Autumn 2022

Wilbarston Wildlife Verges
This summer, by not mowing the
verges, orchids were able to appear.
In the grounds of the Village Hall a bee
orchid (R) appeared in a no-mow area
and on one of the verges outside the
30mph signs (Pipewell Road) a
pyramid orchid appeared (L). Both
favour chalk / limestone areas. The
three pink parts of the bee orchid are
sepals; the plant is self-pollinating so
does not need insects. With its velvety
lobes forming counterfeit bees this is
an exceptionally beautiful flower.
How wonderful that it decided to
bloom in Wilbarston. There was also a
group of spotted orchids on an unmown verge of the airfield.

Where Have All The Butterflies Gone, Daddy?
Where indeed? Probably gone with all of the little wild bits which so offend, but which are the
life source of so much which makes up life’s rich tapestry and which once a thread is lost unravels
until the rest of threads cannot support themselves.
Wonders are not only confined to the animal world. We were thrilled to find that in the 2 nd year
of the no-mow in the village a bee orchid appeared. How can the evolutionary process which
culminates in a flower mimicking a bee for the purposes of procreation be explained by words in
the human language. Sadly this will be the first and last time that this phenomenon of evolution
and wonder will be seen in the village so little do we care about our bio-diversity - putting tidiness
above it. North Northants Council have now pulled the plug on our no-mow due to complaints
of untidiness and fire hazard etc.
If you have any comments to make on the management of the no-mow area or on the principle
of plant diversity in the village please contact John Piercy or Ann Dowling.
cllrjohnpiercy@wilbarstonparishcouncil.gov.uk. cllranndowling@wilbarstonparishcouncil.gov.uk.
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All Saints’ Church Level Access Project
We are delighted to report that work on the building project
will finally start in September. This has been a long effort,
enduring a few setbacks along the way, but we have finally
raised sufficient funds to ensure that there is no further delay
to the start of the work. The purpose of this whole project is
to bring the church in to the 21 st century and make it fit for
purpose for generations to come. This means allowing those
less able, old and young, to access the church on the level
without the difficulty and indignity of struggling down the
seven steps from the current door. It is miraculous how funeral
directors navigate this with a coffin, but they do. With the
North door opened and a new porch added on the north side
they will no longer have to struggle. The addition of the WC
within the porch will enable the church to become a fifth
classroom space for our school and allow many more events to
take place for the whole community.
Our heartfelt and grateful thanks go to all those who have so
far contributed to the fund, through pledges, donations both
direct and via the Stewardship fund and supporting the many
fundraising events that we have held. BUT – the last stage of
funding is still needed. Whilst we have raised a fantastic
£85,000, a further £25,000 is still needed. We have put in two
further bids for grant funding, but these are by no means
guaranteed. We cannot rest on our laurels.
Look out for the signage (as illustrated here) to show our
progress towards our target – they will be easy to spot! The
church is there for everyone whenever they need it – it can only
exist, however, if it fit for purpose. EVERY donation will count.
Thank you! JT-E
If you have not yet donated, please consider
helping towards this monumental project.
Pick up a leaflet from the Church or scan
the QR code.

www.wilbarstonparishcouncil.gov.uk
Please note that Wilbarston Parish Council has its own website:
www.wilbarstonparishcouncil.gov.uk
Here you will find many useful facts and contacts, copies of Council minutes, copies of
the Chronicle, details of the Welland Wanderer bus and much, much more. Make a
habit of looking at regularly.
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Wilbarston Neighbourhood Planning
Neighbourhood planning is a right for communities to shape the way their local area is developed
through the use of Neighbourhood Development Plans. Neighbourhood Plans allow communities to
have more influence and control over their local area to ensure they get the right type of development
for their neighbourhood.
Wilbarston parishioners were invited to a meeting that was held on 4th May 2022 and a group of
volunteer parishioners and parish councillors was formed, with a remit to research and investigate the
feasibility of a Neighbourhood Development Plan for Wilbarston. There is a huge amount of groundwork
to be done before a proposal can be put to parishioners and, even then, the scheme can only proceed,
legally, with the approval of a majority of parishioners.
Currently the group is at the research stage. It’s really important to get the groundwork correctly in
place at the outset in order to mitigate problems later on so please bear with us for now. The overall
process is likely to take up to two years from inception to completion. We expect to have more news for
you in the next issue of the Chronicle. Meanwhile, if you have any questions, or you would like to attend
one of our meetings (yes, they are open to the public) please get in touch, preferably by email, with Nick
Richards cllrnickrichards@wilbarstonparishcouncil.gov.uk (01536 770351) or Sally Hughes
sally@hughes.uk.com (01536 770998 / 07740171139)

Northamptonshire Police Matters
Stephen Winn has volunteered to be the village link between
the village and the Northamptonshire Police. He will act as a
single point of contact between the parish and the various
branches of the Northamptonshire Police.

Police Independent Advisory Group
Could you help shape policing in Northamptonshire? Northamptonshire police are looking for
members of the community to join one of our local Independent Advisory Groups where you can
work closely with the police on the things that matter. By becoming a member of an IAG, you can
have a voice on police policies, procedures and practices.
You can be an independent voice and advise us on how to improve services to our communities. If
you are interested please contact iag@northants.police.uk

The Wilbarston Chronicle is published quarterly by Wilbarston Parish Council. It is
distributed free to all houses in the village. The next edition will be published at the end of
November 2022. Please send/email copy for the Christmas 2022 edition to: Rosalind
Willatts rmwillatts@uwclub.net by 15th November 2022
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News from

Wilbarston CE Primary School

We were delighted that our summer term at school ended with all the
usual events: Sports Day, Talent Show and Leavers Service. The children
enjoyed their traditional sports day with families – we even managed
parents and toddler races this year – luckily it wasn’t one of the very hot
days! Children also took part in our other sporting tradition on the final
day with the “potted sports” event - children complete different station challenges on the field
and in the games area. This was topped off by one of our lovely families paying for all children
and staff to enjoy an ice cream van visit. What a kind gesture – much enjoyed all round. We
also had a fantastic Talent Show and it was a sheer pleasure to see children showing off their
talents; so many and varied (23 acts).
As always, the Y6 children planned their own Leavers Service and this included the trophies
and awards where pupils receive awards following a secret ballot of their peers. At this year’s
service the children showed off their skills; some played an instrument, sang or read poems
and all children expressed their hopes and dreams for their futures. Rev Amanda also included
all the children, staff and families in a rousing rendition of Praise Ye the Lord. The year ended
on the Friday with the traditional “clapping out” of our Y6 pupils. (Children are cheered out of
their cloakroom door by parents, staff and pupils.) We were so proud of our youngsters who
were ready and excited for their next step. Staff ended the year with a visit to the Milking
Parlour for a get together with some enticing treats and drinks. (BIG thank you to Sharon and
the team there for staying open.)
This September we have some changes to our staff team. Mr Marlow joins us as teacher of our
oldest class, Kingfishers. Mrs Curran will be back in Snowy Owl class after her maternity leave.
Ms Robertson has moved to Flamingo class (she is our part time Snowy Owl teacher) to cover
Mrs Park’s maternity leave following the birth of baby Harry. We will also have a new lady in
our office, Claire Cawthorne, from September.
We look forward to an exciting year ahead and hope to be able to much more part of the
community once again seeing some of you out and about and at the school/church events.
With all best wishes, Andrea Green and all the staff and children at Wilbarston CEVC
Primary School.

There seem to be far fewer hedgehogs around now; they are
becoming an endangered species. Have you seen any
hedgehogs in the village this summer? If you have, please let
Keith Walkling know. keithwalkling@yahoo.co.uk
Hedgehogs can travel a mile or more in a single night, but will
struggle if there are walls and fences in the way. Many
modern garden fences prevent hedgehogs from moving
around and doing good to our gardens.
Hedgehog Highways are now vital for these small animals allowing them to move through
gardens on their nightly searches for food, shelter and mates. This autumn/winter make sure
that your garden will allow hedgehogs passage in and out by creating holes about 6 inches
round or square in your boundaries. Then next year after hibernation they will be able to
move round safely.
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Speed matters - update
Following my update in the Spring and Summer editions
I’m pleased that we have made further progress in the last
few months with regard to road safety in Wilbarston.
Following on from our success in reducing the speed limit between Wilbarston and Stoke Albany I can now
update on the Parish Council’s request to reduce the limit between the A427 junction and the edge of the
village along Carlton Road. We petitioned the Highways Authority to consider reducing the limit to 40mph
from the junction to the village however this was declined on the basis that there were open fields on both
sides. However, I’m pleased to confirm that they have agreed to move the 30pmh limit further out from the
start of the village to reduce speeds BEFORE drivers get to the first houses.
Evidence collected from our VAS which monitors and records all traffic speeds in both directions has
confirmed that the average speed at the start of the houses on Carlton Road is significantly above the speed
limit as vehicles often accelerate to try and reach 60 mph as they leave the village, or don’t start slowing
down until the enter the 30pmh zone – both of which could be extremely dangerous for residents in the
village with many people crossing the road to get to and from the playing fields and village hall.
As with the previous changes announced it will be towards the end of the year before the changes are
enforced and the signage is replaced/moved however feel free to implement them now when driving in and
out of our lovely village.
As highlighted last issue I’ve now received the wheelie bin stickers that were kindly provided by Ewe Move
Estate Agents in Market Harborough. I will be posting 2 through the doors of everyone on Carlton Road and
School Lane and would encourage you to stick them to your Blue and Black bins. There will also be some
remaining available from the village shop if you would some. These are free and all I would ask is that if you
don’t want them please return them to the village shop so someone else can have them.
While I’m delighted to report some progress over the last 6 months I still believe there’s more we can do to
improve road safety in our village and will continue to liaise with our County Councillors and the Highways
Authority to make improvements whenever practical and affordable. However, the actions taken will only
go so far and, ultimately, it’s down to personal behaviour of everyone who uses our roads to make a
difference.
If anyone has any feedback or ideas they would like to see implemented please get in contact with me,
Councillor John Piercy, 13 Main Street, Wilbarston. Alternatively email:
cllrjohnpiercy@wilbarstonparishcouncil.gov.uk.
John Piercy

The village sign
This has been removed for repair and refurbishment by Bob and Joe
Stafford (they refurbished the Parish Council/village notice board
recently. We look forward to a restored sign in 2023 or earlier.)

5

Swifts
Wilbarston Swift Walk 7th July 2022 was fantastic. Two new nest sites were confirmed and
another two possible sites. We watched swifts flying in and out of the eaves of the Fox and the
barn in Queens Road. This is fantastic news as numbers seem to be down by 4 from the last 3 years.
Not only this but at about 9.30 we had a breath-taking low level display of aerial acrobatics Wow!
The evening kept giving as we were then shown a nest with chicks above a kitchen window. It was
later identified as belonging to a spotted fly catcher. AD

Spotted Flycatcher Breeding In Wilbarston
This long distance migrant successfully bred in a back garden on Main
Street this year fledging 3 young which were ringed as part of the
British Trust for Ornithology bird ringing scheme. This is a red listed
species of major conservation concern due to the population falling by
88% between 1970 and 2011. The latest data available indicates
approximately 42 thousand pairs in 2016 in the UK. Feeding entirely on
invertebrates the population trend mirrors the availability of insect
food both in breeding territories and in wintering areas.
For a bird with an average weight of 14 grams this species undertakes epic migrations between
breeding and wintering sites. Its breeding range stretches from the Arctic Circle of Europe south to
the North African coast and from the Atlantic coast in the west to China in the east, all wintering in
Africa. The greatest distance known to have been travelled by a British ringed bird is one from
Wales recovered in Cape Province, South Africa at a distance of 10,007 Km.
Studies have shown that around 60% of nesting sites are in climbing plants against walls and houses
in areas where there are scattered trees and shrubs and open areas with perches from which they
fly out to catch insects. Needless to say a good supply of insects is essential so well done to those
who encourage them in their gardens, it does make a difference. KW

Tiger moths Quite a number were found in Wilbarston this summer.
This large moth in flight can be mistaken for a red butterfly, but at
rest it shows black with cream and white blotches. Once not found
so far north, Climate Change is now extending its range into the north of
the county. RMW

FREE October Half-Term Holiday Sports Club
Monday 17th October - Friday 21st October.
Thanks to the Parish Council there will be a FREE sports holiday club in
Wilbarston over the October half Term organised by Finding Fitness.
It takes place at Wilbarston School and is for all children aged 5 – 11 from the
village, regardless of whether or not they go to Wilbarston School.
For more information and to book a place go to

www.finding-fitness.co.uk/booking
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Welland Valley Benefice Harvest Services
The harvest festival services will look a little different this year and are detailed
below.

Wilbarston Church Harvest Lunch
Sunday 25 September Wilbarston Village Hall. All are welcome.
12.30 for 1 pm sit down (Bar open) Only £10 pp (U16 £5 U5 Free)
If you wish to come along and enjoy a feast of homemade goodliness
contact Hilary Lawton lawtonsofwilbo@aol.com
01536771465
Sunday 25th September

12.30pm Wilbarston
6.00pm Sutton Bassett

Harvest Lunch
Harvest Festival

Sunday 2 October

10.30am Ashley
10.30am East Carlton
6.00pm Wilbarston

Harvest Festival
Harvest Festival
Harvest Festival

Sunday 9 October

10.30am Stoke Albany
10.30am Cottingham
6.00pm Weston

Harvest Festival
Harvest Festival
Harvest Festival

The benefice will be having a confirmation and licensing service on Sunday 16 October at 3.00 pm,
St Botolph’s Stoke Albany, taken by Bishop Donald. It would be lovely to see people there to support
our confirmation candidates. It is not too late to consider confirmation; if you are interested please
contact Rev Amanda - rev.ajoliver@gmail.com.

Historic Wilbarston
These photos shows the village centre before the
1960/70s when buildings were demolished to
improve the road for Corby steelworks transport.
The first photo shows the crossroads, The Fox and
Church Street. There is a barn and a cottage on the
left which were demolished to make the space
where the flowerbeds and notice board are now.

More houses were demolished in School Lane; the Parish Council was able to acquire the land
to form a Village Green. This photo makes it
possible to understand the present alignment
of the roads at the crossroads. The other photo
looks up from the crossroads towards Corby –
All Saints Terrace is now on the right, the two
nearer houses on the left remain. Three times
on hot summer evenings this summer I led
groups of people around the village centre
to discover and understand its features and
buildings
(in aid of All Saints’ Church level access and WC project). RMW.
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Wilbarston Village Hall
(Registered Charity No. 274211)

Website: www.wilbarstonvillagehall.co.uk
Also on Facebook: https://facebook.com/wilbarstonvillagehall/
Even though we are now in the summer holiday period, there are still a number of regular
activities taking place at the hall To f ind out what is happening, go to the village hall website and
under heading f or “Bookings” you will f ind a comprehensive calendar listing all the hall activities
with dates and times and under “Regular users” can f ind contact details f or various activities. If
you are new to the village or have time on your hands, why not come along and join in – you will
be made most welcome!
The village hall was a host venue f or the Queen’s Jubilee celebrations on Saturday 4th and Sunday
5th June. Although the weather was not too kind – especially on Sunday f orcing the street party
indoors, a great time was had by all. Upcoming village events later in the year include: the harvest
lunch on Sunday September 25th; the annual Bonf ire night celebration on Saturday 5th
November; the Senior’s Xmas party on Saturday 3rd December and a children’s Xmas party is
planned f or mid-December, details to f ollow. Hopef ully other events will be organised – volunteers
please!
If you have visited the hall recently you will have noticed that there are a number of
improvements. We now have electrically operated stage curtains and we will be arranging new
stage lighting in the near f uture. The lounge now has a modern LED projector and pull-down
screen to support meetings and presentations. We are planning to install a similar projector and a
large screen in the main hall f or possible f ilm shows, gaming events etc.
The committee will continue to use the f inancial resources we generate to improve the hall f or the
benef it of the community and as we make these improvements, the potential f or f urther activities
and social events at the hall increases. But this is dependent on the village community coming
f orward to organise these events and activities f or themselves. The management committee is
very keen to have discussions and where possible, give their support to organisers and volunteers.
Discretionary hire rates will be made available f or non-prof it making charity or similar f undraising
events involving and supporting the Wilbarston community.
If you wish to hire the hall f or a social or celebration event, or have a general enquiry about the
hall, please visit our new website at www.wilbarstonvillagehall.co.uk and complete the online
enquiry f orm. Keith our Hall Manager will then contact you to discuss your requirements.
Mike Doyle, Chair, Village Hall Management Committee
August 2022
******************************************************************************
Wilbarston Village Hall The village is f ortunate in having such a wonderf ul village hall. Moreover it
now has a stunning revamped website www.wilbarstonvillagehall.co.uk Do ref er to it f requently.
The aims of the website are to:
•
•
•
•

Alert the village to improvements that are being made at the hall;
Show how improvements are allowing more options f or hall usage;
Make the village aware of events at the Hall by accessing the calendar on the website
Allow people if they wish to join in/get involved to visit the Hall and make contact with the
event organiser.

The industrial waste bins at the Village Hall are for the use of the Hall only (the VH has to pay for them).
Please do not put your rubbish in them and if you see or know of anyone trying to use them please ask
them to desist and remind them that they are NOT for the use of the public.
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Welland Wanderer Bus Service
This service, linking Wilbarston to Harborough on
Tuesdays and Corby on Fridays, has now been
running for nearly four years. It arose from an
initiative by ten parishes situated along the edge
of the Welland Valley, all faced with losing previous
bus services and all feeling potentially isolated –
not everybody can drive or make regular use of taxis.
Funding for daily or more frequent services was beyond reach (previously provided by the county
council and withdrawn when they were making cost savings) but the parishes with support from
Kettering and Corby Borough Councils raised sufficient funds to provide a very reduced service.
This enables people to catch a bus once or twice a week to spend a couple of hours in
Harborough or Corby and then travel home. Although a restricted service it is scheduled so bus
passes may be used.
At the time Northamptonshire was converting to unitary status, involving the cessation of the
County and District/Borough councils with all responsibilities to pass to newly created North and
West Northamptonshire Councils. It was always felt by the parishes that responsibi lity for
supporting bus services should rest at the higher level and one aim in creating the Welland
Wanderer was to demonstrate need and keep the bus habit in being during the handover period.
It was originally set up for a year.
In fact it is still running after four years, but
circumstances have changed since it started.
With the new authorities now coming on
stream it’s time to talk with North
Northamptonshire Council about its future.
There is no doubt that it has demonstrated
demand, with some buses running nearly full in
the months before covid and lockdown. Since
things started to return to normal, however,
numbers have gradually increased but are
nowhere near previous highs.
This is partly because some of those who set it up and used the service have moved on but it may
also be because it has become part of the norm and more likely to be taken for granted.
Good passenger numbers are evidence of demand and reduce the cost of funding – these are
both positives in discussions with NNC. If you haven’t used it why not give it a try? The bus stops
outside The Fox or at the bus stop opposite. It is very reliable.
Tuesday, 9.53 to Mkt Harborough Market Hall (10.25 – 12.40) and back in the village at 13.12.
Friday, 9.32 to Corby Asda, Rail Station, George Street and Cottingham Road (Lakeside) Health
Centre (10.18 – 12.30) and back in the village at 13.18.
All intermediate stops can be used. Timetable and fares are displayed at the bus stop and on the
parish council website and on the village notice board. Remember that bus passes can be used
on the Welland Wanderer. NR
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Wilbarston Advent Windows 2022
Last year Wilbarston Advent Windows
gave a great deal of pleasure. The
various decorated windows were
remarkable for their artistry and
inventiveness.
If you have a window easily visible from the public foot-pavements and would like
to host a window this December, please let Rosalind Willatts know
rmwillatts@uwclub.net The addresses and dates of windows will be published
in the Winter edition of the Chronicle.

Northamptonshire Highways and verges
Last year In 2021 Northamptonshire Highways wrote this about Highway verges:
“Highway verges are often overlooked for their ecological and biodiversity value, but offer a
high level of diversity and habitat for our wildlife. We cut grass for safety, that is the main
reason and not for aesthetics. Certain verges must be cut regularly to maintain clear lines of
visibility – this is particularly crucial at junctions where a ‘visibility splay’ has to be maintained.
Safety comes first but with the size of most verges, there should be no conflict with
conservation. For many verges, a regular late summer cut and removal of clippings will keep
the verge open, safe and thriving with interesting wildlife. There are currently 32 verges
located around the whole of Northamptonshire that are designated as Protected Wildlife
Verges. These are surveyed on a 5-year rolling programme and are cut later in the year to allow
flowering plants to continue to thrive, providing nectar during the summer for butterflies and
bees. Although it may appear the verges have been forgotten it is important for the
successful management of the verge that they are left until late summer to be cut. So, when
you are out later in the year look out for the markers which highlight these beautiful verges
that encourage flora and fauna to make them their home.”
If you have any comments to make on the management of the Wilbarston no-mow areas or
their discontinuing or on the principle of plant diversity in the village please contact the Parish
Council (John Piercy or Ann Dowling)

Autumnal String Quartet Concert
Wilbarston Church
Sunday 30 October Tickets £15.00 (U16 Free)
Including a glass of wine and canapes
For tickets please contact
Hilary Lawton lawtonsofwilbo@aol.com 01536 771465
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Silent Spring ?
The gasps of disbelief and delight from those who came on the swift walks as the most
mysterious of birds swooped down and then swept up to seemingly vanish into a wall at 40 mph.
The marvellous aviator, who preens, sleeps and mates on the wing and in its lifetime flies the
equivalent of 4 times to the moon and back, only to land to nest and feed its young, and who can
effortlessly fly at 67.5 mph in straight flight. What human can match this? Yet instead of
honouring this superlative bird we block the holes where they nest, spray insecticides to kill off
their food source and care not about this wonder of evolutions fate. It is the same with the bat
walks. The cries of ‘there’s one!’ and the crowding around the bat detectors to listen and look at
the sonograms of their calls which are beyond the range of the human ear, as they fly around
eating mosquitos, death watch beetles and cockchafers among others.
Thankfully more and more people are enlightened and do care enough to quietly undo a little of
the damage inflicted on our natural world. Swift and bat boxes and house martin cups are
appearing around the village, there are plans for hedgehog highways. Let us hope that it is
enough for the next generation to be able to appreciate the wonders of the natural world, so
much which is beyond our comprehension, more than we seem to now.

Remembrance 2022
Remembrance Sunday is 13th November this year. The Remembrance Service
for the 11 o’clock 2 minute silence will be at Stoke Albany War Memorial on
the Green outside the Church at 10.50 am.
There will be a house to house collection in the previous fortnight; if anyone
would like to help with this please contact Rosalind rmwillatts@uwclub.net

The Platinum Jubilee
June 2022.
What a memorable four wonderful
days of celebration we had with
activities around the village. We will
remember the Morris dancing
outside the Fox which joyously
spilled into the road, followed by the
lighting of the beacon at dusk and looking out across the valley at the beacons of other
villages. We will remember the innovative decorations which appeared, the village plaque,
the film in the church of the 1977 silver jubilee celebrations lent by Jean Peach, the dog show,
the music and much, much else. Thank you to everyone who contributed to the planning
and the enjoyment of the celebrations. None of us will see a platinum jubilee again.
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WWWW Wilbarston World Wine Walk
Back by popular demand, on Saturday 10 th September is
Wilbarston World Wine Walk. This is an entertaining evening
involving four venues around the village and four different
courses of food, matched with wines from different regions
around the world.
Vegetarian options will be available and there will also be non-alcoholic drinks available.
Tickets are still available – please contact Clare Holden tel 01536 770107
mrsclareholden@gmail.com Cheers!
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