Autumn 2018

PARISH NEWS
LOCAL BUS SERVICE
Wilbarston and most other parishes along the Welland Valley between Market
Harborough and Corby are now without any scheduled bus service - even the ’diala-bus’, service of County Connect has ceased. There are village volunteer run
alternatives such as the Care scheme and the regular minibus outings to provide some means of travelling
outside the village but there is no scheduled service, to be used at discretion and accepting a bus pass
where appropriate.
Of all the villages affected Wilbarston, historically, has probably been the biggest user of such services,
with a survey some years ago showing demand for travel to Harborough and Corby for purposes including
shopping, medical appointments, leisure activities and visiting friends and family.
For some months the parish council has been working with others, and in fact has taken the lead, to try to
establish a very limited service as a means of testing demand. This would operate two days per week,
picking up from villages and running to and from Harborough, with a two-hour break in the town, on
Tuesdays and doing similarly to Corby on Fridays.
Northamptonshire County Council are unable to provide any funding but they can make available the
expertise to negotiate and manage any contract with a bus provider. The challenge has been to find the
funding, i.e. to bridge the likely gap between the operator’s costs and the income from fares and bus pass
receipts - although this will be a restricted service it will be scheduled and bus passes will be valid.
Kettering and Corby Borough Councils were approached, each being asked to provide 50% of the forecast
requirement. Kettering responded positively but Corby required more time to reach a decision, which is
still awaited. To avoid further delay the participating parishes decided to fund 50% from their own
reserves, at least temporarily, and many have now contributed.
Having had to overcome a number of obstacles this project is now moving quickly and at the time of
writing we almost have sufficient funds from the parishes to proceed, and with more in the pipeline, we
shall shortly be seeking the matched contribution from Kettering BC. Thereafter an agreement will be
signed with Northamptonshire County Council to enable the service to proceed as soon as formalities are
completed.

A huge thank you
to Nick Richards
who has led the
campaign to
provide at least a
skeleton service.
Please make sure
this bus service
used. Spread the
word!

We very much hope that this is going to happen, but at the moment it will
be an experiment designed to run until the end of March 2019 to test
demand and viability. If the numbers are good the time can be used to
explore how the service might continue and perhaps expand in the future,
ideally as a commercially viable venture or at least one requiring minimal
subsidy - current levels would not be sustainable for parishes, which have
restricted means. If the numbers are too low the experiment will have to
be curtailed.
The proposed name for the service is the Welland Wanderer, with the
timetable and fares to be published shortly. Further details will be on
notice boards and the parish council website as they become available.
Please try it. With only a 16 -seater vehicle one possibility is that it may
have insufficient capacity and this is one problem the group of parishes
will be happy to have to tackle.

1

Well where do I start, such a lot has happened since the last
article for the Wilbarston Chronicle!
As you may recall we weren’t too sure when our bells would be
returned to us but as most of you will be aware from the services
held recently they did return earlier than we originally thought.
I finished the last article in the Chronicle at the point where the
bells were taken away by Taylors to their foundry in
Loughborough.
Whilst the bells were away one or two working parties carried
out various tasks to get the tower ready for the return of the bells
and this included painting the old 1883 iron bell frame and
having a really good clean up mainly carried out by Helen and
Nick Churchman and Murray Coleman (Helens Dad).
So that the new ringers could keep their “hand in” whilst the bells
were away and continue progress in their ringing abilities we
asked a number a local churches if they would allow us to ring on their bells on our Tuesday evening practice nights. We
had a wonderful response and they all said yes! The churches in question were Dingley, Stoke Albany, Brampton Ash,
Desborough, Weston by Welland and Rothwell. This also gave the new ringers a very
good opportunity to improve their bell handling skills on some of the best bells in the
area and in readiness for the return of our own bells.
We believe that due to a number of difficulties Taylors encountered in removing the
bells from St Paul’s Cathedral ours, and I’m guessing one or two other rings, were
pushed through a little quicker than we anticipated and were returned on Monday 21st
May.
The lorry with the six bells on board arrived around 11:30 having been loaded at the
bell foundry that morning and picking up the new upper tier steel bell frame from the
galvanisers in Corby. From 12 noon until 5:30ish a team of assistant bell hangers
supervised by Taylors bell hanger off loaded the bells, the frame and all the other
components and lined the bells up in the main aisle ready for the hallowing service
the following morning. This involved “blessing” the new bell and its five companions.
The service was well attended by villagers and bell ringers alike. Rev Sally, assisted
by Mike Southwell, carried out a wonderful service that I’m sure all of us will
remember for years to come.
Following the service, the task of raising all six bells back into the tower commenced.
This was carried out by the same team that unloaded the bells the day before.
Whilst this was finally
completed in around four
weeks it was not a straight forward operation. There were a
number of problems needing to be resolved mostly on the hoof
and Neil Thomas Taylor’s bell hanger deserves a medal for all
the additional time spent figuring out some quite difficult issues.
He was ably assisted by the three main assistant bell hangers,
Nick Churchman, Murray Coleman and Andy Bimson, I should
also mention here Stuart Winn who was in attendance throughout
most of the operation.
Despite these issues the installation was complete and we had
the “first try out ring” on Tuesday evening the 19th June which
again was well attended, by bell ringers and a number of
villagers.
Following this historic event there were further items we wanted
to address before we had the rededication service. This included decorating the ringing area and having some new lighting
fitted all of which we had to obtain the Archdeacon’s approval for, which came through in the nick of time thanks to some
persistent prodding by Rosalind. Most of this voluntary work was carried out by Rosalind Willatts, Helen Churchman and
Siobhan Lovell
On Sunday 22nd July we held the rededication service.
The church was packed with well over 100 people attending and I heard one comment from a visitor who said that when
he tried to park close by all he could see was people walking to the church. This included lots of villagers from Wilbarston,
other villages in the benefice and surrounding area together with a number of ringers who came from near and far to try the
new bells. Another comment we had was that we had three forms of musical praise on the night, the bells, the praise band
and the organ. The praise band you will know well. The organist was Jonathan Mack from Corby who I managed to persuade
to help out during a visit he made to the church whilst we were getting the bells back into the tower.
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Our patron James Saunders Watson attended along with his wife, Lizzie and James’ mother Georgina too. James read the
first lesson. The second lesson was read by Julia Tristram Eve and a special bell ringers’ poem was read by Rosalind
Willatts.
The ringing before the service was carried out on the original 5 bells and by all local Wilbarston and Stoke Albany ringers.
During the service itself there was a short burst of ringing on the new 6 bells at the point where the Revd Sally blessed the
ropes and bells and in particular the new treble bell.
I must add here that the address the Rev Sally gave was both in keeping with the occasion, and very amusing
Towards the end of the service I said a few words about the project and it gave me the opportunity to present “thank you”
presents to some of the people who gave an awful lot of their time to help bring the project to such a satisfactory conclusion
After the service there was “open” ringing on the new set of bells and I lost count of the number of ringers who did get a
ring but I must say all the comments we heard were very complimentary about them. Amongst the ringers were the
President, the Treasurer and the Steward of the Peterborough Diocesan Guild of Church Bell Ringers.
Also, at the end of the service, there was a wonderful array of food available which was all home made by the ringers and
was organised brilliantly by Helen Churchman. The ladies and gentlemen that helped Helen with this and provided some
really amazing cakes and sausage rolls were: Siobhan Lovell, Ann Dowling, Trudy Winn, Rosalind Willatts, Tracey Easton,
Diane Atter, Rose Bimson, Jeremy Burrell and Nick Churchman. I should add here that Helen and Nick Churchman spent
quite a lot of their time on the Sunday afternoon making sandwiches.
Finally, there are three ladies who need a special mention. They provided the drinks for the event, dispensed them and
then orchestrated all the washing up, Clare Holden, Julia Tristram Eve and Debbie Broomfield. Thank you very much!
So here we are with what in effect is a brand-new set of bells that will last for many generations to come and is the legacy
of the village of 2018.
One of the principal objectives of the project was to encourage younger people to take up bell ringing. I’m pleased to say
that we do have two new ringers join us and I’m hoping we will have more once the holiday season is over.
Finally, may I say a huge thank you to you the villages of Wilbarston and Stoke for helping making the project come to
fruition.
One last item to mention here as well. The proposed Rock for the Bells will now be Rock for the Church Roof and will be
taking place on Saturday 13th October in the village hall. The final details are yet to be agreed and will be advertised
throughout the village and further afield nearer the time. Would you please make a note of the date in your diaries?
The photograph of the bell hangers’ helpers are from left to right. Nick Churchman, Murray Coleman, Neil
Thomas (John Taylors bell hanger) Stuart Winn, Andy Bimson, Peter Chilton

Thank you
Peter Chilton for the Wilbarston and Stoke Bellringers
UNITARY AUTHORITY UPDATE

WILBARSTON CHURCH ROOF

A consultation process has been carried out in
Northamptonshire seeking views on how to
proceed in the wake of the widely publicised
financial problems at the county council. Chosen
members of the public were taken through a
series of questions leading to a conclusion that
the recommended proposal for two unitary
authorities is the best option. Particularly in the
south of the county there does seem to be quite a
bit of support for establishing Northampton as an
authority in its own right but overall the view is
that the recommendation will become reality and
we should start to plan for it.

After months of negotiating permissions were
finally granted and work to replace the roof that
had been stolen could begin.
The main
contractor and the sub-contractors undertaking
the work have been very efficient and helpful
and the fine summer has meant they were able
to make good progress. The church is now
waterproof.
Thank you to everybody who contributed
towards the cost of the roof replacement. It is
a great blessing to know the church is now
protected.

The parish council will follow this closely. In
Kettering Borough there should be the
opportunity to take on some services currently
delivered by the borough (where parishes are
currently less involved in direct provision than in
most other authorities) but this will come at a
cost. The parish council tax precept will need to
go up, but the previous combined county and
borough charges should go down to compensate.
We’ll see. This will be an area we’ll be following
particularly closely. As more detail becomes
available the parish council will be consulting with
residents on future services and costs.

FRESH GRIMSBY FISH
EVERY WEDNESDAY
BETWEEN 1250 – 1330
OUTSIDE THE POST OFFICE
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FOR INFORMATION CONTACT MICHAEL
HANLEY
07957699606

OUR SWIFTS
We are very lucky in our village to have what appears to be a thriving population of that
amazing bird – the common swift. There is so much more to this bird than their
astonishing aerobatic, effortless flight which we are privileged to witness for 3 summer
months of the year.
It is estimated that swifts fly an average daily total of 800kms – nearly 500 miles.
That’s about 2 million km (more than 1.24 million miles) in their life time.
They eat, sleep and mate in flight.
They feed exclusively on insects and only come to land when nesting.
Parent swifts collect up to 1000 insects at once to take back to their chicks, they can gather up to
100,000 insects per day.
Swifts are the fastest bird in level flight – 69.3 mph has been recorded. After leaving their nest they keep
flying non-stop for 3 years. They have been observed migrating at 18,700 feet (5,700 meters) over
Ladakh in the Himalayas. At least twice daily, usually at dawn and dusk the common swift will climb to
about 10,000 feet to slowly glide down – power naps perhaps?
Yet our swifts are in trouble, deep trouble. In the last 20 years we have lost ½ of our swifts; the decline
in the overall population has been so steep that the bird has been Amber Listed – considered to be
endangered.
The causes of this are many and varied. Here in the UK the loss of nest sites is a major factor. Migrant
birds return from their wintering grounds in Africa to the same spot each year to breed usually in
buildings, in gaps under roof tiles and in eaves. Sadly, with the demolition of old buildings, the conversion
of old factories and warehouses (all favoured sites for nesting swifts) and the restoration of decaying
historic buildings and our tendency to seal up buildings, swifts are returning to discover their nest sites
have gone or the access blocked.
Another major factor is the loss of 80% (that’s right – 80%) of our insects in recent years, that 100,000
insects a day starts to become a tall order.
BUT WE CAN HELP and we should. We can ensure that here in Wilbarston there are always welcoming
places to nest, either by erecting swift boxes or doing swift friendly renovation projects. We can plant our
gardens with insect friendly plants (a drop in the ocean but still helpful) and to ask our council to ensure
that all new buildings in places where swifts have been observed are fitted with swift bricks and that in
any planning decisions, the needs of our swifts, swallows, house martins and bats are met as a matter of
course.
If you would like to know more please contact me – Ann Dowling on 01536 770086 or
email annie.dowling4@gmail.com
Help to keep our skies alive!

THE FOX INN

FRIENDS OF WILBARSTON CHURCH
100 CLUB WINNERS
JUNE

JULY

AUGUST

1st £80

Roy Taylor

Louise Kilbourn

Tommy Kelly

2nd £60

Carol Taylor

Jenny Childs

Katherine Malin

3rd £20

Louise Kilbourn Roy Thomas

FRIDAY NIGHTS
‘CHASE THE JOKER’.
ALL MONIES RAISED
EACH WEEK FROM THE
RAFFLE WILL BE SPILT
EVENLY 50% TO THE
PRIZE FUND AND 50%
TO THE CHURCH FUND

Freda Morgan

You too can have a number starting any time of the year, Ring Hilary
Lawton 01536 771465
or email lawtonsofwilbo@aol.com to sign up. Only £5.00 per month
and all profits go the general fund of Wilbarston Village Church
Thank you for your continued support
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SEE DETAILS ON THE
NOTICE BOARD AND
IN THE FOX.

Archive articles you may find interesting …
Back in time– this is a letter to the parish clerk concerning the Saturday Bus Service between
Market Harborough and Corby

September 5th 1991
Midland Fox, who currently operate the 0730 Market Harborough to Corby and 1410 Corby to Market
Harborough on Saturdays are withdrawing these services from 21 st September 1991, due to the fact that
they are positioning journeys for other services which are to be provided by another operating. Although
these journeys are poorly used, I am conscious of the fact that villages along the A427 are poorly served
on Saturdays and therefore I would be grateful of any comments you may have concerning times that a
service from Corby to operate. Due to the urgency of the matter I would appreciate a quick response
***************************************************************************
advised decisions in setting too low a council tax
precept and spending unwisely at the same time.
We’ve been here before………..
The following was written in a newsletter to
parishes in 1994

Meanwhile it is the people of Northamptonshire
who are suffering. So, politicians instead of
squabbling about who is to blame get together to
find a solution to preserve services that are
needed by the community

The problems of local government organisations
have temporarily been put on the back burner as
the county council starts the difficult process of
settling next year’s budget. Senior members and
management have enlisted the support of the
county’s MP’s in their bid to make sure next year’s
financial settlement from the Government is better
than the one the authority received in 1994/95.

The ‘solution’ seems to be the creation of two
unitary authorities. This solution is government
imposed and will do nothing to solve the county’s
budget problem. Indeed, it will cost money to set
up. A previous investigation into the future
structure of local government in the county
concluded.

Chief executive Jeffrey Greenwell said: “obviously
the long-term of the county council is extremely
important to all of us.

This consultation has caused the Commission to
reconsider its draft recommendations. It is now
clear that there is strong local support for the
retention of the existing two-tier structure of
county and district councils. Taking this in account,
and considering all the other evidence in the light
of the statutory criteria, we are recommending no
change to the present structure o local government
in the area

“I continue to believe that the best form of local
government for Northamptonshire is two tier and
that the combination of the county plus the
borough or district councils will provide the best
possible services for the people who live here
The county council leader said: “we face potential
deficit of £20 million on next year’s budget and
unless the Government is prepared to come up
with more cash the people of the county will suffer.

Obviously, things change since that was written in
1994 but it was the result of a detailed
investigation by experts and not a dicktat
imposed by Whitehall

The MPs certainly understood our problems and
took them seriously. We are not a spendthrift
authority but without this extra £20 million we will
not be able to maintain our services at present
levels.

The next edition of the Chronicle will be
published at the beginning of December.
Articles submitted in November to:

How different the situation of co-operation then
from the situation now with county councillors and
M.P.s blaming each other for the ‘financial’ mess
that Northamptonshire is facing.
The truth almost certainly is that both have a
responsibility – the government by squeezing
grants to local authorities hoping to deflect blame
to them and the county council for some ill-

Lawrence Dale 23A Rushton Road
janet.mackintosh@btinternet.com
Thank you
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DATE AND PLACE

TIME AND SERVICE

DATE AND PLACE

SEPTEMBER 2ND
Weston
Wilbarston

OCTOBER 21ST
Wilbarston
Weston

9.00am Communion
10.30am Village Service

9.00am Communion
10.30am Village
Communion
6.00pm Evensong

Ashley
SEPTEMBER 9TH
Sutton
Stoke
Ashley
Weston

OCTOBER 28TH
9.00am Communion
9.00am Communion
10.30am Village
Communion
6.00pm Evening Service

Ashley
Stoke
Wilbarston

SEPTEMBER 16TH
Wilbarston
Weston

Sutton
Wilbarston

9.00am Communion
10.30am Village service

Weston
Wilbarston

9.00am Communion
10.30am Village
Communion
6.00pm Harvest Service
6.00pm Evening Service

Sutton
Ashley
Stoke
Weston

9.00am Communion
10.30am Remembrance
10.45am Remembrance
6.00pm Evening Service

NOVEMBER 18TH
Wilbarston
Weston
Ashley

10.30am Joint Benefice
Confirmation and
Harvest Service

OCTOBER 7TH
Weston
Wilbarston

9.00am Communion
10.30am Village Service

NOVEMBER 11TH REMEMBRANCE

SEPTEMBER 30TH
Stoke

9.00am Communion
10.30am Village Service
6.00pm Evening Service

NOVEMBER 4TH

SEPTEMBER 23RD
Ashley
Stoke

TIME AND SERVICE

9.00am Communion
10.30am Village Service
6.00pm Evensong

NOVEMBER 25TH
9.00am Communion
10.30am Harvest
Communion

Ashley
Stoke
Wilbarston

9.00am Communion
10.30am Village
Communion
6.00pm Evening Service

OCTOBER 14TH
Sutton
Stoke
Ashley
Weston

9.00am Communion
9.00am Communion
10.30am Harvest
6.00pm Harvest

Church Services
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Wilbarston Village Hall
(Registered Charity No. 274211)
Website: www.wilbarstonvillagehall.btck.co.uk
Facebook: https://facebook.com/wilbarstonvillagehall/
The months of July and August are relatively quiet times in terms of hall activity. Many of the regular
hirers of the hall ‘shut down’ for the holiday period. Because there was so little activity, it was an ideal
time for us to commence the replacement of the worn-out roof that has been the cause of so many
problems in recent years. The scaffolding went up around mid-July and work started on the 23rd to strip of
the old artificial slates, fit a new waterproof membrane and battens and then fit the Britmet metal tiling
product. Once this was completed, the whole of the flat roof area was stripped and renewed whilst at the
same time taking the opportunity to incorporate added insulation in this area and thereby continue our
improvements to the Hall’s overall energy efficiency and environment.
As we reported in the last edition, our previous Bar Manager Derek Taylor left the committee and we
therefore had a vacancy. Barrie Leadbeater who recently joined the management committee has
volunteered to run the bar for us and our thanks to him for taking on this responsibility.
Our thanks also go to our caretaker and booking officer, Keith Langdon for ‘riding to the rescue’. On
Thursday 5th July, we received a ‘cry for help’ from a local bride. The venue they had booked for their
wedding reception on Saturday 7th July decided, at the last minute, that it wanted to open the venue up
so that people could watch the England v Sweden world cup match on Big Screen TV! This was
unacceptable to them, so they tried to find an alternative venue and approached
Keith to see if he could help. Keith immediately set things in motion. Working with members of the
management committee, Keith made sure that the bar was fully stocked; bar staff arranged and the hall
made ready and available so that the wedding party could prepare for the reception. After a fantastic day,
the bride was absolutely delighted and commented “Keith and his wife June, went above and beyond to
help us make our special day go ahead still. Nothing was too much trouble and they were so lovely at a
time I was so upset. Really friendly good people. it’s such a perfect venue for a wedding. The hall is
beautifully adaptable.
I cannot recommend this place highly or thank you enough. It was the perfect day after so much stress
from our previous venue” Well done Keith and June, and the event made a healthy financial contribution
to our funds!
Weddings and other celebration events are vital in providing us with the resources to maintain the hall as
a community resource for the village. With this in mind, the management committee has been reviewing
its marketing and promotion strategy and, with assistance from village business Sheer Edge Ltd, we have
revamped our Facebook site and redesigned our village hall logo (see above). Initial results are
encouraging and we are starting to receive more enquiries as a result which hopefully, will translate into
firm bookings.
As we all know, a lot has been happening in the village recently in terms of renovation and renewal. Not
only is the village hall getting a new roof, the church is also having its roof replaced, following the theft
and consequent damage that was done. The church bells and supporting structures have also been
completely refurbished. The total cost of the refurbishment and repairs to all of these important
community facilities is estimated to be in the region of £110,000!
Most of the funding for these refurbishments was through grants, awards and donations organised by
residents in the village. This is a fantastic achievement for a small village such as ours and to celebrate
this, the village hall will be hosting a Late Summer BBQ on Saturday 15th September.
There will be live Jazz and rock music, a ‘posh’ BBQ, ringing of the church bells, a rendition by the village
choirs; and bouncy castle and games for the children. The bar will be open and there will be teas, ice
creams and refreshments. Everybody in the village is invited, so come along and celebrate all that has
been achieved this year. More details will be forthcoming shortly.
If you or anybody you know might be interested in hiring the hall for a private celebration, clubs, keep-fit,
dancing etc please contact our caretaker, Keith Langdon on 01536 771501 or email
keithlangdon67@gmail.com for more information. Thank you
Mike Doyle, Chair, Village Hall Management Committee
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Friends
Settling down to write the ‘Friends’ entry for the September Chronicle only reminds me
how fast the year is going. The Friends Committee is already well on the way to having events and
speakers booked for 2019.
Our ventures this summer have been a little mixed. We had a pleasant meal at the Roebuck in May
with about 12 members being able to come. In June that was followed by a return visit by Laura
Broughton to do some felting. In spite of much curiosity no-one had managed to find out what
exactly was involved and we all had visions of wrestling with large pieces of felt. The reality turned
out to be quite different and the twelve members who managed to make the session found
themselves wielding sharp wooden handled needles to make pictures with what appeared to be
unspun wool in a variety of colours. Members seemed to enjoy the challenge and a selection of
pictures appeared, some more adventurous than others. We still managed tea and chat and the
evening passed very pleasantly.
Unfortunately, our day out in July didn’t happen. We had decided to go to Gates Garden Centre for
lunch and a shop around. However, when the time came so many people had prior engagements
that it seemed better to cancel the event. We now plan to discuss how we are going to tackle the
July day out when we meet in September. It is obviously a time of year when a lot of people are on
holiday.
The coffee mornings continue to do well although we did not have one in July as I was away myself.
However, the August coffee morning was well attended with one or two new people coming so,
hopefully, news is spreading and we can hope that our numbers will swell even more as time goe on.
Please note that the coffee morning on October 3rd is our Macmillan coffee morning so please try to
come along and help us support this worthy cause.
We are now preparing for our September meeting, another in-house session. Over the summer
members of Friends have been busily knitting blanket squares which we plan to sew together at the
meeting and send on to a charity. It should be another busy but relaxing evening.
As always may I extend a welcome to any ladies who would like to come along to our Friends
meetings and to anyone, ladies and gentlemen, who would like to call in at the coffee mornings. You
will be very welcome

SITE SPECIFIC LOCAL PLAN
Kettering Borough Council recently consulted on this draft plan and you
may well have seen the exhibition at the village hall and have responded.
This document puts the detail into the plan at a very local level, identifying
sites for development of housing, employment, etc. in each community. A
draft was previously consulted on some years ago but failed to progress at
the time and it has now re-emerged ahead of the likely creation of a unitary
authority.
There are on or two changes from the previous draft. Land had previously been identified alongside
Kendall’s Close for additional affordable housing to meet a demonstrated need, but for commercial
reasons that is no longer included. In its response the parish council has asked that the site of the
garages on Queen’s Road should again be considered as an option for a limited number of properties - it
had been looked at before but discounted due to the then possible availability of the larger site.
The draft includes no designated areas for new commercial housing, with the building line being tightly
drawn around the existing settlement.
A small area for employment development (i.e. small businesses) was identified on Carlton Road
immediately outside the building line. The parish council has pointed out that a business already exists at
the other end of that field and it would be more appropriate to plan some expansion there rather than
develop a new location.
Otherwise the Parish Council welcomed the inclusion of Church Leys as a view of historical significance,
which it had previously recommended, updated the information on provision of allotments, commented on
the detail of the proposals for developing the character of the Green around the crossroads, disagreed
with the suggestion that trees could form part of traffic control measures on Carlton road and supported
the idea of a pavement between Wilbarston and Stoke Albany, which is an objective in our Parish Plan.
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Wilbarston CEVC Primary School
The last half term at school was full of exciting summer events and trying to keep
children cool in our heatwave was challenging! We had our annual Family Picnic
and Sports Day, which was brilliantly supported by families. Our fabulous Parents
Association kept our children cool by putting up gazebos for them to sit under
while they waited to race. The children sit in their Houses on Sports Day –
Dallacre, Springfield and Ash Tree. Thanks to Jean Innes, this year the children had house baseball caps
with logos designed by the children and T-shirts too! They looked great as they raced and supported
other children in their houses during the races. Also, at the end of the year we held our annual talent
show. What a lot of talent we had – gymnastics, dancing, rapping, classical music
performance, piano music, singing and also comedy. It was fabulous and there were 3
brilliant winning acts. On the last day we ran a “Potted Sports” morning; a round robin
of fun sport activities with children in mixed teams from each house. This is always a lot
of fun for the children and a good way to spend the last day of the year.
In the last half term Classes 1 and 2 (children aged 4-7) visited Rockingham Castle – preserving our link
with the estate (our school was originally built on land gifted to the church for the education of local
children). They loved exploring the castle as part of their castles topic. Our oldest two-year groups (Y5
and Y6) also visited the residential centre in Wales near Abergavenny. Despite the hot weather the
children really enjoyed all the outdoor, adventurous activities such as climbing, abseiling and canoeing. It’s
such a great opportunity for the children to work as part of a team and be independent. In June we
also took our Year 3 and 4 pupils on their first residential to Kings Park Conference Centre. They took
part in lots of sporting activities over 2 days.
In other news, our Parents Association organised an amazing BBQ fundraiser in June. We raised £1700
at this event. It is the most raised in my years at the school and was a great event with Year 6 children
making their own games and stalls, a bouncy castle, great raffle and slide and the fabulous BBQ and
disco. So many people worked so hard and all to benefit our children. Brilliant. The funds raised will all
go towards our new I.T equipment which will enable every child to have access to a computer, they
currently share one between two.
At the end of term, we received the SATs results for our Year 6 children and were pleased to see that
results had improved again. The children attained above the national standard in all areas and their
result in maths at the highest standard was double the national average. We are always proud of our
children who leave us with lots of happy memories of their 7 years here and the good basic skills to do
well at their secondary schools. We said goodbye to the children at the annual Leavers’ Service. Due to
the repairs at church we were unable to hold it there but we were able to book the Village Hall. We were
so grateful to Keith and the team for this late booking and the children made it one to remember. So too
did the bell-ringers who rang the new bells for our leavers as if we were at the church. It was a lovely
touch and great to hear the bells as we marched up to the Village Hall! Thank you to all who took part.
The leavers all go with all our best wishes. We love to hear of their successes as they grow up, as many
stay in touch with us, which is fabulous. All in all, we had the usual busy end to our productive year.
We look forward to sharing with you all our news from the new academic year.
Andrea Green and all the staff and children at Wilbarston CEVC Primary School
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YOUR GARDEN THIS AUTUNM
It may seem a long time ago when some of us left school or education, we are
always still learning, many hobbies or professions can engulf our lives. I am very
fortunate to been involved with my industry for over 38 years and yes, I am so lucky
to have trained, worked, been and seen many wonderful Gardens and Estates. For
it’s a wonderful career to take and I am so grateful for the many people who have
guided me through the great path of life and to those who still take me forward.
Wilbarston has many wonderful gardens, I am so lucky to be involved with a few of them. For those who
do not know me I wrote the Sign Post’s Gardeners Corner for twenty-two years, so I was saddened when
it came to an end this spring, however I was pleased to be asked to write for the Village Chronicle. As a
three-month edition I plan to write about what to do and look at other thoughts within Horticulture.
September may be the last throws of late summer but it can bring many lovely days if a little cooler at the
start and finish of the day. I love this time of year the Autumnal colours are starting to show, well this
year will be interesting as many Trees and shrubs have already started to shed leaves to preserve life
from the very long hot summer we had and yes, I even remember the summer of 1976 too! If your plants
have lost their leaves early do not worry once we have had a goodly amount of rain apply some garden
organic matter to preserve some moisture around the plants.
Remember back in March this year and we had the Beast from the East, which caused many plants to
struggle into growth, it was then an okay April, Easter was VERY WET followed by warm dry weather
which became hotter and drier, making it hard for newly planted plants to get away. I am giving more
thought to planting in the autumn especially Bare rooted shrubs and Trees as they will have all winter to
take up moisture before spring arrives as our springs do seem to becoming drier, however it’s still vital to
water any newly planted plants in their first year until they get established!
I have seen a number of well-established Betulas [Silver Birch] that really have not been looking happy
this summer so even mature plants also suffer.
Looking ahead to mid-winter and early spring may seem a long way off at present though we all get a
buzz from seeing the first bulbs coming up, with this in mind if you have not got your bulbs for planting
this Autumn do get down your local nursery or Garden Centre and purchase them, keep them somewhere
cool if you are not planting straight away. The rule of thumb for planting depth is always two and half
times the size of the bulb.
For those who enjoy working on your vegetable plots, as land becomes vacant dig it over leaving it rough
to allow the winter weather to break the clods down naturally, unfortunately I can’t predict what the
weather is going to do this autumn/winter but I am sure that the leaves will fall, so start clearing leaves
as they fall and store away in a corner of your garden, leaf mound is a great product to use on your
garden it’s a great soil conditioner, not high in nutrients but is a wonderful product to add to your borders
as it really enhances the look of plants.
Alistair Peak of Peak Gardening Services

COMMUNITY BUS TRIPS AUTUMN 2018
th

Wistow Rural Park and Garden Centre - Wednesday 19 September
th

Elliott’s Field Shopping Centre or Rugby Town Centre - Thurs 25 October
Boundary Mills Christmas Shopping Trip A1. - Thursday 22nd November
Melton Christmas Tree Festival and Market - Tuesday 4th December

Bus leaves Wilbarston Village Hall at 10am unless otherwise stated
16 places available for anybody who wishes to use the service - Residents, friends, family.
Please sign up and pay at the post office. Look out for the poster in the Post office window.
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High tea in the Post Office Garden
Thanks to the August weather, we were able to serve the most delicious cream teas
outside in the post office garden under the shade of the marquee.
This year was our best ever, raising over £800 for the Seniors Christmas Party.
An extra special thank you must go out to Sharon who hosted the event and made
the most delicious cakes, scones and melt in your mouth biscuits. Thank you to
Jeremy for making all those dainty little sandwiches. Thank you to all the committee
members for erecting the marquee, setting tables, making endless pots of tea and
washing up!
Thank you to all those who supported us by attending the event or making a
donation.

We are planning a ‘Pop Up kitchen’ on Friday 14th September at 7pm at the Post Office. A delicious three course, home
cooked evening meal for £25 per person. Limited cover of 12 persons.
Please book at the Post Office to reserve a seat and collect details about menu choices /selection.

Can you help?
Volunteers required to help run the
Village Celebration BBQ
If you are available and would like
to help make this community event
a success.
Please contact –
Mike: 770036 or Georgina: 771428

RUSHTON ROAD
ALLOTMENTS SITE
Many thanks are due to Fred
and Bradley Smith for doing a
great job cutting down
brambles and other vegetation
up to, and a little beyond, the
new fence at the Rushton
Road site.
The aim is to bring this back
as far as possible to the status
of a verge which can be
included in any future mowing
schemes.
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Armistice Centenary 11.11.2018
This November we remember the armistice which 100 years ago ‘brought to an end’ the
four years of the Great War. This poignant centenary is important to remember and
honour. The Remembrance Service this year is actually on 11th November so the 2 minutes
silence at the eleventh hour will be exactly 100 years since the armistice.
The service is on Stoke Albany Green by the War Memorial at 10.45 am
Eleven people from Wilbarston went to war and did not return. Perhaps 40 others came
back. The Royal British Legion local branch would like to know about those who did come home. Look out
in the village and church nearer Remembrancetide for more recognition of the armistice centenary.
Wilbarston Peace Memorial Bench
The Parish Council wants to recognise the centenary of the Peace so is considering erecting a bench on
the playing field overlooking the valley on which is to be recorded the centenary and perhaps include a
quotation from one of the Great War poets. Suggestions for suitable wording will be welcomed. Ideas so
far include: ‘Everyone’s voice was suddenly lifted
And beauty came like the setting sun’
Siegfried Sassoon

‘It was for grass on English Hills
these bore too soon the last of ills’
Iolo Aneurin Williams
‘Peace is come and wars are over
Welcome you and welcome all’
A.E.Houseman

Armistice Centenary Service 2018
Stoke Albany Village Green War Memorial

Remembrance Sunday
Pause to Remember

11.11.11

Wilbarston Parish Council 2018 –
To commemorate the centenary of the Peace after the Great War 1914 – 1918
If you have comments on this or any suggestions as to how to commemorate the Peace after the Great
War Armistice, please contact the Nick Richards at the Parish Council.
Twenty-One years after the armistice, there was war again. Fifty-five people from Wilbarston served
during the second World War, their names are recorded in Wilbarston church on a contemporary
document; but this time they ALL came home for which we are thankful. When remembering those who
went to war and did not return we must also remember the service given by all those who served.
These are the names of some of the Wilbarston men who went to the Great War, served and who then
came home: Arthur Blissett, William Andrew Browett, Ernest William Cave, John Henry Chapman;
Frederick George Clements, Edwin Franklin, Charles Frederick Ingram, Arthur Layfield,
Sydney Loomes, Walter John Maskell, Arthur Pridmore, Robert Robinson,Joseph William Storey,
Sydney Tann, John Thompson, Thomas Henry Timpson. If you have the names and knowledge of others
who came home, please contact John McHarg or Rosalind Willatts.
The Poppy is now universally used to remember those who have served their country
Why? Poppies like disturbed soil, so when the ground was churned up during the Great War, poppies
abounded. General J L Jack, whose son Kenneth lived at Pipewell, wrote of that vast garden of scarlet
wild poppies in his account of the first day of the Battle of the Somme when there were 57,000
casualties on the first day. The red poppies which appeared everywhere on the fighting fields soon
became the symbol of the human suffering of war.
The Poppy Appeal (Stoke Albany and Wilbarston RBL Branch)
In the last 15 years £21,000 has been collected for the annual Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal. In this
centenary year of the Armistice let there be a great contribution for the appeal from the village. There
will be House to House collections and boxes placed around the villages in the fortnight 27 th October –
10th November. How is the money used? Most is spent on helping ex-servicemen, their families and
widows; homes are provided and there are many welfare projects from providing ramps to dwellings to
helping train ex-forces people to enable them to find a new trade for work or employment. Sadly, a large
proportion of homeless people are ex- forces and the RBL helps them.
If you would like more information on the Poppy Appeal or would like to help with the Appeal in
Wilbarston or Stoke, please contact Rosalind Willatts.
Contacts: Nick Richards (01536) 770351, Rosalind Willatts, (01536) 770875, John McHarg (01536) 771204
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