to help them.
Class 4 pupils have been learning about Victorians. Children have studied the Workhouses, the
lives of children both rich and poor, working conditions for the poor in factories and mines and
also how education developed. Children have looked at the art of William Morris and the
patterned Encana Tiles that were popular in the period. They even had a chance to play some
Victorian playground and parlour games too.
Class 5 pupils completed a lengthy Tudors topic prior to Christmas and are now finding out
about both the World Wars. They have been able to choose their own reading book based on a
war theme and are sharing their views of these. In English they are reading the book Wonder as
a class and discussing some of the issues it raises. They have also been learning about ratio and
proportion by making cakes – not using rations fortunately!
Children in the two top classes continue to enjoy French lessons with our teacher from
Montsaye, Mrs Petchey. Class 3 are taught French by their class-teacher. Miss Franklin, our Key
Stage 2 leader, has also been working with other junior classes teaching music workshops,
which they have really enjoyed.
Children in the juniors took part in trials for our annual swimming gala at
Montsaye pool against our other MAT schools in the area. We are also
looking forward to our Y2 Sing In event where our Y2 children join up with
other Y2 children to sing at a communal event hosted at Loatlands School.
Our usual Easter events are planned for later this term – our Easter Egg
hunt and our Easter Service. Sadly, due to the damage at the church and
subsequent repairs being made during the last week of term, we are unable
to hold our service in church. We will have our service at school with just the
children and staff. What a sad change to our tradition at this special time.
After Easter we will soon be practising for the Midsummer Fair and looking forward to some
better weather for our summer events.
With all best wishes,
Andrea Green and all at school.
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WILBARSTON AND STOKE ALBANY
CARE SCHEME

FRIENDS
We are now into a new year of Friends events
and a new place to enjoy them. Our final
speaker for 2017 in November was from
Northamptonshire beekeepers. We were able
to buy samples of the different types of
honey and most of us learnt things about
bees and bee keeping which we had not
known before. It is a lot more complicated
than it seems!
We ended the year with our usual Christmas
party – festive food, Christmas songs, a
rather large pass the parcel and mulled wine.
Just the way to end a pleasant year of
Friends meetings.
2018 started in our new meeting place –
Wilbarston Village Hall Committee Room –
with our AGM followed by a Back to School
quiz, which was again won by Anne
Goldsmith and Caroline Wilkes. They will
certainly have something to live up to next
year.
In February we have Dr Len Holden coming
to talk about the Rise and Decline of Country
Houses. As we have quite a few big houses
in and around the county it should prove
interesting.
In March we welcome back
Market Harborough Movie
Makers. After their successful
visit last February many of the
Friends members asked to have
them back. This time we will
be seeing films on Foxton Locks: Past and
Present and the Hallaton Treasure.

Started in 1982 this is a
free service run by the
community for the
community. It is
available to anyone in the two villages that
needs transport to keep an appointment at
the hospital, doctors, dentists or opticians
who does not have their own transport.
The scheme is funded by donations, usually
through a collection tin in the Post Office,
currently removed as the generosity of the
village has left us with more money than we
need. Once we have used up the excess the
tin will return!
Volunteer drivers receive a flat rate allowance
to cover costs based on the location driven
to, for example a round trip to Desborough is
paid at the rate of £5.00, Kettering £8.00.
Any car park costs are paid by the user.
To use the scheme please telephone the coordinator for the appropriate village; for the
time being that is Jeremy Burrell in
Wilbarston, tel. 01536 770004 and Katherine
Malin in Stoke Albany, tel 01858 535291.
As always, we are looking for additional
volunteer drivers, the more we have the less
often we need to call on each driver. If
anyone would like to be a driver please
contact either Jeremy or Katherine by
telephone or by email at Jeremy@bonhanshortus.co.uk. Perhaps you are only able to
volunteer for specific days or odd days when
not working – please do not let this put you
off volunteering, everybody more than
welcome!
A request for current drivers in
Wilbarston - please would you contact
Jeremy to confirm you would like to continue
driving (please!)
We know the scheme is appreciated and take
this opportunity to thank all our volunteer
drivers on behalf of the users – thank you.
And finally - please do not feel afraid to use
the scheme it is there for you to use.
Jeremy and Katherine

In April we are having an ‘in house’ session
where we will be decorating straw bonnets
for Easter, to the accompaniment of
members’ favourite songs.
Some of you may have noticed that the
Friends coffee mornings take place on a
different day – the first Wednesday of each
month – and at a different venue – 19
Rushton Road, Wilbarston. So far, we have
had two very successful meetings, hopefully
more people will come in the future. As
always new visitors are always welcome to
come along and check us out, whether it is at
one of the Wednesday coffee mornings or at
the evening meetings on the third
Wednesday of each month. Programmes of
events of 2018 are available from Wilbarston
village shop or from Bobbee Mellor.
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WILBARSTON IN AN EMERGENCY
A massive fire, an explosion in a large passing vehicle or premises, deep snowfall and drifts
cutting the village off from local towns, motor or other accidents, a serious motor accident
perhaps involving two passenger coaches, an aircraft crash, major storms with roads cut off and
power lost. No one knows what emergency will happen or when so it is best to BE PREPARED.
The Parish Council is considering having an EMERGENCY PLAN. This would be updated annually
with copies on the parish website, parish notice board, and other publicly available locations in
the village.
This would be a VILLAGE emergency plan for and by the village.
Although there are official emergency services, these might not be able to reach the village; the
village would need to react whilst awaiting them and be able to assist them when they arrive
them.
So, what would the Emergency plan contain? Below are some ideas:

 A list of official phone numbers in one convenient place for contact.
 Access to the Village Hall which could become a place of shelter and refuge for
vulnerable residents or people caught up in the emergency
 A list of residents and contacts who have skills and are able and willing to help.
 People with medical, nursing, and first aid skills.
 People able and willing to help with catering.
 People who have alternative heating equipment for providing hot drinks and
meals were electricity to be cut off.
 People with equipment such as chain saws and lifting equipment to clear
hazards such as fallen trees, or debris; snow clearance.
In addition, people could help in visiting vulnerable people (elderly, sick, disabled, housebound,
parents with young children) to check on their situation and help.
If you think an emergency plan is a sensible idea, if you have skills or equipment you could
volunteer, if you have ideas as to what it should / could contain, please contact Parish
Councillors David James 9 Scotts Lane davejames@me.com (01536) 770066
or Rosalind Willatts 2 Barlows Lane, rmwillatts@uwclub.net (01536) 770875
A meeting can then be arranged (perhaps in the Fox PH) to mindmap ideas and work out how to
develop the plan.

Summer Fair 2018
The summer fair has been a major event on the village calendar for many years – raising funds for
both the village hall and the Church. Until now, the fair has been organised by a dedicated group of
volunteers from the village but with a number of changes mean, this group are no longer in a
position to organise this year’s event.
While there are still many volunteers in the village who are prepared to support the fair, and a well
tried and tested ‘template’ to follow, what we now need is somebody to step forward and establish
a summer fair organising committee, set a date and put together a programme of events, shows
etc.
Are you that person? Are you willing to get involved and organise things? If you are, please contact
Georgina Royle on 771428 or email Georgina.royle@gmail.com
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This article appeared in the first edition of the Chronicle in 1974
TOWARDS A VILLAGE HALL IN WILBARSTON
The question of a village hall has been disputed in usually muted tones for years past.
In the mean-while our neighbours have gone actively ahead and East Carlton, Dingley
and now Stoke all have their own halls. We, the biggest community in the area, have
no place of communal assembly. Earlier attempts to purchase the old Chapel proved
abortive and, when the most recent bid by the British Legion was frustrated, the Parish
Council was bought into the arena first time.
It was once decided to ask Kettering Borough Council to use their powers to place a
compulsory purchase order on the building a letter from the Clerk brought by return a
survey party comprising the Chief Executive of the borough, his Engineer and Planner
and the Parish’s elected representative. They looked over the Chapel and concluded
that the purchase price plus the cost of rendering it habitable would be so high that it
would make better economic sense to build a new hall.
The Parish Council suggested part of the football field as a suitable site since the
building would then serve the dual purpose of village hall and changing rooms – a real
community centre. If you attended the Planning Meeting on 27 August 1974 you will
know the matter is in hand.
Since then, village hall has become a real asset to its community and it is so pleasing that
efforts to raise funds for the replacement roof have been successful. Many thanks to Mike
Doyle, chairman of the committee, who has really led from the front.
DESBOROUGH AND DISTRICT GROUP OF THE WILDLIFE TRUSTS,
UPCOMING MEETINGS.
Indoor meetings held at Desborough Heritage Centre, Station Road, Desborough
commencing at 7.30 pm unless otherwise specified. Admission £2 to include
coffee/tea and biscuits.
Tuesday 13th March: Northamptonshire bird club competition photographs.
Illustrated talk by John Showers presenting the excellent photographs of birds and other wildlife entered
into the ‘Bird Clubs’ annual competition.
Tuesday 10th April: commencing at 7.00 pm. The groups’ annual general meeting followed by “The
Nene Valley a Living Landscape”, an illustrated talk by Matt Johnston of the Wildlife Trust. Matt describes
the exciting developments for wildlife along the Nene Valley.
Outdoor Events : For the summer months our outdoor events take place on Tuesdays, meeting at
7.00pm or on Sundays meeting at 10.00am (unless otherwise stated), for both meet in Station Road,
Desborough or go directly to the venue. For outdoor events please bring stout footwear and waterproof
clothing and for Sunday Events packed lunch and a drink. Events are free to attend unless specified.
Tuesday 8th May: Stoke Wood, near Stoke Albany: A spring visit the Woodland Trust and Wildlife Trust
Site of Special Scientific Interest with the voluntary warden.
Sunday 20th May: A visit to the Hambleton Peninsula to see spring wildflowers in the area surrounded
by Rutland Water with Stephen Ashpole.
Sunday 10th June: Don’t forget to put this in your diary, Desborough Open Gardens, a fundraiser for
the Desborough and District Group and for the excellent Desborough Heritage Centre. This year three of
the gardens are in the ‘yellow book’. Posters will go up shortly with further details.
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WILBARSTON VILLAGE HALL
Website: www.wilbarstonvillagehall.btck.co.uk
Also on Facebook: https://facebook.com/wilbarstonvillagehall/
This time of the year is traditionally a quiet time at the village hall with hall bookings and
general usage at a minimal level. But not this year! The start of 2018 has seen a surge in hall
bookings and most encouragingly, some of the bookings are from new groups who now want to
use the hall during the week. As well as our Art classes, indoor bowls, badminton and keep fit
classes we can now add indoor cricket, Pilates and a playgroup. The hall is also receiving more
bookings for social events at weekends and evenings. We like to think it is due in part to the
extra effort being made to improve the decor and general standards at the hall which visitors
are noticing and are spreading the word that the hall is an attractive venue to hire.
Broadband and WiFi are now up and running at the hall and once again, a big thank you to
Gigaclear for their sponsorship and generous support. For users of the hall, the new WiFi
password can be obtained from our Caretaker, Keith Langdon. Installing broadband has also
given us the opportunity to install a credit card reader facility in the bar which will certainly offer
improved payment facilities for our customers. Thanks to committee members John Hooper and
Antony Major who investigated and organised this facility. The installation of Broadband also
offers opportunities for us to explore new activities at the hall. Ideas include a possible
computer club for those wishing to improve their computing skills and gaming competitions for
our younger community in the village. If anybody wants to add their input to these ideas and/or
can take things forward, please contact us. We are also updating and refreshing our website and
changes will be made in the near future.
The committee continues to organise a regular programme of social events at the hall. Wild
Willy Barrett and John Otway gave us an “entertaining” night on Saturday 17th February with
fans from the village and further afield thoroughly enjoying the night. The attendance was 160
and a major boost was given to village hall funds for the roof repair through our share of ticket
sales and the bar. Thanks to Tony Huxley and Derek Taylor for organising this successful event
and all the committee members and volunteers who helped on the night. (Did anybody take any
photos of the Wild Willy gig? If you did, we would like to place on our website. Could you please
email to antony.major@outlook.com )
We have a return comedy night planned for Saturday 17th March so come along and enjoy a
varied line-up of comedians and a great ‘compere-beyond-compare’, Alan Seaman. Tickets can
be bought on-line from www.wegottickets.com or from the village shop. All proceeds to the
village hall roof repair project. Peter Chilton will be organising another “Rock-for-the-Bells (or
possibly Church Roof?)”. Dates are yet to be finalised - but sometime in May/June. Watch out
for the posters and online at www.wilbarstonvillagehall@btck.co.uk or our Facebook page.
Market Harborough Brass Band are hoping to give us a concert later in March, again watch for
the posters.
In terms of hall maintenance, we continue our programme of decorating and improvement as
funds become available. We have refurbished the ceiling in the bar and will be decorating the
bar area shortly.
If you have recently moved into the village or have never visited the hall, please come and have
a look at the facilities we have available should you need a venue to celebrate a wedding, party
or other event. The hall is particularly popular for children’s parties at weekends. If you or
anybody you know might be interested in hiring the hall for clubs, keep-fit, dancing etc please
contact our caretaker, Keith Langdon on 01536 771501 or email keithlangdon67@gmail.com for
more information.
We welcome two new members to the Committee – Moira Loake and Antony Major but are still
looking for additional committee members.
PLEASE REMEMBER THE HALL IS A GREAT ASSET FOR THE VILLAGE WE CAN ONLY PROVIDE
THIS FACILITY WITH SUPPORT FROM THE VILLAGE!!
Village Hall Management Committee
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Church Services

Date and Place
March 4th (3rd Sunday of Lent)
Weston
Wilbarston

Time and Service

9.00am Communion
10.30am Village Service

March 11th (Mothering
Sunday)
Sutton
Stoke
Ashley
Weston

9.00am Communion
9.00am Communion
10.30am Village
Communion
6.00pm Evening Service

March 18th (5th of Lent)
Wilbarston
Weston
Ashley

9.00am Communion
10.30am Village service
6.00pm Evensong

March 25th (Palm Sunday)
Ashley
Stoke
Wilbarston
March 29th (Maundy
Thursday)
Weston
March 30th (Good Friday)
Weston
Wilbarston

April 1st (Easter Day)
Weston
Stoke
Ashley

9.00am Communion
10.30am Village
Communion
6 pm Evening Service

Date and Place

Time and Service

April 22nd (4th of Easter)
Sutton
9.00am Communion
Stoke
10.30am Village
Wilbarston
Communion
6.00pm Evening Service
April 29th (5th of Easter)
Weston
10.30amBenefice
Communion

May 6th (6th of Easter)
Weston
Wilbarston
May 10th ( Ascension
Day)
Weston

9.00am Communion
10.30am Village Service

7.00pm Communion

March 30th (Good Friday) 7.30pm Deanery Service
Welton

7.00pm Communion

10.00am Hot Cross Bun
service
2.00pm Hour by the Cross

May 13th (7th of Easter)
Sutton
Stoke
Ashley
Weston
May 20th (Pentecost)
Stoke

9.00am Communion
10.30am Village
Communion
10.30am Village
Communion

April 8th (2nd of Easter)
Suttons
Stoke
Ashley
Weston

9.00am Communion
9.00am Communion
10.30am Village Service
6.00pm Evensong

April 15th (3rd of Easter)
Wilbarston
Weston
Ashly

9.00am Communion
10.30am Village Service
6.00pm Evensong
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May 27th (Trinity)
Ashley
Weston
Wilbarston

9.00am Communion
9.00am Communion
10.30am Village
Communion
6.00pm Evensong
10.30amBenefice
Communion

9.00am Communion
10.30am Village
Communion
6.00pm Evening Service

WILBARSTON AND STOKE ALBANY BELL
RINGERS
So, what’s the news from the bell ringers of Wilbarston and Stoke?
Great news, we have managed to raise the full amount needed for the
additional bell and rehanging of three of the bells currently hung on old fittings
dating back to 1883.
We still need to raise a little more to cover for contingencies in case anything
untoward crops up during the removal and reinstallation of the bells so we will
be arranging one or two events in the near future to help get this covered.
Reaching our initial target allowed us to place the order with John Taylor and
Sons, Bell Founders of Loughborough just before Christmas. As a result of this
instruction Taylors scheduled the casting of the new treble bell on Thursday 1 st February. A group of 21 people
attended this historical event with 14 of us taking a bus to Loughborough (the remaining 7 making their own way
there). Unfortunately, our vicar Sally wasn’t able to join us due to ill health the day before. The bus passengers
included a truly wonderful photographer Dorte Kjaerulff who took a whole raft of photos some of which will be
on display in the church shortly so you can judge for yourselves.
I must add here that some of the party on the bus made a real effort with food for our journey and one of the
newcomers to the village and bell ringing band, Tracey Easton, had got out of bed the two-previous mornings at
5:00am to do some baking!
I must also mention Frank Wilkes who drove the bus for us. He is a real treasure!
There is a picture above of the group taken outside Taylors’ following the casting ceremony.
The visit began early afternoon with a tour of Taylors museum. This is a truly wonderful exhibition (especially for
bell ringers! although there were four or five non-bell ringers in our party all of whom found the visit really
enthralling)
The museum had numerous examples of bells, dating back many years, together with details and pictures of
some the earliest examples known from historical documents. We had the opportunity to chime a series of
“types” of bells using special mallets. (David Osborne used his walking stick!)
Following the guided tour of the museum we progressed to the foundry itself to see all the processes required
to cast and refurbish bells. It may be of interest to you to know we weren’t the only party seeing our bells being
cast, there was also a party from Little Cornard in Suffolk seeing two new bells being cast. Their bells hadn’t
been rung for around 200 years and the cost for their project was £130,000. This was also raised by the local
community together with a number of grants.
In the foundry we saw various bell projects progressing through the works from some just arriving to be
refurbished in a quite old and dilapidated state through to some totally complete and ready for sending back to
their respective churches. From my point of view the whole tour was amazing but especially the woodworking
shop where they make new wheels.
During the tour there were various messages being sent back and forth keeping the tour guides up to date with
the temperature of the molten bell metal so we could see the actual casting. This happened around 2:50
Now we moved onto the main event, the casting of our new bell.
It is truly an amazing experience to see a bell (well bells in this case) being cast particularly when it is for your
own church.
We were taken into a viewing gallery which is approx. 20 feet above the foundry floor. From there we saw t he
molten metal being poured from the furnace into the crucible (bear in mind the bell metal has been heated up to
1200 degrees centigrade) and it passing down the centre of the casting area to the “heads” of the three bells
being cast. I must admit what I didn’t expect was that the bell moulds themselves were actually buried in the
ground and we were told this was to make sure everything was safe particularly in the event of the mould
exploding!
The molten metal was poured into the “box” on the top of the casting and one of the foundry men stirred the
molten metal to ensure all impurities rose to the top and to remove any possible air from the casting.
Once all three bells had been cast and we were allowed down onto the foundry floor to see the three “heads”
we asked the Rev David Osborne to bless the bells and considering it was a lastminute request by me he gave a truly moving blessing that moved one or two of
us almost to tears!
All that was left for us to do now was make our way back to Wilbarston either on
the bus or by private transport.
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The remaining programme for the work on the bells is as follows:
Immediately after Easter, commencing Easter Monday in fact, the bells will be stripped down by local ringers in
readiness for the bell hanger to arrive and supervise the lowering of the bells from the tower. He is due on the
Tuesday.
The team of local ringers carrying out the heavy work in taking the bells out will be led by Nick Churchman and
Murray Coleman in harmony with the Taylors bell hanger. This exercise will take around three days to complete
and will afford the village community the opportunity of seeing the bells in their raw condition following over 130
years of being up in the tower. They will then be transported back to Loughborough for their total refurbishment.
It is anticipated this will take around 3 – 4 months to complete and we will have a more accurate time period in
the coming weeks. So, we hope they will be back around the end of July / beginning of August.
When the bells are returned there will again be an opportunity for the village community to view them before
they are lifted back into the tower.
We are planning to have a special dedication service once the bells are fully installed.
It is envisaged that once in the tower we will hold an open evening to for all the village to see and hear the “first
official ring of the new bells”.
Exciting times are on the way and I hope you will help us celebrate this truly historic event.
Peter Chilton on behalf of the Wilbarston and Stoke bell ringers

CHRISTMAS QUIZ ANSWERS
1. Robert L May
2. Chestnuts roasting on an open
fire
3. Nazareth
4. 2 hours (Finland is 2 hours
ahead of the UK
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

2 become 1, Too Much, Goodbye
St Nicholas
Wenceslas
Keira Knightly
Twas the night before Christmas
(originally called A visit from St.
Nicholas
10.Whoville

11. One Horse Open Sleigh
12. Christmas trees/Fir trees
13 Elton John
14 False: Although not impossible, it
was very unlikely that Jesus was
actually born on Christmas Day
15. Comfort and Joy
16. A Calf
17. Indian Ocean
18. Squirrel
19. Rockabye by Clean Bandit ft. Sean
Paul and Anne Marie
20. 28th December
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