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An exciting surprise appearance
The Wildflower Group has had a busy year,
planting plugs of native flora which would be
typically found in the grassy areas within the
village. These will bear fruit in the years to come.
In particular the group has sown Yellow Rattle
seeds and planted their plugs. Yellow Rattle,
being a semi-parasitic plant on grasses, will help
to restore the balance between flora and grasses.
Much has been learnt regarding the plant makeup of the unmown areas. Careful surveys have
shown a surprising diversity of species of flora
and grass and associated insect populations.
Armed with this knowledge, management plans
have been drawn up. This, in conjunction with
the North Northants Council Ground Maintenance
team, will ensure that there will be strips of
mown land between public footpaths and the
unmown areas. There should be two general cuts
one in the spring and one in late August.
WHY IS THIS NECESSARY? The loss of biodiversity is accelerating at an alarming rate
and these areas of plants are the shelters, nurseries and food plants for a wide variety
of insects, which in turn are food for our birds and mammals (swifts and bats in
particular) and pollinate the crops which we rely on for our food. They are also stepping
stones for flora and fauna to travel and spread. We intend to leave bare areas on the
sunny banks to enable the mining bees to make their home. These are only small areas
but ‘every little helps’ and we hope from this we can show how beautiful and incredibly
important our native flora is and just how much diversity Wilbarston holds given the
chance, and, who knows, the value of small, local community initiatives.
As if to prove a point, a colony of wild cornflowers appeared on Daisy Bank! Classified
as rare in the country it was a delightful surprise. How long had these cornflowers lain
in the soil waiting for the chance to startle with their vibrant blue flowers? It just shows
what nature can do given the chance so thank you to our Parish Council for giving
nature this chance.
The Wildflower Group – Lynne Scannell, Bob Stafford, Penny James, Keith Walkling,
John Hooper and Ann Dowling.
(Wilbarston is privileged to have hosted this beautiful flower, almost-extinct in
Northamptonshire since the 1940s. The Wilbarston Wild Flower Project is a long term
project; in this first year much has been learnt to inform future actions. Ed.)
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Community First Responders
In North Northants we are fortunate to have an
organised group of First Responders who respond
to medical emergencies and 999 calls. These First
Responders will provide life-saving treatment to a
range of patients and will stabilise them and
reassure them before an ambulance arrives.
The North Northants Community First Responders
(NNCFR) are a group of qualified volunteers,
trained to a high standard by East Midlands
Ambulance Service (EMAS) to provide an
emergency response to 999 calls within the local
area. First Responders are sent directly by EMAS.
Being based within local communities, they are
able to provide a faster response than ambulances
despatched from the hospital ambulance station
which can be subject to delays from increased
demand at A & E and distance.
Alex with some of his equipment

As a registered charity that relies on voluntary help, First Responders relies on donations
and support to keep going. Earlier this year NNCFR asked for support from the Parish
Council which willingly gave £500 to the service. This was to provide equipment needed
for Alex Trustram Eve from Wilbarston who is a First Responder. We are lucky to have
him in the village. RMW

Registered Charity
No. 1194543

Could you be a Community First
Responder and join Alex in this work?
You do not need a medical background to
apply. Training is provided free of charge by
EMAS. You must be able to commit to
providing a minimum of 200 hours ‘on-call’
each year (circa 4 hours a week).

In addition to your on-call hours, you would be required to assist with fundraising, attend
our training sessions and participate with other NNCRF commitments.
If you’ve got what it takes, and if this is something that you think you’d love to do, then
please get in touch with NNCFR via email at:

recruitment@northnorthantscfr.nhs.uk

The WILBARSTON CHRONICLE is published quarterly by the Parish
Council. It is distributed to every property in the village. The next
edition will be published at the beginning of December 2021. Please
email articles / notices for inclusion to rmwillatts@uwclub.net before
20th November.
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Church Update
Welcoming Amanda Oliver our new priest
We are delighted to announce that our new Priest in Charge, Amanda Oliver, is now
licensed and in full swing with our benefice of seven churches! A shared viewing of her
licensing by zoom took place in The Fox public house and was followed by face to face
celebrations at Stoke Albany village hall. A lovely number turned out to wish Amanda well
and she was presented with a church key from each parish under her care. In early
August, we held an open afternoon at Wilbarston All Saints church to offer everyone in
the village the opportunity to meet Amanda and attend a short thanksgiving service. We
were able to sing and have the organ played, thanks to Amanda’s husband Darren. This
again was very well attended and it was tremendous to see the church full of people with
happy chatter filling the air.
New service pattern
Now that Amanda has started with us, the old schedule of services no longer applies.
Services will vary each month so please do keep an eye on the shop window, the church
porch and A-board by the church gate and on our Facebook page and the Neighbourhood
app.
A church newsletter, The Grapevine, is now being issued weekly which details the church
services for the week and the following week, along with any event details and prayers
and readings. This can be sent out to you by email on request and if you would like to
join the mailing list please contact your church wardens Julia Trustram Eve on
jtrustrameve@gmail.com or Diane Atter on diane.dca@hotmail.co.uk.
Harvest Festivals
Yes, twice! We are holding our Harvest Festival Service in Church on Sunday 19
September, and our Harvest Lunch will be on Sunday 10 October in the Village Hall –
look out for the notices.
Wilbarston Church Services
September
19.09.21
26.09.21
October
17.10.21
31.10.21
Hallowe’en
November
7.11.21
14.11.21
Remembrance
Sunday
28.11.21

Sep – Nov 2021

10.30
am
9am

Wilbarston

Harvest Festival

Amanda O

Wilbarston

Communion

Amanda O

10.30
am
6.00 pm

Wilbarston

Benefice Communion

Amanda O

Wilbarston

All Souls Service

Amanda O

4.00 pm
10.45
am

Zoom
Wilbarston

Benefice Digital Service
Remembrance Service

Amanda O
Amanda O

4.00 pm

Zoom

Advent Bible Study

Mark Payne

With seven churches now in the benefice not every church can have a service each
Sunday. There are two or three services each Sunday in the various churches. If you want
to know about services in the other six churches in the benefice please look on
noticeboards, contact Julia, Diane or Clare Holden or sign up with them for the Grapevine
weekly newssheet on jtrustrameve@gmail.com diane.dca@hotmail.co.uk
mrsclareholden@gmail.com .
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Wilbarston Church Level Access and WC

Project

All Saints’ Church Wilbarston is planning for the
future. After the inevitable delays of Covid and
prolonged planning applications and processes and hindered by having to replace the roof due to
theft - we have now relaunched our Level Access
Appeal.
This beautiful building has the opportunity to be an
even more significant and active community asset for our village. For this we need to
offer a level access, achieved by opening up the North doorway and adding toilet
facilities. This accessibility will allow the church to be used by a wide range of groups
for all manner of activities. Importantly it will better serve our village school and its
families.
Thanks to you we have raised some great funds so far for this unique project but we
now need a further push towards our target – a further £20k+ of local funding is
needed. Now that we can, we will be planning more entertaining fundraising events and
we are also appealing for donations, or a pledge to donate, to enable this project to
become reality. Look out for further information that will be circulated in the next few
weeks and you can pick up a leaflet in the church, where you can also view the
architectural plans for the extension. If you would like to find our more or speak further
about this appeal, please contact Julia Trustram Eve (email jtrustrameve@gmail.com).

Wilbarston Footpaths and
motorbikes
Many people enjoy walking around the
parish especially on the airfield and
down Brig Lane. There are many public
footpaths in the village but these are
for pedestrians not for motor bikes. A
map with details of public footpaths is
on the parish notice board.

Motorbikes, please keep to the

public roads where you may drive
legally. Private roads such as the
concrete road off Brig Lane and the
airfield roads are not for motorised
vehicles such as motorbikes, neither
are Bridleways (Brig Lane) and public
footpaths.

Cyclists : when you see people ahead

of you, please ring your bells, to alert
them to your presence.
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Swifts in Wilbarston

Keith Walkling erecting a swift box.

Anne Dowling writes :
In May, the sound of screaming swifts heralds the promise of
A summer to come. But by August the skies fall silent as our
Guests leave for their wintering grounds in southern Africa.
Wilbarston should be proud that it offered this amazing bird a
home and sustenance to continue its incredible life cycle.
The number of our resident swifts has held steady over the
last two years, whereas elsewhere there has been a noticeable
decline. Two new nest sites have been identified, one in the recently erected
swift box on the wall of Tony and Mary Hill’s house in Main Street. This year
young, non-breeding swifts have been prospecting for potential nest sites for
next year by ‘banging’ on the swift boxes which were erected in the spring at two
sites and at The Fox.
I am sure that we all wish our swifts a safe journey and look forward to their
return next May. If you are interested in erecting a home for swifts, house
martins or bats please contact me. Annie.dowling4@gmail.com
On 9th July there was a well attended Swift Walk around the village looking at
our swifts and the new swift boxes.
-------------------------------------------------------

Wildflowers
On the front page is an update of the activities of the wildflower group. At the time of
writing mowing is about to take place and a management plan for 2022 is being
finalised. This will be published in the next edition of the Chronicle when there will be a
chance via various media for readers to ask questions and provide feedback. NR

Wilbarston and Stoke Albany Care Scheme
For all your medical, optical and dental appointments or prescription collection if
transport is an issue please contact us and we will arrange for one of our volunteer
drivers to take you. This service is run by the community for the community and
there is no charge. In the first instance please contact me, Jeremy Burrell, on 01536
770004. If there is no reply please leave a message and I will ring back. If it is urgent
or you do not hear from me within a day you can contact Heather Brown on 01536
770947 or 07761 450370.
Would like to become one of our drivers? It is a great way to meet people you would
otherwise probably not come into contact with and to help the community. I would
recommend it! The time commitment is not large. If you are interested, or might be,
please give me a ring and I can tell you more about it. Jeremy 01536 770004
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Influenza raging: Wilbarston and Stoke Albany in the Great War.
The two villages of Wilbarston and Stoke Albany lost
19 men in the Great War - suggesting that perhaps 80
men left them for war. The Rector, who lived at Stoke
Albany, was also Vicar of Wilbarston so information
about both parishes might be found in the Parish Chest
of Stoke Albany. The service book there for the period
yielded little about the war. There were several
services in both churches every Sunday, with the
collection money going to The Poor, Waifs and Strays,
church expenses, church furnishing; then in
the
autumn of 1918 to church darkening. The hospitals
at Kettering, Leicester and Market Harborough
received donations as did various missionary societies.
There was no mention of the outbreak of war in August
1914, but a month later a sermon was preached on
the subject of the Question of War. In November 2014
monies were sent to the Belgian Refugee Fund (Harborough had actually taken in and
housed some of the refugees from Belgium). In August 1918 some £8 - 12 shillings and
9 ½ d (£8- 63p) was sent to Prisoners of War. There is no comment on the Armistice of
1918 but two weeks later on 24th November there is the terse statement Influenza
raging. Wilbarston and Stoke were being affected by the 1918 coronavirus pandemic.
The Great War may have made almost no impact on church services, but with 80 men
away and 16 not returning (three men came back only to die of the effects of war) its
influence was greatly felt in the villages which both erected noble stone memorials.
RMW

Remembrancetide 2021
Remembrance Sunday is 14th November. The Remembrance Service
will be at 10.45 am at Wilbarston War Memorial in the Churchyard. Last
year the public ceremony of memorial was curtailed because of Covid
and the annual house-to-house collection for the Poppy Appeal was
cancelled.
Please come to this memorial service and please give generously to the
Poppy Appeal (boxes in both the Fox and White Horse and in the shop.)
If you would like to collect house-to-house please contact Rosalind on
01536 770875 rmwillatts@uwclub.net

Wilbarston Parish Council has its own website for Wilbarston. As well as
containing details of meetings and minutes of meetings there is much, much
more of interest. Please explore it. https://www.wilbarstonparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Wilbarston Village Hall
(Registered Charity No. 274211)

www.wilbarstonvillagehall.co.uk

https://facebook.com/wilbarstonvillagehall/

The hall reopened on May 17th but with Covid restrictions still in force until “freedom day” on
July 19th. Despite these restrictions, we were once again able to host larger celebration functions
and our first wedding reception was held successfully on July 4th. The hall will now be busy for
the rest of the summer – especially when many of our regular users return in September after
the holiday period. We look forward to hosting them all.
The management committee held its monthly management committee meeting face-to-face for
the first time in 16 months on Thursday 5th August! We also held the AGM for the village hall at
the same time. It was disappointing that no members of the village community came along to
hear about the efforts of the committee over the last year to maintain and improve the hall
under difficult conditions. On a more positive note the entire management committee agreed to
stand again for election and, as there were no other candidates, they were therefore re-elected
unopposed.
Our programme of hall improvements continues – largely financed by the hall bookings. New
programmable LED wall lighting has now been installed to enhance the atmosphere in the hall.
We are planning to repaint the external render at the side and rear of the hall and to refresh
the changing rooms with a coat of emulsion. Other essential maintenance work will involve
partially boarding of the loft space above the lounge and the replacement of defective valves in
the plumbing system. We are also looking to purchase new audio-visual equipment which will be
available for use by hirers and further enhance the facilities we can offer. We now have a new
cleaner from the village, Dianne Attar, who will be joining us from 1st September.
We do hope that the village has now had an opportunity to have a look at our much improved
new WVH website. www.wilbarstonvillagehall.co.uk There is a lot of information about the hall
and please do visit regularly to see what activities and events are planned in the near future.
There are still vacancies and if new members would like to join us on the management
committee, you can call Mike Doyle on 770036 or Georgina Royle on 771428 for a chat.
Mike Doyle, Chair, Village Hall Management Committee
August 2021

THANKYOU

THANKYOU

to the elves who placed largepebble-sized butterflies and
dinosaurs around the village for
children to find and paint during the
school holidays.

to Sandy Childs and her team who
have kept tending the Village Green
flower beds throughout the summer
to keep them looking good.
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From the Rectory at Stoke Albany
Hello,
As I sit in my study watching the leaves gently start to fall, I am reminded that no
matter what, the seasons change without so much as a government ruling, or a royal
decree. Mother Nature is beginning to take her rest, to prepare for the cooler days of the
winter and start the slow process of preparation for a new spring.
In our churches, we are also thinking about taking some time to reflect on a long time
without a priest, and a long pandemic. Our buildings also need preparing for the
winter. Drains and gullies will need clearing, heating systems will need checking, and
our churches need some TLC, before the festivals of the winter begin. It won’t be long
before we start preparing to celebrate the harvest, following this we enter
Remembrancetide followed by Advent and Christmas.
There has never been a time when your village church has needed you
more, a beautiful medieval jewels in the village crowns. This is not
necessarily about money; in fact, I think I would say we are more ‘
time’ challenged than perhaps we are financially challenged. The church stands at the
heart of our community and needs their village to care for it. Not only does it take a
community to raise a child, but it also takes a community, pulling together, in all
sorts of different ways, to keep the church.
Across the UK people are moving out of the towns and cities to take advantage of the
beautiful countryside, the walking and cycling, the good schools, the clean air, and the
community aspect of village life. So now I ask that we all think about how we can
connect or re-connect with our church or other community projects, to guarantee their
existence for future generations.
I will be lovely to get to know you all. Whether you are a regular church goer, have never
set foot inside the building, or just a little curious to know why these fantastic
buildings were built so many years ago. Do please come and find us.
You will find me at our services, email me or pop into the Rectory in Stoke Albany. I
will endeavour to work hard for God and the church as we look to recover and then
regrow following a tough ‘winter’ time. As the Harvest hymn says:
‘All good things around us, are sent from heaven above,
so, thank the Lord, oh thank the Lord for all his love.’
With my prayers for you all,
Rev Amanda

Rev.ajoliver@gmail.com
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In The Autumn Garden
Alistair Peake writes:
Autumn comes round with many different colours, smells and sounds; enjoy this time as
it has many magical moments. But it’s not a time to sit back on our laurels. Leaves:
Collect up as many leaves as possible then add them to and mix with your compost
heap where they will break down much quicker. If you have a separate leaf compound
it can produce some amazing leaf mould which is a great soil conditioner. Water features
and ponds can be a haven for collecting leave. So if you can cover them with netting
before the leaves start to fall then they can be removed once they are all down.
Dahlias produce wonderful colours at this time of year. To keep them flowering it’s
important to keep them dead headed. Pointed buds indicated a spent flower, new flower
buds are rounded. Always remember to remove the flower stalk as well as the spent
flower bud.
While the soil is still warm it’s a good time to replace your summer bedding with
spring bedding. Add some muck from your compost heap as the old bedding plants
will have taken nutrients out of the soil, you could also use old compost from used growbags or old compost from bags. If you are planting bulbs as well its worth getting the
plants in first, then spacing the bulbs out and planting afterwards. The rule of thumb for
bulbs is to plant them at a depth of two and half times the size of the bulb. If you wish
to put a lot of bulbs in your borders why not plant them in plastic pots covered with fine
wire to stop birds, mice or squirrels attacking them. Put them on a hard standing area
then, come the spring when about to flower, the pots they can be plunged into your
border. Once they have finished flowering you can put summer bedding or tender
plants in their place.
Plants grown in pots/containers require some protection from the winter weather.
Either bring the pots into the greenhouse (whether heated or cold) or move them closer
to the house, ideally on a south facing site. Lift them off the ground with special pot
feet, stones or bits of bricks to allow water to drain away. Water collected around
plants can kill them as most plants don’t like excessive water. Remember you can
always wrap fleece around tender plants but ensure you secure it to prevent winter
winds blow it away.
Finally, if you grow roses particularly Bush roses it’s important to reduce them down by
about half to prevent wind rock, then come early spring you can prune them lower.

Wilbarston Advent Windows 2021
Last year the Wilbarston Advent Windows gave much pleasure and interest, particularly
so because it was lockdown. The next (December) Chronicle will publish a full list of
windows in the 2021 scheme. The dates 1st – 24th December will be drawn by lot. If you
would like to host a window for Advent 2021 – it must be visible to people walking on
foot in the village - please let Rosalind Willatts know on 01536 770875 or
rmwillatts@uwclub.net
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Wilbarston CEVC Primary School
Our summer term at school included as many of the usual events
as were possible following the guidance to schools that we were
operating under. We were able to host an outdoor Leavers Service
with all classes in their bubbles and Y6 family members for our
outgoing Y6 pupils. As always, the children planned their own service
and this included the cups and trophies awards where pupils receive
awards following a secret ballot of their peers. For this year’s service the children chose to perform a dance,
recite a poem, recall their favourite memories (many included a certain staff/pupil netball game from a few
years ago) and their hopes and dreams for their futures. It is always moving to hear our 11 year olds talk
about their aspirations – never more than now with the challenges and changes the children have faced. We
also said goodbye and thank you to Rev. Sally Hughes who ended our service with prayers for the children
and families. Rev. Hughes has been a governor at the school for many years and will be missed greatly for
her wisdom and humanity.
The year ended on the Friday with the traditional “clapping out” of our Y6 pupils. (Children are cheered out of
their cloakroom door by parents, staff and pupils.) We were able to have Y6 families included and both
Snowy Owls and Flamingo classes were able to take part from a distance too.
The children enjoyed their traditional sports day in bubbles and also took part in our other sporting tradition
on the final day of “potted sports” where they complete different station challenges on the field and in the
games area. Although this year they completed in bubbles, great fun was still had by all. (photos on website
gallery)
Our new 19 Reception children were able to come to school to meet one another and play during the final
week. It was good to start to get to know our new pupils and welcome them to school.
We are so happy that our return from September will be more “normal” with children able to mix, parents
allowed onto the school site, assemblies and lunch in the hall and even singing returning! We will await
guidance from Government about events such as Harvest and Christmas plays – but hope to be able to invite
families to school for these events. Fingers crossed!
With best wishes to you all.
Andrea , the staff and children at Wilbarston CEVC Primary School.

News from Wilbarston
PO & Stores:

… and from the Milking Parlour
Tea Rooms

The Post office and shop are busy.
Customers will have noticed that a new
floor is being laid. It was about time
especially when the staff kept saying they
were hoovering up the old tiles! The guys
have been working through the night to get
the job done so thank you to the very
patient neighbours for putting up with any
noise during the earlier hours. The floor is
now solid and safe to walk on.
Remember the specialist coffees, roasted
and ground on the premises. The Post
Office can provide you with cash instead of
going to an ATM, It can also bank any
cheques you may have.

The tea rooms are going from strength to
strength with customers coming from far
and wide. Thank goodness for the
umbrellas outside. One minute they are
shading customers from the sun and the
next sheltering them from the rain. It is
frightening how quickly time goes and we
are currently looking at our Autumn /
winter menu which will be coming out at
the end of September.
Milking Parlour Tea Room
Hours for:
breakfast, coffee, lunch and tea
Thursday - Sunday 10 – 4

Shop and post office hours:
Monday - Saturday 7.30 am - 7 pm
Sunday 8 am – 11 am

Thank you as always for your continued
support
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Wilbarston Church Bells
Jeremy Burrell writes:

Wilbarston Bells are ringing out again after 18 months enforced silence
because of Covid. You may have heard us on our Tuesday night practices.
We are a group of ringers, some experienced and others at various stages of
learning. We are extremely fortunate to have accredited bellringer trainers
and also the support of the experienced ringers. As learners we progress at
our own pace, some are able to master it quicker than others but that does
not matter. We are a friendly bunch. We have a break mid session for tea and
biscuits (cake if we are lucky!) and there is plenty of chat throughout.
I am one of the less experienced ringers. I personally have found learning to
ring quite challenging, others that started at the same time of me have
developed their skills quicker but I will get there and I enjoy what I have
achieved so far. I have made new friends and I have had nothing but support
and encouragement. I am so pleased I gave it a go. So if you have ever
wanted to have a go at ringing or perhaps are not sure but would like to learn
more about what it is all about please pop along on a Tuesday evening at 7.30
when you will be most welcome. Or give me a ring on 01536 770004 and I
can give you further information. People newer to the village who are
experienced ringers please also make yourself known and join us! Bellringing
is an activity where people aged 10 - 85 are equally esteemed and
welcomed. We plan to start ringing at church services and for events in a
month or two.

Know your village.
Wilbarston Village Quiz
There are four unique street name plates erected by Wilbarston Parish Council
in the centre of the village. They are in cast metal and are distinguished by
having green letters and border on a cream background. Look at them carefully.
What do they commemorate? And when were they erected?
Apart from stating the names of the roads, “leading to Rushton Road” was
added to the Main Street plate to help people (before mobile phone maps and
sat navs) to find Rushton Road and thus to render unnecessary frequent
queries in the shop.

Answer :
to last Chronicle’s (Summer ’21) quiz. The bronze benchmark is
on the Main Street frontage of the Post Office and Village
Stores. The height above sea level is 358.8 feet (109.43m).
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Whither Wilbarston?
The future of the village and a Neighbourhood Plan will also be discussed in the
open meeting, and how to go forward to produce one. Neighbourhood Plans
have statutory status and planning clout such that Wilbarston’s ideas for its
village will be respected and acknowledged. With the new North Northants
Unitary Council and changes in Planning and planning legislation the village
needs a Neighbourhood Plan to shape future policies for the village and make its
voice heard. The process is involved but the ideas of everyone in the village are
wanted throughout. RMW

Parish Plan or Neighbourhood Plan?
Our existing Parish Plan was finalised over 10 years ago and since then has
played its part in the planning process as an advisory document. A
Neighbourhood Plan has much more significance in that area as it has statutory
status but it can also contain all the broader elements of a parish plan in a nonstatutory section or appendix. It’s time to look ahead, If you are interested in
being involved please attend the open meeting on 16th September Village Hall
7.30pm.
NR
----------------------------------------------------------------------

Jubilee and the Village Hall
From the Wilbarston Chronicle Autumn 1978
WILBARSTON VILLAGE HALL
The committee thanks everyone for their attendance and support at the official
opening of the Village Hall on Saturday 22nd July 1978 . . . The High Sherriff of
Northamptonshire, Commander LMM Saunders -Watson RN cut the ribbon . . . This
was great day in the in the life of Wilbarston – the sun shone and the fete which
followed together with the evening dance, raised aprox £650 in aid of Hall funds.
SITTING COMFY
The £270 left over from the (Silver) Jubilee celebrations has been used to purchase
twelve de luxe chairs for the committee room in the village hall.
Wilbarston Chronicle Summer 1978
Kettering Borough Council branch of the Union NALGO has donated five trees to
the Hall site to mark the Queen’s Jubilee (silver 1977) to be planted in the autumn
and we thank them.
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VEHICLE ACTIVATED SIGN (VAS)
Wilbarston Parish Council have been responsible for a VAS for several years and this device has been used
in villages around the Welland Valley, as well as in Wilbarston. Recently, we were successful in getting
funding for a second VAS which has been located on Carlton Road for the last few months.
The primary purpose of these signs is to inform drivers of their speed and to encourage those who are
speeding to slow down. The data collected from the VAS in Wilbarston shows that the vast majority of
drivers who are speeding, when first detected by the device, do slow down. Unfortunately, there are still
significant numbers of vehicles exceeding the speed limit and the two graphs show details of all vehicles,
passing in either direction, for a period from 28th May until 19th July, this year.
The data shows that most vehicles stay below the speed limit but that some reach speeds very much higher
than 30 m.p.h. This information will be monitored over future months and shared with the Police who may
send a speed camera van.
Carlton Road seems the most obvious place to position the VAS but I welcome any suggestions for other
locations, around the village, where people think this device may be of use.

Andrew Smith

Email – cllrandrewsmith@wilbarstonparishcouncil.org.
speed over 30mph v vehicle nos. 28May - 19July

speed v no. vehicles from 28May-19July 2021
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Highway matters in the 1950s
The need for a Wilbarston bypass
Melvin Chambers (who is pictured in both
photos) writes:
This is probably the first photo on the
long campaign for a bypass for
Wilbarston and Stoke Albany. The village
had complained for years about the
dangerous road through the two villages.
Almost every week there were accidents
and near misses on the bad bends in
both villages. The parish council asked
the Kettering Evening Telegraph to come
out and write a piece about it. The
reporter told a group of us school
children us to wait on the bad bend at
the bottom of School Lane until a lorry came down the hill and then to start walking along
the (still) narrow path. Then he took the photograph. Note that there are no parents
around; we used to find our own way to and from school. The following night the photo
appeared in the Evening Telegraph. Little did we know it would be another fifteen years
before they would start building it.

Supervised crossing of
the road outside
the school, 1950s

(Apart from the loss of the wall outside the present upper entrance to the school, nothing
has changed in the top picture. The by-pass finally opened in the mid 1970s.The narrow
24 inch (60 cm) one-side-only foot pavement is still a matter of concern and has been
raised many times with the Highways. They have now suggested more S L O W road
markings in School Lane. What do you think? Ed.)
From Hansard 17th October 1969
Sir G. de Freitas asked the Minister of Transport when he expects to approve the bypass on the Market Harborough-Corby road A427 near Stoke Albany and Wilbarston;
and what is the reason for the delay.
Mr. Bob Brown replied:
“A revised and more expensive by-pass scheme proposed by the Northamptonshire
County Council is among those under consideration for a place in the principal road
preparation list. It has necessarily taken some time to consider the relative merits of
the many schemes proposed by local authorities for inclusion in this list but we hope to
announce before long the names of those selected.”

14

Northamptonshire Village Awards

For many years Northamptonshire ACRE (Action with Communities in
Rural England) has run awards for villages in the county with sponsors
providing cash prizes for the best villages. Wilbarston, when it entered,
had several Highly Commended certificates. Covid has meant a two year
pause in the awards with time to rethink that how the villages are
assessed. They will start again in 2022.
It is no longer the tidiest village with the best hanging baskets, but assessing how the
village responds to its people and their needs and makes the best use of what it has. Village
Life, Community, Older people, children and young people, local businesses and their
support, how the village uses Information Technology and how it responds to the
Environment and Sustainability are the broad categories considered. What is done for the
community can be by anyone in the village and not “given” by the Local Authorities. It is
the spirit of the village and its people that matters.
Every village entered will be awarded a gold, silver or bronze certificate and have goals to
develop or improve its life. There will also be some cash prizes. The process of entering for
the awards makes the village think how it is working. Good points are having set up
allotments and provided solar power for pumping water to irrigate them, as are
having networks of people looking out for others and providing activities and information.
Wilbarston needs someone to front the village’s entry into ACRE’s Awards. It is fulfilling and
interesting work. Please contact Nick Richards bramhallnick@yahoo.co.uk if you would like
to be involved. Q & A sessions will be arranged in October for people to learn more; assessors
can visit them prior to submitting entries.
After we last entered in 2016 I decided to become a judge for the awards to understand them
better. Consequently I can talk with people in the village about the system and what is
involved.. If you are interested being Wilbarston’s voice in the awards, please talk with me,
Rosalind, on 01536 770875.

The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
Seventy years ago HM Queen Elizabeth II
came to the throne on 6th February 1952
on the death of her father, King George
VI.
Most people alive today were not
born then, even more cannot remember
a time when she was not queen. Never
before has there been a platinum jubilee
of a ruler or monarch. How should the
village commemorate this unprecedented
event? Give your ideas to any parish
council member and come to the open
meeting on 16th September.
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Wilbarston marked the Golden Jubilee in 2002 by erecting four
special street name plates incorporating the jubilee logo. Ten
years later for the Diamond Jubilee, celebrations included a
village street party in Church Street, and a procession led by the
Wilbarston drum to the playing field where a beacon was lit.
Note: The prunus trees with their dark red leaves
on the village green by Stoke Albany church
were given by Cmdr. Saunders- Watson of
Rockingham
Castle to commemorate
the
Coronation in 1953. The tree by the road junction
between Bringhurst School and village was
planted to commemorate the Silver Jubilee of King
George V. Dingley still has an elaborate water
pump erected to commemorate Queen Victoria’s
Diamond Jubilee in 1897.

Diamond Jubilee 2012 Commemoration plaque

-------------------------------------------------

What should Wilbarston do in 2022 ?
Open meeting
Village Hall

Thursday 16th September at 7.30pm

Everyone is welcome to attend this meeting to discuss and
suggest the village’s response to the Platinum Jubilee in 2022.
The meeting will also discuss a Neighbourhood plan for the village

The Queen's Green Canopy : Plant a Tree for the
Jubilee
A Platinum Jubilee initiative created to mark Her
Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee is for trees to be planted in
every village and town across the realm. If you have any
ideas as to what type of tree is suitable and where it
(they) could be planted in Wilbarston, please give your
ideas to any Parish Councillor. Come to the open meeting
15th September.
Do look at the website www.queensgreencanopy.org
for more information. Trees can be planted by individuals
and groups as well as by parishes. Are you in a group
which could join in and plant a tree?
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